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Principal’s Report 

T 
he past week has been a 

very challenging week for 

the College and our 

broader community with the 

death by suicide of Louie Shear-

man. 

The College community extends 

its condolences to Louie’s family, 

his mum, dad and sister, his 

friends and to the many who have 

been touched by his death.  

It is terribly sad as we reflect on 

Louie’s life and his time at our 

College.  

Despite joining the College quite 

recently, at the beginning of Year 

10 in 2019, Louie was a friend to 

many of our students. Louie previ-

ously attended Surfside Primary 

School alongside so many of his 

peers and grew up in our local 

community. He travelled much of 

the world with his family and was 

growing into a young man. 

Louie joined the College from St 

Joseph’s College as a result of his 

love of music. He was thriving in 

the College’s Music program, 

forming a band and enjoying the 

opportunity to concentrate on his 

passion. 

Louie’s death is a tragedy felt by 

so many. 

It is important that we take pause 

to ensure that we find the oppor-

tunity to actively support each 

other at this time. It is important 

that we talk about our challenges 

and worries now and with the 

passing of time. It is important to 

remember that support is here, 

and all around us. 

It is important that we are here 

for each other. 

Talking about death and suicide is 

challenging and can be very trau-

matic. It is nevertheless, im-

portant for us to talk about it. 

With this in mind, the College 

hopes to announce shortly, the 

opportunity for parents to come 

together to further learn how we 

can best support our children, the 

young people of our College, and 

the young people in our commu-

nity.  

The details of this will be shared 

as soon as we can confirm such 

arrangements. Clearly this is prob-

lematic at this time of social dis-

tancing and social isolation but we 

will do what we can within these 

parameters. 

 

Wayne Johannesen 

Principal 
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If you are struggling with suicidal thoughts or 

know of someone who seems to be struggling 

please talk to others who may be able to sup-

port. 

The following links provide fabulous support as 

we each look to deal with the emotions of loss 

and grief or depression. I encourage you to 

visit them if you feel the need at this challeng-

ing time. 

Beyond Blue—1300 22 4636 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/

get-immediate-support    

   

Lifeline—13 11 14    

https://www.lifeline.org.au/ 

 

Hope Bereavement Care—(03) 4215 335  

https://www.bereavement.org.au/grief-

support 

 

Headspace—(03) 5222 6690 

https://headspace.org.au/headspace-
centres/geelong/ 

  

Suicide Call Back Service—1300 659 467 
https://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au/ 

     

Please take care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Remote Learning 

The College has received fabulous feedback 

from parents and students for the manner in 

which teaching and learning has transitioned 

online. 

 

I would like to thank parents and guardians for 

your active support in ensuring your children 

are online and ready to learn each day. 

 

I appreciate the challenge of online learning in 

the home setting and know that it can only be 

successful with the support of parents, guardi-

ans and families. 

Importantly, everyone has been very under-

standing as we negotiated this significant 

change in our practice and I thank you for your 

tolerance and resilience. 

Of course we now wait for announcements 

coming out of the Cabinet meeting on May 

10th and the implications that this has for stu-

dents, families, our College and the broader 

community. 

 

It has been a very challenging time but we 

should be proud of what we have been able to 

achieve despite the obstacles presented by 

social isolation. 

 

I encourage parents, carers or students to 

reach out to the College if you are experienc-

ing any difficulties engaging with your learning. 

Help is only a phone call away and we are here 

to assist you. 

Principal’s Report cont... 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-support
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/get-support/get-immediate-support
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://www.bereavement.org.au/grief-support
https://www.bereavement.org.au/grief-support
https://headspace.org.au/headspace-centres/geelong/
https://headspace.org.au/headspace-centres/geelong/
https://www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au/
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

It’s wonderful to see how many students are 

engaging with remote learning.   

We will however continue to closely monitor 

‘attendance’ and contact parents/guardians 

where there is concern that students are not 

engaging in the remote learning program.  To 

this end, we ask that you continue to contact 

the school if your student is unwell and unable 

to participate in their “classes” for the day. 

You can do this by: 

Calling our 24 hour absence line – 5251 9010; 

or 

Logging onto Compass and update absence; 

If approval is not received, an Absence Alert 

Email will be sent to all families to communi-

cate this information. Parents/Guardians are 

then required to contact the College to ap-

prove the absence as soon as possible.   

