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Welcome back to the beginning of Term 2. I trust families enjoyed the holiday break
and Easter period and spent time together with families and friends.

Monday 29 April 2019

Term 2 has begun in earnest, albeit with a very short first week. This week we
commemorated ANZAC Day with a whole school assembly. It was a fabulous
opportunity to come together as a College and it reminded us of the growth in our
student numbers as we brought together the 1300 students from years 7-12. We were
fortunate to have Lieutenant Colonel Graeme Smith attend the assembly and he
engaged all present with his reflection on the importance of ANZAC Day. I thank
Graeme for supporting our commemoration as his address was both enlightening and
engaging and helped all in attendance to reflect on both the atrocity of war and the
sacrifices made by Australian and New Zealand service men and women.
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The assembly provided a wonderful opportunity to remind us all of the value we should
place on the freedom we enjoy and the opportunities that we have each day,
particularly in relation to learning and the diverse opportunities available to students
at the College. In this context I encourage each and every student to reflect on the
opportunities available to them and to make the commitment and associated effort
to achieve their full potential. Sometimes it takes special occasions like ANZAC Day for
us to reflect on the opportunities that we have in front of us, and the value we should
place on these opportunities.

COMPASS PORTAL ........................ 2

On returning to school we have found the entrance to the school precinct open after
the work by VicRoads has connected Grubb Road and Peninsula Drive via the newly
established road. Parents and guardians are asked to be very conscious of the new
entrance and be particularly cautious when negotiating the entrance to the school
precinct given the changes that are in place.

STUDENT ABSENCES

Parents/Guardians are reminded of the student free Professional Learning Day on
Tuesday 30th April. This day will provide the opportunity for staff to work collaboratively
developing both the student management structures and the positive recognition
program at the College.
I am pleased to announce that Mr Josh Holt, will this week be the recipient of the
ACHPER (Australian Council for Health, Physical Education & Recreation) Victorian
Graduate Award for “outstanding contributions health, physical education and
recreation”. On behalf of the College, I congratulate Mr Holt on receiving this award!
In a similar vein, Elena Nicholls competed in the State Finals of the VSSSA Swimming in
the 50m breaststroke event this week, and while I am yet to learn of her performance,
simply reaching this level of competition is very noteworthy and recognition of her
fantastic performances at regional and zone carnivals leading up to this carnival. Well
done Elena!
Finally, I welcome a number of new staff to the College including the following who
are replacing staff on leave for Term 2; Eliza Skinner (replacing Ms G. Saunders), Mr
Gary Dahl (replacing Mr Pitfield), Ms Lindsay Roos (replacing Mrs Jenny Guy). Mr
Jonathon Gill also joins the College VCAL team and Ms Lynette Ruseler joins the
College as Timetabler. I welcome these staff to the College and look forward to their
contribution to teaching and learning.
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Important College Dates
Date
April
Tue 30
May
Mon 13
May 14 – 24
Wed 22
Tue 28
June
Mon 3 – Fri 7
Mon 10
Friday 28
July
Mon 15
Thu 18
Fri 26

Event
Staff Professional Learning Day (Student free day)
Corio Mufti Day (IDAHOT DAY) – Student casual dress, gold coin donation
NAPLAN Testing YR 7 and YR 9 students
College Council @ Ocean Grove Campus
Digital Tattoo – YR 7-9 Parent/Guardian/Student information evening Ocean Grove Campus
YR 11 Exam week (VCAL classes run as normal)
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday (Student free day)
End of Term Two. 2:22 finish (end of period 5) Buses will run accordingly
Term Three commences
Year 12 Course Counselling – Student Free Day Year 11 Students only.
Staff Professional Learning Day (Student Free Day)

Upcoming Student Excursions
Date
May
Wed 1
Wed 1
Fri 3
Fri 3
Tue 7
Thu 9
Fri 10
Mon 13 – Tue 14
Tue 14
Tue 14
Thu 16 – Fri 17
Fri 17
Fri 24
Mon 27 - Tue 28
Thu 30 - Fri 31

Excursion

Group Involved

Consent/Payment Due

Intermediate Girls Football
Intermediate Boys Football
YR 9 Geelong Tertiary Futures Program
Bellarine Division Athletics
Queen Victoria Market
YR 10 Robotics – Mission To Mars
YR 9 Geelong Tertiary Futures Program
YR 10 Kennett River Surf Camp
YR 11 Origin of Atoms – Big Bang
YR 12 VCAL Intercultural Connections
VCE Otways Tour
YR 9 Geelong Tertiary Futures Program
YR 9 Geelong Tertiary Futures Program
YR 11 Canoe Camp
YR 11 Canoe Camp

Selected Students
Selected Students
Group Two
Selected students
YR 12 VCAL
Selected Students
Group Two
Selected Students
Selected Students
YR 12 VCAL
VCE Outdoor Ed
Group Two
Group Two
Selected Students
Selected Students

