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Principals Report 

I 
t is indeed a strange and worrying 

time! The Premier’s announcement 

that we will return to Stage 3 Re-

strictions from Monday 3rd August and re-

mote learning has again disrupted on-site 

teaching and learning at a time when we 

were settling back in on campus after the 

recent term break. 

 The return to remote learning 

on Friday 7th August will further test our 

resilience it is important that we learn from 

our experience of remote learning earlier in 

the year. The feedback from parents, carers 

and students was overwhelmingly positive 

in Term 2 and we have tried to harvest the 

good practices and sought to make subtle 

changes to actively engage students in re-

mote learning again this time around.  

 While Year 11 and 12 students 

will again follow their normal timetable, 

Year 10 students will be required to attend 

more online classes than they experienced 

in Term 2. This is a direct result of feedback 

from parents/carers. 

 Year 7-9 timetables will again 

resemble the remote learning timetable 

they experienced in April/May. Again, 

teachers will target the essential learning 

from the Victorian Curriculum which will 

allow them to target that learning which is 

considered most important. 

 Lessons will be presented in a 

manner which reflects the structure of 

classes when they are conducted on-site.  

 Each lesson will follow the Bel-

larine Classroom structure and therefore 

contain: 

A clear and concise Learning Goal 

A Start Up Activity to connect with prior 

learning and/or introduce new learning 

A Learning Activity focusing on essential 

learning 

A reflection where students consider the 

learning they have achieved 

 Student timetables were availa-

ble on Compass from 3pm on Tuesday 4th 

August. Parents/carers are encouraged to 

view their child’s timetable so that you 

are aware of your child’s remote learning 

program. 

 Student attendance at online 

classes will be recorded and can be 

viewed by parents on Compass. 

 The Parent / Carers / Student 

Remote Learning Handbook will be availa-

ble for parents in the coming days. This 

will be shared with parents, carers and 

students via Compass. 

 
 

Continued on next page... 

 

 

Wayne Johannesen 

Principal 
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Principals Report cont... 

Compass will continue to be the platform by which the College 

will communicate with families over the period of remote 

learning. I ask that you are checking Compass regularly. We 

look forward to working alongside you to make this experi-

ence positive. Remember, parents are not expected to be 

teachers. We simply ask that you support your child to engage 

with teachers online and feel free to contact us if you have 

any concerns and/or require support. 

 While we are in the midst of very challenging cir-

cumstances we have been here before and have been very 

effective in engaging in learning online. That is not to mini-

mise the challenge of remote learning but rather acknowledg-

es that we should approach it with confidence.  

 I encourage us all to approach remote learning 

confidently and recall what we did so well previously. Class 

teachers and College staff are ready to support students and 

families to ensure our experience of remote learning is again 

positive. Please reach out if you require support. We are here 

to help. 

 

Please take care. 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

August 2020  

Tuesday 4th 
Course Counselling Video Presentation were 

made available on our Website 

Wednesday 5th Student Free Day—Staff Professional Learning 

Thursday 6th Student Free Day—Staff Professional Learning 

Thursday 6th 
Year 12 Three Way Conferences from 4pm via 

Teams 

Friday 7th Remote Learning—Day 1 

Monday 10th 
Year 11 2021 Course Counselling—Appointments 

Available  - (Optional) 

Wednesday 12th Year 9 2021 Course Counselling (In class time) 

Wednesday 19th College Council—Online 

Thursday 20th 
Year 10 2021 Course Counselling—Appointments 

Available (Optional) 

Thursday 20th Student Free Day—Staff Professional Practice Day 

Student Absences 
All student absences must be reported to the College on the 

day of absence! 
 

24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010 
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days a week) 
 
Compass Parent Portal  
(log-in details required) 
 
Administration Office - 5251 9000 
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)           

Images: Students 

wearing their masks at 

lunch-time on Monday 

3rd August 2020  



 3 
Respect | Resilience | Responsibility 

Newsletter 
Bellarine Secondary College 

ISSUE 11 | 5TH AUGUST 2020 

Drysdale Campus Report 

Morisby Interviews 

Over the last 2 weeks our Year 9 students completed Morisby Inter-

views via video link with an interviewer, external to the school. This 

was following on from the testing they completed during the second 

term. The idea of this process is to help students to determine their 

potential/possible pathways, an important step before they make 

their 2021 course selections.  

Thank you to Mr McDonald for leading this important work. 

Information Evening 

On Tuesday 4th of August, staff presented Q & A sessions for the 

various Year level subject selections that are occurring over the 

month of August. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all presentations were 

pre-recorded and still available on the students Teams page. These 

were well attended and thanks for your engagement and rich conver-

sation to support students educational pathways. There have been 

links and other important information on each Year 8, 9 & 10 Com-

pass Newsfeed. Please check regularly for further information and 

updates. 

