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Principals Report 

T 
he Premiers Announcement last 
week clearly indicated that given 
the low rates of community trans-

mission of COVID-19, schools in Victoria 
can commence return to on-site learning. 
The Premiers announcement outlined the 
staged response for students to return to 
school. 
 
This decision has been made in the context 
of the available evidence that largely indi-
cates that transmission between children 
in the school environment is low. 

Perhaps the most important action school 
communities can take to reduce the risk of 
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), is 
to ensure that any unwell staff, children 
and young people remain at home.  

While the risk of transmission of the virus 
is very low, staff or students most at risk of 
severe illness should individually assess 
appropriateness for on-site attendance at 
this time with support from their medical 
practitioner. 

Staged Return to On-Site learning 
The College will commence a staged return 
from remote and flexible learning from 
Tuesday 26 May 2020. 
To support all school staff to prepare for 
the transition, Monday 25 May will be a 
pupil-free day. This is important to enable 
the planning necessary to ensure the suc-
cessful transition back to school can be 
completed. 
The return to school will take place in two 
stages as this will give the Victorian Chief 
Health Officer and Government time to 
monitor and evaluate the effects that the 
staged return to school has on the in-
creased movement of people and trans-
mission within the community. 
 
Stage 1: 25 May – 5 June 
In the first stage, students in Year 11 and 
12 Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
(VCAL) and Victorian Certificate of Educa-
tion (VCE) students will return to school 
from Tuesday 26 May.  
Year 10 students who are enrolled in a VCE 
subject should also return on 26th May, but 
are only expected to be on-site for their 
timetabled VCE class. These students may 

come to school just for their timetabled 
VCE class and leave after their class, if this 
is practical. Such students will need to 
bring a note from their parents allowing 
early dismissal. If early dismissal is not 
practical, because for example the student 
travels on a bus, the College will provide 
supervision of these students until the end 
of the school day. 
During Stage 1, the existing model of on-
site schooling for students who cannot be 
supervised at home and vulnerable chil-
dren will remain in place until Tuesday 9 
June. With this in mind, year 7 and 8 stu-
dents who cannot learn at home are asked 
to attend the Ocean Grove campus from 
Tuesday 26th May as the campus will be re-
opened in readiness for Stage 2. Year 9 and 
10 students who cannot learn from home 
should continue to attend the Drysdale 
Campus from 26th May for the continued 
delivery of remote learning on-site. 
 
Stage 2: from 9 June 
Students in Years 7-10 will return to school 
from Tuesday 9 June, meaning that all 
students (Year 7-12) will be expected to 
attend school as normal. Remote learning 
will not continue 
Clearly there is some anxiety amongst 
students and parents as we return to on-
site learning. The College will be imple-
menting a range of actions to reduce both 
the actual and perceived risk to both staff 
and students including additional cleaning 
and hygiene measures such as the provi-
sion of hand sanitizer for students across 
the day.  
 
Continued on next page... 
 
Wayne Johannesen 
Principal 
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Principals Report cont... 

Social Distancing 

While the risk of transmission amongst students is be-
lieved to be low, students will be encouraged to maintain 
social distance from College staff wherever practical. 
Extended and increased cleaning arrangements have been 
introduced and will continue. This involves progressive 
cleaning throughout the day to ensure that risks of trans-
mission are reduced for high touch areas. 
 
Bus arrangements on returning to school 

The Student Transport Program will continue operation 
with enhanced cleaning and physical distancing from 
adults (driver) where practical. The usual bus timetables 
will apply. The Department of Transport continues to work 
closely with DHHS and transport operators to implement 
measure to limit the risk of COVID-19 so that students can 
feel confident travelling on public transport. Students 
should practise hand hygiene before and after catching 
school transport (ie prior to leaving home and at the end 
of the school day) and practice social distancing at bus 
stops.  
 
Mobile Phones 

The College’s mobile phone ban resumes when students 
return to on-site learning. Mobile phones are to remain in 
lockers and should not be accessed by students between 
8.55am and 3.10pm. While I appreciate many students 
will likely have downloaded COVID-19 App the advice 
from the Department of Education and Training (DET) is 
that the state-wide ban on mobile phones in schools re-
mains in place. 
 
Other considerations 

Parents must only enter the school grounds when it is 
essential to do so. School drop offs should occur at the 
front of the campus (Drysdale) past the gymnasium or in 
marked the drop off area in the staff car park on the 
Ocean Grove campus. 
 
Perhaps the most important action school communities 
can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus 
(COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff, children and 
young people remain at home.  

While the risk of transmission of the virus is very low, staff 
or students most at risk of severe illness should individual-
ly assess appropriateness for on-site attendance at this 
time with support from their medical practitioner. 

Any staff, children or young people who are ill should not 
attend school. 

In the instance that the College was to have a confirmed 
case of covid-19 the school will close and the College will 
work with DET to ensure a deep clean of the College and 
to ensure the College is made operational as soon as pos-
sible. 
 
Remote Learning 

The College has sought feedback from the College com-
munity regarding their experience of remote online learn-
ing and I thank the many parents, carers and students 
who have responded. 
I would like to recognise the fabulous commitment of staff 
over the period of remote online learning and on the resil-
ience and perseverance they have shown to quickly and 
successfully adapt their practice to virtual learning in or-
der to maintain the continuity of learning. 
 
