College Newsletter
Principal’s Report
Rehearsals are well under way for this year’s Drama production, ‘The Witches’, based on the work
of Roald Dahl. There are a number of students from both campuses that are routinely rehearsing
as they prepare in earnest for the opening performance in August. I recognise and thank Cassia
Webster, Mel DiNiro and Bec Cowled for the hours of time that they continue to drive the
production and providing our students such a rich opportunity.
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Speaking of that, I would also like to recognise and thank Steve McEwan, Barry Davies and the
music staff for their leadership of the VET Music program which sees senior students perform at the
Brew House in Queenscliff each Thursday evening. This is further evidence of the wonderful
opportunities provided for students of Bellarine Secondary College.

IMPORTANT COLLEGE DATES ...... 2

Sue Blackett and Steve Carlson continue to actively lead the Sport program across the College
and Term 2 interschool sport is well underway with students training led by staff at lunchtime in
readiness to compete against other Geelong schools.

COMPASS PORTAL ........................ 2

The return to school this term has in fact seen numerous extra curricula programs engage students
in their learning beyond the classroom. Such excursions as the recent VCAL excursion to the
Victoria Market and the industrial area in Ocean Grove, the Year 9 Drama excursion to GPAC,
the Ready Set Work excursion to Basil’s Farm, the Wellbeing Departments ‘Boys Go Extreme’
excursion, the Year 10 Robotics excursion to Strathmore High School to participate in the ‘Mission
to Mars’ program and the Indonesian classes participation in the Sayembara Lisan speaking
competition, all highlight the length that class teachers and program leaders go to, to ensure the
learning program at the College is engaging and connected to the world around them.
These are just a few examples from the past fortnight and there are many more planned for the
next few weeks, and indeed, over the remainder of the year.
I thank staff for incorporating these opportunities in their learning programs and encourage
students to engage actively in order to realise their academic potential.
Another such opportunity is the Public Pedagogy Initiative which sees a number of Year 9 and 10
students who reside in the Portarlington area participate in the Portarlington Knowledge Project
and Pop-UP School which involves these students collecting the knowledge that exists from
Portarlington residents which will then be compiled into a book reflecting the enormous
knowledge that sits amongst our community. This inter-generational project will be completed in
partnership with Monash University and is further evidence of our commitment to establishing rich
connections with our local community.
The next few weeks also will see students at Year 7 and 9 students’ complete NAPLAN testing. This
is an important process as it provides staff with a clear point in time assessment that is considered
alongside other tools such as On-Demand testing (which is completed in English class across the
Year) and Essential Assessments (completed in Maths classes) and teacher judgements to
determine the learning achievements and needs of each student. Staff use this understanding to
plan and review our learning programs to ensure they are meeting student needs. NAPLAN
testing also helps us identify students that require additional literacy and numeracy support and
may attract further funding to ensure that they receive the support to bridge significant gaps in
their learning.
Students at all year levels will complete Attitude to School survey in the next few weeks which
provides important information about how students feel about the College and their learning. This
also provides powerful data which informs our planning for continuous improvement.
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Important College Dates
Date
May
Mon 13
May 14 – 24
Wed 22
Tue 28
Wed 29
June
Fri 7 – Thu 13
Mon 10
Tue 18 – Fri 21
Wed 19
Thu 27
Friday 28
July
Mon 15
Thu 18
Fri 26

Event
Corio Mufti Day (IDAHOT DAY) – POSTPONED UNTIL 29 MAY
NAPLAN Testing YR 7 and YR 9 students
College Council @ Ocean Grove Campus
Digital Tattoo – YR 7-9 Parent/Guardian/Student information evening Ocean Grove Campus
Corio Mufti Day (IDAHOT DAY) – Student casual dress, gold coin donation
YR 11 Exam week Please note change of date. (VCAL classes run as normal)
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday (Student free day)
Year 10 Exam week
College Council at Ocean Grove Campus
Year 10 Immunisations
End of Term Two. 2:22 finish (end of period 5) Buses will run accordingly
Term Three commences
Year 12 Course Counselling – Student Free Day Year 11 Students only.
Staff Professional Learning Day (Student Free Day)