-      2020 Year 10 Online counselling sessions are still available via 

Compass, but if students feel comfortable with their program for 

2021, an interview will not be required.  A further day may be creat-

ed to support more families. Again check Compass for updates. 

-     2020 Year 8 & 9 Students will complete their subjects selections 

for 2021 remotely also and more information will be available on 

Compass by Friday 7th COB, to share the plans for this process. 

Thanks for your understanding in these challenging times. 

Scott McDonald – Pathways and Transitions Leader” 

Bellarine Scholars 

On Friday 24th July, Ross Huggard ran a whole day work shop with 21 

Year 12 students as part of the Bellarine Scholars Program. It was a 

fantastic start to the initiative which will see students working with 

Ross online across a number of sessions leading up to the English 

exam. Thank you to Georgina Saunders for her support and assis-

tance in the lead up and across the day. 

Year 12 Three Way Conferences 

Due to Covid-19 interviews will be held remotely via your child’s Mi-

crosoft Team’s account, they will need to be present while the interview 

occurs. Bookings have been extended to 10 minutes to allow the logging 

in and out of teams between families. Therefore the actual interview will 

be around 7  minutes.   

Please discuss with your child's teacher if you would like to make an 

online interview or telephone conversation at a later time to discuss 

anything further.   

If you are unable to make a time with the teacher/s you wish to speak to 

please contact them via compass to make alternative arrangements. If 

you are unable to connect to Microsoft Teams please contact the school 

e-mail on bellarine.sc@education.vic.gov.au.  

 

We thank you for your patience at this very strange time and ask that 

you keep communicating with your child's teacher/s and the college if 

you require further support. 

 

Damian Marra and Luke Skewes  

Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus 

Drysdale House Leaders 2020 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch 

Yr 11&12 

Kristie Miles 

Yr 11&12 

Vanessa Wedding 

Yr 11&12 

Jess Walsh 

Yr 11&12 

Maddie Chaplin 

Yr 9&10 

Laura Doran 

Yr 9&10 

Senem Shamsili 

Yr 9&10 

Mark Duncan 

Yr 9&10 
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Ocean Grove Campus Report 

School Nursing Program 

This Term, as a part of the Department’s Secondary School Nursing 

Program, our school nurse Merryl Arnold will be working with our Year 

8 students during HAPE classes. Merryl will be delivering a lesson that 

has a focus on developing healthy relationships. 

I’d like to thank Merryl for her work in coordinating this initiative, and 

for delivering the lessons. I’d also like to thank the Year 7 and 8 HAPE 

team for their support of the program.  

If you’d like to know more about the Secondary School Nursing Pro-

gram, you can read more by clicking on the link below. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/victorian-school-nursing-
program/advice 
 

Beanies for Brain Cancer 

Brain cancer kills more children than any other disease in Australia. It 

also kills more people under 40 in Australia than any other cancer. Yet 

very little is known about brain cancer, its causes or how to treat it. 

The Beanies for Brain Cancer initiative, founded by television personali-

ty and Order of Australia Medal winner Carrie Bickmore, aims to raise 

money in order to support researchers who are working to find a cure.  

On Friday 24th July, our student leadership group organised for the 

school community to contribute to this very worthwhile initiative. On 

this day students were permitted to wear a beanie and/ or silly socks, in 

exchange for a gold coin donation. All money raised was donated to the 

Beanies for Brain cancer initiative. We were successful in raising 

$263.32. 

Thank-you to our student leaders for this initiative in organising this 

day, for an extremely worthwhile cause.  

I’d like to acknowledge Gabi Smales for her work in organising the 

event at the Ocean Grove campus. 

Further information about the initiative can be found at the link below.  

https://www.carriesbeanies4braincancer.com/ 
 

 

 

Ocean Grove EcoLads 

At the Ocean Grove campus, we have a group of environmentally fo-
cussed students who have formed a group called EcoLads.  
 
Throughout Semester One, EcoLads have been working on making the 
Ocean Grove campus a more environmentally friendly place. They have 
ben doing this by working together to pick up rubbish around the school 
yard, and relocating the bins into easily accessible places around the cam-
pus. 
 
EcoLads are currently working on reconnecting the water tanks, so that 
the toilets will use rain water for flushing.  
 
During Term Three, the team plan to invite all Year 8 students to plant a 
tree on our campus.  The idea is that the departing students leave the OG 
campus in an environmentally better condition.  
 
EcoLads would like to invite any other interested students to stop by 
Science Room 2 on a Friday for a cup of tea and a chat if they are interest-
ed in joining. 
 