Wellbeing support is also available if required 
by emailing - wellbeing@bsc.vic.edu.au 

 
Any other queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact the general office on 5251 9000 be-
tween 9am – 4pm Monday – Friday. 
 
Keep up the great work. 

Attendance Updates 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Mr Bob Marmion 
Yr 7 & 8 

Mr Partick Mcintosh 
Yr 7 & 8 

Mr Justin Chrisostomo 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ms Kelly Clitheroe 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020 

Drysdale House Leaders 2020 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch 

Yr 11&12 

Kristie Miles 

Yr 11&12 

Vanessa Wedding 

Yr 11&12 

Jess Walsh 

Yr 11&12 

Maddie Chaplin 

Yr 9&10 

Laura Doran 

Yr 9&10 

Senem Shamsili 

Yr 9&10 

Mark Duncan 

Yr 9&10 

Important Numbers: 

Lifeline on 13 11 14  

Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800  

Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636  

Mensline on 1300 789 978  

1800 RESPECT on 1800 737 732 

mailto:wellbeing@bsc.vic.edu.au
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Office Hours 

Ocean Grove Campus is closed while we are 

engaging in Remote Learning.  

Drysdale Office remains open every day 9am—

3pm.  

 

Uniform Room/Lost Property 

A reminder if your student has borrowed any 

uniform items, if they can please return them 

to Drysdale Office. We also still have a number 

of unclaimed items left over from lockers.   

 

Collection of Work 

Please be reminded that our C3 classroom is 

open each day for students to collect work or 

resources left by teachers.  

‘Check In’ E-mails 

Our staff  members have been sending daily e-

mails to students to ’check-in’ with them. This 

e-mail is so that students have another con-

tact should they feel like they need some  

assistance.  

It is also asked that students reply to the e-

mail sent on Wednesday’s by 3pm on Friday.  

(They are not required to reply to every e-mail 

every day). 

These e-mails can be a great tool for students 

to mention if they are having issues either 

technically, with school work, or their wellbe-

ing. These staff can then assist the students 

with those concerns by passing them onto the 

appropriate staff (Wellbeing, Community 

Leader etc.).  

Community Notices 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

June 2020 

Monday 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th 
‘Normal’ School Day (Student Free Day 

postponed until Term 3) 

Thursday 18th 
3rd Instalments Due—(Final payment if you 

selected 3 Instalments) 

Friday 26th Last Day Term 2 

July 2020  

Monday 13th First Day Term 3 
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Onsite Learning 

If you require your student to attend school 

Onsite, please ensure you fill in the Onsite 

Form which has been pinned to the top of 

your Compass Newsfeed. This form then 

needs to be returned each Thursday by 3pm. 

You will then receive a confirmation e-mail 

from our Principal.  

 

School Buses 

Please be reminded that our school buses are 

still running each day to ensure the students 

learning onsite have access to get to/from 

school. Please contact our Bus Coordinator 

Tahnee Kemp if you have any concerns around 

buses during this time. 

Year 7 & 8 students that have elected to work 

onsite will be required to catch a different bus 

to get to Drysdale Campus. Tahnee will be able 

to assist you in finding the appropriate bus. 

Automatic Doors 

Thanks to the ‘Accessible Schools’ initiative, 

we have been busy getting automatic doors 

installed throughout our whole premises. So 

far we have doors installed in Lonsdale Block, 

the Nepean (Art) block and the Corio block. 

Automatic doors have also been installed at 

the student entrance to the Administration 

building. This week will see automatic doors 

(both internal and external) installed in the 

Library. The disabled toilet is in the process of 

being refurbished and will be available to stu-

dents on their return. Disabled parking has 

been extended and a ramp and paving has 

been installed leading up to the Wellbeing 

Shed and Applied Learning Centre. Further 

automatic doors will be installed in the Swan 

Block.  

Community Notices 
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Bellarine Community Health (BCH) has a crucial role to play as part of the community effort to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

BCH is supporting the testing of Victorians by offering free testing for retail workers without symp-
toms of COVID-19.  

This COVID-19 screening program is in line with the Department of Health and Human Services 

rollout of enhanced testing to better understand how the virus is spread in the community. 

We are encouraging all retail workers on the Bellarine who are over 18 and who have no symp-
toms of COVID-19 to take this FREE test. 

The testing will NOT require participants to self-isolate while waiting for results. 

We are focusing on retail workers due to their higher levels of community contact. This data may 
inform the potential easing of restrictions on the retail sector. 