The College Executive will be considering the learning that 
we can take from the experience of remote learning as 
there is much that we should now take forward and con-
tinue to enhance teaching and learning and our practices 
and processes across the College. 
 
Sad Loss 

The tragic loss of Louie Shearman as a result of suicide has 
been felt across the College community. Louie’s parents, 
family, friends, fellow students and teachers have been 
devastated by his death. It has been a very challenging 
time for the College community.  
I would like to thank the College Wellbeing Team, House 
Leaders and College Leadership for their fabulous support 
of our students and staff. The College community has 
certainly rallied despite the enormous sense of loss. 
Louie’s funeral is to be held on Tuesday 19th May and 
while unfortunately only a small group of family and 
friends can attend given the COVID-19 restrictions, it will 
be streamed online. Parents/carers are encouraged to 
accompany students if they do attend online as this can be 
a very challenging experience. Wellbeing support is availa-
ble to students at the College from Tuesday 19th May 
through to the end of the week. Please contact the Ad-
ministration office on the Drysdale Campus to arrange a 
time to meet counsellors  
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Attendance Update 

I have today received notice from local Member of Parliament, the Honourable 

Lisa Neville, that the funding for the proposed Later Years Centre has been ap-

proved as part of the Premiers Education stimulus package announced today!  

That is such exciting news for our College! 

The project is part of the Victorian Government's Building Works package, which 

will see the $8 million project continue with confidence and see the development 

of a state of the art building for senior students which will include a senior common room, kitchenette and flexible 

space for lectures, presentations and assemblies. The Later Years centre will also include a senior science classroom, 

art room and senior technology room and fab lab for senior STEAM classes. 

This is such an exciting time for the College and I look forward to our students, teachers and College community 

having such a fabulous resource to support teaching and learning at our College and I thank Lisa Neville for her active 

support of our College! 

STUDENT ABSENCES DURING REMOTE LEARNING 

Just a reminder to families that Bellarine Secondary College will continue to monitor and report on student absenc-
es during remote learning and will email families when students are marked “unexplained”. 

To avoid receiving these emails, we ask you to notify the school if your child is going to be “absent from their re-
mote classes”. 

You can do this by calling our 24 Hour Absence Line 52519010, or updating absences via the parent portal. 

If you do receive an absence email, we ask you contact the school directly to approve this absence. 

If your child is working online and has been marked unexplained, please ensure they are logging into each class by 
using the Teams platform and notifying the teacher they are “present” when rolls are being marked.  If you have 
further queries you can  email your child’s teacher directly. 

Additional support is also available by contacting your child’s House Leader, or the Administration Office on 5251 
9000 

If you believe that your child would benefit from some wellbeing support, please contact the Wellbeing Team  well-
being@bsc.vic.edu.au 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

mailto:wellbeing@bsc.vic.edu.au
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Important Dates 

Date Event 

May 2020 

25th May Student Free Day 

26th May Onsite learning resumes VCE & VCAL only 

June 2020 

Monday 8th Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th Onsite learning resumes ALL year levels 

Thursday 18th 
3rd Instalments Due—(Final payment if you 

selected 3 Instalments) 

Friday 26th CSEF closing date for 2020 applications 

Friday 26th Last Day Term 2 

July 2020  

Monday 13th First Day Term 3 

The Year 9 Drama students are working with Melbourne Theatre Company on their current assignment, they have 

already submitted questions that were answered by Associate Director Petra Kalive 

https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/education/resources/morning-tea-with-mtc/ And will host them on Fri-

day the 29th to work with Ian Moorhead the sound designer of the show we hosted last year "The Violent Out-

burst that drew me to you" https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/mtc-now-2020/sound-design/. They are 

currently creating a soundscape with body percussion and vocal sound effect to create mood and tension, building 

a script from their sound working backward and will get to share their work with the best in the Business! Watch 

this space for future creative artists in the making!The Year 9 Drama students are working with Melbourne Thea-

tre Company on their current assignment, they have already submitted questions that were answered by Associ-

ate Director Petra Kalive https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/education/resources/morning-tea-with-

mtc/ And will host them on Friday the 29th to work with Ian Moorhead the sound designer of the show we hosted 

last year "The Violent Outburst that drew me to you" https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/mtc-now-2020/

sound-design/. They are currently creating a soundscape with body percussion and vocal sound effect to create 

mood and tension, building a script from their sound working backward and will get to share their work with the 

best in the Business! Watch this space for future creative artists in the making! 

Updates to Personal Information 

If you have updated any of your personal information (i.e. address, phone number, e-mail or student’s living ar-

rangements) please ensure you let the administration office know. You can do this by calling the office on 5251 

9000, or e-mailing the school at bellarine.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au. 

https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/education/resources/morning-tea-with-mtc/
https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/mtc-now-2020/sound-design/
https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/education/resources/morning-tea-with-mtc/
https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/education/resources/morning-tea-with-mtc/
https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/mtc-now-2020/sound-design/
https://www.mtc.com.au/discover-more/mtc-now-2020/sound-design/
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