I wanted to acknowledge and thank Gabi Smales for her work in leading 
this very important group. 

 

 
Sarah Foley and Pierre Grzybek 
Assistant Principals, Ocean Grove Campus 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Mr Bob Marmion 
Yr 7 & 8 

Mr Partick Mcintosh 
Yr 7 & 8 

Mr Justin Chrisostomo 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ms Kelly Clitheroe 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020 

Images: Students and 

staff wearing their 

Beanies during our 

fundraiser on 24th July  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/victorian-school-nursing-program/advice
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/victorian-school-nursing-program/advice
https://www.carriesbeanies4braincancer.com/
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Attendance Notice 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

Monitoring Student Attendance during Remote Learning. 

Bellarine Secondary College is committed to ensuring that students remain engaged with their learning during periods where they 

are working remotely. 

Students will be required to indicate that they were ‘present’ and engaged during each of their scheduled classes.   

The College will be closely monitoring ‘attendance’ and will contact parents/guardians where there is concern that students are not 

engaging in the remote learning program.   

To this end, we ask that you continue to contact the school if your student is unwell and unable to participate in their “classes” 

for the day. 

If Parent/Guardian Approval has not been received, Bellarine Secondary College will continue to use Compass Absence Email Alerts 

to communicate this information to families. Parents/Guardians are then required to contact the College to approve the absence as 

soon as possible.   

You can do this by: 
Calling our 24 Hour absence line – 5251 9010; or 
Logging onto Compass and approving the absence; 
 
If, however your child requires support with remote learning, please do not hesitate in contacting our Administration Office on 
5251 9000 between the hours of 9am – 1.30pm Monday – Friday, or refer to the Remote Learning Handbook for further infor-
mation and individual contact details. 
 
Wellbeing support is also available if required by emailing - wellbeing@bsc.vic.edu.au 
 
We thank you for your ongoing support during this challenging period and look forward to having all students back at school as 
soon as possible. 

mailto:wellbeing@bsc.vic.edu.au
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HeadStart Stories 

Year 11 student Ellexis is really enjoy-

ing her HeadStart Hairdressing 

school based apprenticeship. The 

HeadStart Program allows her the 

flexibility to work 2 days a week 

while also studying an Intermediate 

VCAL certificate at secondary school. 

Ellexis is continuing to build her skill 

set and confidence in the salon and 

with customers. 

 “I really love my job and I’m learning new things 

every time I work” Ellexis said. “Sharon (Ellexis’s employer and 

owner of Joshae Hair and Beauty) and the girls are really 

friendly and take the time to teach me properly. I can book 

appointments now, and I am starting to be more hands on 

with clients. Trade class starts this week at The Gordon TAFE 

so I’m really looking forward to that!” 

 Bellarine Secondary’s HeadStart Program Co-

ordinator Glenn Robertson said “Ellexis is doing all the right 

things to be a successful Hairdressing apprentice. She is well 

presented, punctual, reliable, and communicates really well 

with me and in the 

workplace.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 student Aa-
ron is really enjoying 
his work experience 
placement at Ban-
nockburn Panel Re-
pair which is located 
in Marshalltown 
Road in Grovedale. 

Aaron has a passion 
for paint and panel 
which is demonstrated by having his own car at home that he 
is repairing, and jumped at the chance to experience a modern 
workshop environment. 

 BPR owners Rob, Mel and Workshop Foreman David 

have been super impressed with Aaron’s motivation and initia-

tive. If all goes well with the placement there may be an op-

portunity for Aaron to be employed by BPR as a HeadStart 

school based apprentice in Automotive Body Repair Technolo-

gy. The flexibility of a HeadStart structured apprenticeship 

would allow Aaron to work two days a week at BPR while 

attending secondary school 3 days a week. Trade class would 

also see Aaron attend The Gordon TAFE three times a year for 

a week at a time.  

If you’re a student looking for a pathway into employment, a 
parent looking for a secure future for your child, or an employer 
looking for your next apprentice, contact the Careers & Path-
ways Team about the HeadStart Program at Bellarine Secondary 
College! 
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Community Flyers 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE:  

Potato Shed car park 

Please ensure when accessing 

the Car Park at the Potato Shed, 

you are bring mindful to ONLY 

use the approved marked pe-

destrian walkways.  

It has been reported that many 

are crossing the road at random 

spots and walking between the 

many buses parked. The con-

cern is if a bus was to roll back 

due to either human error or 

due to mechanical failure, there 

is the possibility of those walking 

between becoming trapped or 

e v e n  w o r s e ,  c r u s h e d .   

Thank you  

Tahnee Kemp  

(Bus Coordinator) 

Images: Students and 

staff wearing their 

masks at lunch-time 

on Monday 3rd August 

2020  