 

Appointments are available at the following Bellarine Community Health locations: 

Tuesday 5 May 9:00AM – 4:30PM 

Point Lonsdale - 2 Nelson Road Point Lonsdale 

Wednesday 6 May 8:30AM – 4:30PM  
Point Lonsdale - 2 Nelson Road  

Ocean Grove - 78 Presidents Avenue  

Drysdale – 21-23 Palmerston Street 

Portarlington – 39 Fenwick Street  

Thursday 7 May 8:30AM – 4:30PM  

Point Lonsdale - 2 Nelson Road 

Ocean Grove - 78 Presidents Avenue 

Drysdale - 21-23 Palmerston Street 

Friday 8 May 8:30AM – 4:30PM  

Point Lonsdale - 2 Nelson Road 

Ocean Grove - 78 Presidents Avenue 

Drysdale - 21-23 Palmerston Street 

Portarlington - 39 Fenwick Street 

Monday 11 May (If required) 

Point Lonsdale - 2 Nelson Road 

Ocean Grove - 78 Presidents Avenue 

If you or a member of your team would like to arrange an appointment, please call (03) 5258 
0835 to arrange a time. Testing is by appointment only. 

 

For more information on Bellarine Community Health’s COVID-19 testing program visit 
www.bch.org.au/covid-19/testing 

Community Notices 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2Fwww.bch.org.au%2Fcovid-19%2Ftesting__%3B!!IcNgQMDWPGTU!0yub7oxZFzNcjSUOcAroORT3Nhc2XNNaUvRmVvGzSiIIT5BWv8C2juoD-pt5UK8l015OCzYqS13a%24&data=02%7C01%7Cnicholson
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“The HeadStart Program continues to suc-
cessfully operate under COVID19 re-
strictions with 5 new students being 
signed up into school based apprentice-
ships so far this term. 

 

Essential employers in the Building and 
Construction industries such as electrical, 
bricklaying and cabinetmaking are still 
providing goods and services while adher-
ing to safe distancing guidelines and build-
ing site restrictions of no more than six 
workers on site at a time. 

 

The students continue to remote learn while 
also attending their paid employment two or 
three days a week, giving the students the 
capabilities and skills the employers need for 
their businesses in the future. 

 

For more information about the HeadStart 
Program at Bellarine Secondary College 
please contact the Careers and Pathways 
Team!” 

Community Notices 
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Good day,  

As you are aware, the National Landcare Conference was scheduled this year for November 11 to 

13. Due to COVID-19, the National Landcare Conference Steering Committee have announced 

the conference will now take place on March 10 to 12, 2021. The committee would like to take this 

opportunity to extend the deadline for the Call for Abstracts to July 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are calling for submission for the below four conference streams:  

Sustainable Agriculture: Innovation and technology, soil health, adaptation to climate change, 

integrating productivity and conservation.  

Environment & Climate Change: How to encourage individuals to take positive action to 

mitigate climate change with Landcare?  

Community Partnerships in Action: Building community capacity and resilience, communi-

cation and storytelling, volunteering, partnerships, building and sharing knowledge.  

Landcare Impact: Landscape, biodiversity, community resilience, mental and physical 

health of individuals, community wellbeing, agriculture productivity, economy.  

For more information or to submit an abstract please visit the Landcare Australia website https://

landcareaustralia.org.au/call-for-abstracts/  

Wednesday July 1, 2020 Call for Abstracts new closing date 

Wednesday 2 September, 2020 
Launch conference program with early bird 
tickets 

Wednesday 10 to Friday 12 March, National Landcare Conference 

Thursday 11 March, 2021 National Landcare Awards 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandcareaustralia.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc874938162801405204f0d115%26id%3D202dd4d046%26e%3D213f9ff723&data=02%7C01%7Cbellarine.sc%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C259326eddab447e731250
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flandcareaustralia.us1.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc874938162801405204f0d115%26id%3D202dd4d046%26e%3D213f9ff723&data=02%7C01%7Cbellarine.sc%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C259326eddab447e731250
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Click the link  http://tiny.cc/a7ppmz to register 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2Ftiny.cc%2Fa7ppmz__%3B!!IcNgQMDWPGTU!0qKpWGEqlobKUKzO9ZuhUDP9teF_oEpWSrn8VOAYcFbWd8JYjLvOTXfmYFTIZR5HuNZCx1T3308%24&data=02%7C01%7Cworthington.jayne.m%40edumail