30/04/19
26/04/19
Overdue
26/04/19
Overdue
02/05/19

07/05/19
09/05/19

Student Absence Information
Same day notification of unexplained absences:
Department of Education & Training guidelines state that all Victorian government schools must contact
parents/guardians as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence.
Bellarine Secondary College will use the Compass Attendance Email feature to communicate this information to parents.
The Email Message Module will notify parents if their child has an “unexplained” absence for any class during the school
day. To avoid receiving these messages unnecessarily, parents/carers are asked to inform the school of reasons why their
child is absent the day of absence, via:Calling the 24 hour absence line - phone: 5251 9010, or
Calling the Administration Office - Phone: 5251 9000, or
Log-in to Compass Parent Portal and approve absence.
Parents/carers who receive a notification via email are required to address the matter immediately with the school.

Compass Portal
Students can use their normal school credentials to login at home, student code and password same as on the school network.
Parents/Guardians can also login and view the following information with their own username and password:> View and print school Reports
> See Daily Attendance
> Contact Teachers
> View latest news and print excursion forms

> Book 3-way Conferences
> Approve Absences
> View the Newsletter
> View student timetable

If you need any help navigating or logging in please contact the Administration office for assistance. The Portal link can be found on
the School Web Site: http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au
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Drysdale Campus Report
Beginning to the Term
The start of Term 2 has been smooth with students and staff settling quickly to teaching and learning. It is an opportune
time for parents to check and confirm that students have all of the required equipment and approach their learning in
a positive manner with high aspirations. Three-Way Conferences have provided the opportunity for parents and
students to engage with class teachers in order to understand exactly how students can achieve their full potential.
On a different note, the start of term is also a great time to check your child’s uniform. With the cold weather
approaching it will be important to ensure that your child’s winter uniform is in order. We would appreciate if you could
ensure that your child does not wear a hoodie to school but rather dresses in layers with a white T-shirt beneath their
uniform as a way of dressing to guard against the cold weather we will encounter over the next few months.
Please also note that some girls have fallen into the habit of wearing low cut boots to school. This is not acceptable and
we ask that T-bars or lace-up black school shoes (as per our uniform policy) are worn instead.
Setting Goals in Term 2
It is important for parents/guardians to engage with their student(s) and explicitly discuss their recent report and set
achievable academic goals for Term 2. The Three-Way Conferences will have provided some help with this process.
Research shows that setting a few short term achievable goals is effective in bringing improvement, so please do take
the time to sit down with your child and set goals for Term 2!
NAPLAN
This year our Year 9 students will be completing NAPLAN online. Students will still be required to complete 4 tests but as
all students will not complete testing at the same time, the tests will be spread out across 2 weeks, May 14-24. Students
will complete some short activities during English and Maths classes to familiarise themselves with the online format.
ANZAC Day Commemoration
Thank you to Gabby Peacock and AJ Shaw for representing the College at the Geelong School’s ANZAC service of
commemoration on Wednesday 24th April at Johnstone Park. It was great to have schools across Geelong come
together to participate in a combined service.
End of LinC Term 1 Friday
On Friday our Year 9 students completed their first Learning in Community (LinC) program. Students in 9A, 9B. 9C, 9D &
9E completed the Geelong Tertiary Futures Program (GTFP) and students in 9F, 9G, 9H, 9I, 9J & 9K completed the
Personal Investigation program. Year 9 students will rotate their program for the remainder of Term 2. We look forward to
hearing about the learning experiences from these classes.
Contacting the College
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to contact your child’s House Leader as the first point of contact if you have any
questions/concerns or seek any assistance and/or support.

Year 12 student Elena Nicholls
competed in the State Finals of
the VSSSA Swimming in the 50m
breaststroke.

Damian Marra and Luke Skewes
Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus

House Leaders 2019
Corio
Terri-Anne Finch
YR 11&12
Maddie Chaplin
YR 9&10

Lonsdale
Kristie Miles
YR 11&12
Laura Doran
YR 9&10

Nepean
Vanessa Wedding
YR 11&12
Senem Shamsili
YR 9&10
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Swan
Jess Walsh
YR 11&12
Barry Davies
YR 9&10
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Ocean Campus Report
Beginning Term Two
Staff and students returned to Ocean Grove on Tuesday, refreshed after their two-week break. As the weather turns
cooler, students are beginning to transition into the winter uniform, with the new soft-shell jackets looking fantastic
around the campus.
Term Two has a broad range of activities, from inter-school sports competitions to student programs, excursions and
incursions. As always, the academic program of the school continues with students continuing to develop their
knowledge, skills and understandings in all subjects. Vital to this is attendance, and whilst cold and flu season does
impact on students, we expect that when healthy our students attend every day to get the most out of their
educational opportunities.
ANZAC Assembly
The College commemorated ANZAC day at its first whole school assembly on the 24th of April. Students from the Ocean
Grove Campus were transported over to the Drysdale Campus to be a part of the ceremony, which included a
fantastic address from Lieutenant Colonel Graeme Smith. The conduct from students was excellent as always and the
respect they demonstrated towards both the event and the visitors to our college is to be commended.