Upcoming Student Excursions
Date
May
Tue 14
Tue 14
Tue 14
Tue 14
Thu 16 – Fri 17
Fri 17
Tue 21
Thu 23 May
Fri 24
Fri 24
Mon 27 - Tue 28
Thu 30 - Fri 31
June
Tue 4
Thu 13 – Fri 14

Excursion

Group Involved

Consent/Payment Due

YR 11 Origin of Atoms – Big Bang
YR 12 VCAL Intercultural Connections
Senior Girls Football
Senior Boys Football
VCE Otways Tour
YR 9 Geelong Tertiary Futures Program
YR 8 Interschool Football
YR 9 Drama “Take Over” Semester 1 Program
YR 9 Geelong Tertiary Futures Program
YR 9 Term 2 LINC Program
YR 11 Canoe Camp
YR 11 Canoe Camp

Selected Students
YR 12 VCAL

07/05/19

VCE Outdoor Ed
Group Two
Selected Students
Seclected Students
Group Two

09/05/19

Intermediate Boys Netball
YR 10 Kennett River Surf Camp

Selected Students
Selected Students

17/05/19
Selected Students
Selected Students

Compass Portal
Students can use their normal school credentials to login at home, student code and password same as on the school
network. Parents/Guardians can also login and view the following information with their own username and password:> View and print school Reports
> See Daily Attendance
> Contact Teachers
> View latest news and print excursion forms

> Book 3-way Conferences
> Approve Absences
> View the Newsletter
> View student timetable

If you need any help navigating or logging in please contact the Administration office for assistance. The Portal link can
be found on the School Web Site: http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au
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School Attendance Information:

What to do
when your
child
can’t come
to school…

Call our 24 hour
Absent Line
5251 9010

Let us know

Or Call
Either Campus
5251 9000
Or log-in to your
Parent Portal and
Approve absence

Sick

Please provide a
Medical certificate
(VCE and long-term)

Medical Appointment

Please ensure you meet
with your student’s House
Leader before leaving.

Family Holiday

Speak to your Student’s
House Leader or our
Wellbeing Team if support
required

Bereavement

Ask to talk to your
student’s House Leader or
our Community
Engagement Officer

School Refusal

Always ensure your child communicates with their teachers
through Compass to catch up on any learning tasks they may
have missed.
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Drysdale Campus Report
Students Attitude to School Survey
Over the coming weeks, all students will be completing the annual attitudes to school survey. It will take roughly 15 minutes
of their class time and captures students’ attitudes and experiences of school. This is valuable information in helping us to
continually improve as a college and addressing student needs. The survey is administered from a secure online survey
portal and all student responses are anonymous.
Bike Shed
A reminder that students should be locking their bikes in the bike shed and putting their helmets in their lockers. We’re
unable to lock this shed during school hours.
National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
Year 9 students will commence this year’s NAPLAN testing on May 15 and will follow the below schedule
Writing: Tuesday May 14th
Reading: Wednesday May 15th
Language Conventions: Thursday May 16th
Numeracy: Monday May 20th
This year students will be completing the NAPLAN assessments online, students will require their laptops and headphones
on each day of testing. Thank you in advance for ensuring your student is always prepared.
The results of the tests provide information for students, parents, teachers and the college about student achievement
which is used to inform teaching and learning programs. NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information regarding student
progress in literacy and numeracy and are intended to complement teacher judgement and the wide range of formal
and informal testing programs that already take place at Bellarine Secondary College. As with all single assessments,
NAPLAN test results are not intended to be used in isolation from other school-based assessment programs.
If you wish to withdraw your child from the testing please contact the Drysdale office to organise an Exemption and
Withdrawal Form that will need to be signed and returned by Friday May 10 th. For more information on NAPLAN please
refer to the Compass message sent to parents.
Camps
We have a number of camps occurring over the coming weeks, they provide an excellent opportunity for students to
learn outside the classroom and connect their learning at school. It is important that students are in contact with
classroom teachers to discuss any work that they will miss while on camp.
SCHOOLS IN PHILANTHROPY (S.I.P.)
The Year 11 VCAL classes have been introduced to this special community project for the first time in 2019. Gail Rodgers,
CEO of the Geelong Community Foundation (G.C.F.) and Val Lawrence, well known community member visited school
to introduce the S.I.P. program.
They outlined the aims of the G.C.F. and how it was established to distribute donated funds to worthy causes and groups
in the Geelong community. The students have gained insights on the processes involved in grant applications and how
decisions are made when funds are being given out in the community. Their enhanced vocabulary has included an
understanding of terms such as: intellectual property, citizenship, human resource, grass roots, intellectual property, etc.
We now have a team of students who are working together to assist the G.C.F. to decide how $17,000 worth of grant
monies are going to be allocated to community groups in the local area. The students have been provided with training
and guidance and are aware of their responsibilities regarding confidentiality. They have read the grant applications and
visited the community groups seeking financial support.
We are extremely proud of what the students have already achieved and look forward to being involved in the
presentation ceremonies.
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Drysdale Campus Report Cont’d:
S.I.P. up-date
Congratulations to Jye Baker, Emily Pitcher and Jess Barry for their wonderful presentation
at the Geelong Library. These students demonstrated wonderful leadership skills when
they presented to a large number of school students and business and community
representatives on Tuesday 30th April.
A great effort indeed when all other students had the day off for the student free Staff
Professional Learning Day.