YR 8 students Lucy Cooper and
Aneiki Veenstra-Liddle lay a wreath at the dawn service in Ocean Grove.

NAPLAN
Term Two is the time when NAPLAN takes place across the nation, and our Year 7 students will be sitting their tests from
the 14th to 24th May. Students have been given information to take home regarding the testing, which is taking place
online this year. If parents have any queries or questions regarding NAPLAN, we ask that they contact the college and
speak to Adam Powell at the Ocean Grove Campus.
"Do we need viable and sustainable building materials in the future?"
Year 8 students at Bellarine Secondary College investigate the environmental and performance advantages of using
Hemp as a building product. They performed a range of tests to determine if the bricks could be used as a
commercially viable building product with regard to its thermal and acoustic properties. Other tests carried out by our
students on the Hempcrete bricks also included sonic, sheer, compression density and absorption testing. Students were
quite surprised at how well (and not to mention commercially viable), Hempcrete performed in comparison to normal
clay bricks. Maybe a sign of what’s to come! Sue Rizzo, Science Teacher.

Pierre Grzybek and Adam Powell
Ocean Grove Campus Assistant Principals

House Leaders 2019
Corio
Bob Marmion
YR 7&8

Lonsdale
Margot Romanin
YR 7&8

Nepean
Katie Walsh
YR 7&8
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Swan
Kelly Clitheroe
YR 7&8
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Bellarine Secondary College
together with BATForce
presents
“DIGITAL TATTOO”
Year 7 – Year 9 Parents/Guardians and students
are invited to attend this informative information evening
Tuesday 28th May at 6:30 – 8:00pm
Ocean Grove Campus
Young People live in an amazing world, they seamlessly move between their ‘online world’ and ‘living directly
world’. As a community this can create some intrepidation as they baffle us with their speed and connectivity,
take risks and sometimes make mistakes.
This session is a chance for families to come together and explore what technology will look like in their lives.
Talk about potential risks, strategies for managing concerns and how we keep communication open as our
families grow their interaction with their online worlds.
The session runs for 90 minutes is interactive and a bit of fun.
Topics include:
Healthy online relationships, gaming, social media, gambling, importance of role modelling, creating rules that
fit your family, green time vs screen time, staying safe, looking out for your mates and developing
‘techiquette.’
Please RSVP before 21st May 2019 to
Leanne Nicholson
Phone: 5251 9012
nicholson.leanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
FEEDBACK FROM FAMILIES THAT HAVE ATTENDED THIS SESSION –
‘The whole thing was fantastic. It’s always going to be hard to cover all the content in one evening but you
did extrememly well. Loads of great ideas and communicated in an accessible and humourous way. A fun
evening! Thanks for keeping up with th research too- that feels good to have that tied inot the anecdotes.’
‘ Stop the head in the sand mentality ‘ ‘Learning that prohibition doesn’t work.’ ‘Funny, entertaining,
informative’ ‘Lots of practical tips delivered in an accessible way’
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Community Information

Vinnies NILS
The NO INTEREST LOAN SCHEME (NILS)
Provides individuals and families on low
incomes access to safe, fair and affordable
credit. Further information can be obtained
by: Enquiries.nils@vinniesnils.org.au
or collect a brochure from either Campus.

THE IMPORTANCE OF REGULAR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE - How many days did your child miss
last Term?
0

1-5
6-10
11-20
20+

Excellent - A child with no absences is able to take full advantage of teaching and learning opportunities
available to them.
This is within normal range. A child with this attendance rate is able to take full advantage of the teaching and
learning opportunities available to them.
This attendance rate is below average. A child with this attendance rate could miss over one year of learning
between prep and year 10. Please contact the College for support.
This is a poor attendance rate. A child with this attendance rate could miss out on up to two years of learning
between prep and year 10. Please contact the College for support.
This is a very poor attendance rate. A child with this attendance rate could miss over two and one half years of
learning between Prep and year 10. Please contact the College for support.

Things to Remember:
Students need to attend school regularly to make the most of educational opportunities and to reach their full potential.
There is a direct link between school attendance and achievement later in life.
When young people are in school every day, they are safer and less likely to be victims of crime, or become involved in
crime.
If you are experiencing difficulty getting your student to school on a regular basis, please contact your Student’s House
Leader or our Community Engagement Officer Leanne Nicholson 5251 9012 to discuss ways we can support you and
your student.
6