Drysdale Festival of Glass
On Tuesday 7th May and Wednesday 8th May the Drysdale
Festival of Glass group ran a mini training session for
interested Year 11 VCAL students. Mr Doug Carson and Ms
Glenda MacNaughton ran the students through a number
of skills and techniques to allow them to create a variety of
art objects such as beads, leaves and other items. All
students were also able to attempt to ‘blow the glass’ into
hollow ball shapes as their final task. Students really enjoyed
the experience and our College is very appreciative of this
local community organisation providing time to work with
our students.
Year 12 VCAL
We have the Year 12 VCAL block work experience coming up on Monday 20 th May. Students will be out on structured
workplace learning for a 5-day block. This is a great opportunity for students to create positive relationships with
employers and build their capacity in readiness for entering the workforce.
VCAL STUDENTS AT WORK:

Bailey Sykes learning about plumbing.

Tyler Murray at The Geelong Skate Shop.

Contacting the College - Parents/Guardians are encouraged to contact your Student’s House Leader as the first point
of contact if you have any questions/concerns or seek any assistance and/or support;
Damian Marra and Luke Skewes
Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus

House Leaders 2019
Corio
Terri-Anne Finch
YR 11&12
Maddie Chaplin
YR 9&10

Lonsdale
Kristie Miles
YR 11&12
Laura Doran
YR 9&10

Nepean
Vanessa Wedding
YR 11&12
Senem Shamsili
YR 9&10
5

Swan
Jess Walsh
YR 11&12
Barry Davies
YR 9&10
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Ocean Campus Report
NAPLAN
Next week marks the start of our NAPLAN testing period for Year 7 students. Over the course of two weeks, students will
be sitting assessments in Writing, Reading, Language Conventions and Numeracy. This year sees the college undertake
NAPLAN Online, which will require students to login to a secure nation-wide system to complete their testing.
As a college, NAPLAN is an opportunity for us to gauge the effectiveness of our teaching program and to adapt to the
needs of our students. Whilst individual results are informative, we want to urge families not to treat this as a formal
assessment or to place any undue emphasis on the results. All we ask of our students is that they try their best during the
testing and give it a proper go.
All students have been issued with instructions for the testing period and their schedules for the testing. This information
has also been emailed home to parents. It is critical that students bring their laptops fully charged to school on these
days, and that they have a pair of earphones to be able to listen to any audio prompts within the testing.
If parents have any concerns about NAPLAN at the Ocean Grove campus, they are welcome to contact Adam Powell
via phone or email.
Children and Social Media
There has been a recent spike in student issues arising from online conduct, and the college would like to offer some
support to families who feel ill-prepared to tackle this problem. If you have concerns regarding your child’s use of social
media, here are some strategies you can try:
 Place phone and laptop chargers in family living spaces, rather than in bedrooms.
 Have ‘No WiFi’ times at home (after 9pm, for example)
 Change the WiFi password, and have children earn access as a privilege.
 Check phones for apps such as Snapchat, Kik, WhatsApp and other messaging services.
 Be aware that children often maintain multiple accounts on some social media (Instagram in particular).
The best strategy when it comes to dealing with online issues, however, is to talk honestly with your child. Ask them who
they are talking to, what issues they are having and how they can deal with problems. If your child is getting
inappropriate, harassing or offensive messages, make sure they;
1. Screenshot the offending content to keep a record of it.
2. Report the offending user through the social media platform.
3. Block the offending user.
This mantra of “Screenshot, Report, Block” is a key tool for everyone to manage their online life, and should be repeated
regularly with children learning about the world of social media.
Digital Tattoo – Tuesday 28th May
As a further support around social Media, Bellarine Secondary College are running a Parent Information Evening “Digital
Tattoo” which will highlight the impact of social media in our lives. All parents/guardians and students in years 7 – 9 are
invited. Full details on the following page.
Youth Advance
Last week, our Year 8 students were provided with a presentation to promote the 2019 Youth Advance Program.
Applications are currently being accepted from year 8 students for this wonderful partnership with the Ocean Grove
CFA. All students who participate in this program develop communication and leadership skills and learn the
importance of community volunteering. The students gain first aid qualifications, participate in adventure activities and
a 3-day camp at the end of the year. As well as having lots of fun!
Thanks to Katelyn Miller and Holly Scotlock-Kemp for sharing the experiences they had last year as members of this
team.

Pierre Grzybek and Adam Powell
Assistant Principals, Ocean Grove Campus

House Leaders 2019
Corio
Bob Marmion
YR 7&8

Lonsdale
Margot Romanin
YR 7&8

Nepean
Katie Walsh
YR 7&8
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Swan
Kelly Clitheroe
YR 7&8
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BATforce Information Night

Bellarine Secondary College
together with BATForce
presents
“DIGITAL TATTOO”
Year 7 – Year 9 Parents/Guardians and students
are invited to attend this informative information evening
Tuesday 28th May at 6:30 – 8:00pm
Ocean Grove Campus
Young People live in an amazing world, they seamlessly move between their ‘online world’ and ‘living directly
world’. As a community this can create some intrepidation as they baffle us with their speed and connectivity,
take risks and sometimes make mistakes.
This session is a chance for families to come together and explore what technology will look like in their lives.
Talk about potential risks, strategies for managing concerns and how we keep communication open as our
families grow their interaction with their online worlds.
The session runs for 90 minutes is interactive and a bit of fun.
Topics include:
Healthy online relationships, gaming, social media, gambling, importance of role modelling, creating rules that
fit your family, green time vs screen time, staying safe, looking out for your mates and developing
‘techiquette.’
Please RSVP before 21st May 2019 to
Leanne Nicholson
Phone: 5251 9012
nicholson.leanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
FEEDBACK FROM FAMILIES THAT HAVE ATTENDED THIS SESSION –
‘The whole thing was fantastic. It’s always going to be hard to cover all the content in one evening but you did
extrememly well. Loads of great ideas and communicated in an accessible and humourous way. A fun evening! Thanks
for keeping up with th research too- that feels good to have that tied inot the anecdotes.’ ‘ Stop the head in the sand
mentality ‘ ‘Learning that prohibition doesn’t work.’ ‘Funny, entertaining, informative’ ‘Lots of practical tips delivered in
an accessible way’
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Community Page:
Woolworths has just launched Earn & Learn, and we're once again joining it. For those parents who aren't aware
of the program, if you shop at Woolworths between 1st of May and the 25th of June you can earn stickers. Our
school will be collecting these stickers which we'll be able to swap for new school equipment; things like art and
craft supplies, sports gear, teaching aids, and more.
So for any parents who shop at Woolworths, please collect those stickers and drop them in to our collection box,
which is located at Safeway Ocean Grove and Curlewis. Thanks for helping out!
Point Lonsdale Tennis Club has been successful in obtaining funding to run a tennis program
for 12 to 17 year old boys and girls. The program is very informal and is meant to be nonthreatening and fun. We intend to include a variety of activities such as cardio tennis, yoga
and pilates.
The club is conducting the tennis sessions on a Monday evening from 5:00 to 6:30 pm during
term 2.
All players of all standards, including beginners, are welcome to participate. Cost is $5 per
session.
Players can register online at www.tennis.com.au/tennis4teens or simply turn up on the night
to register.

Contact
03 4210 1108
barwon.nils@vt.uniting.org
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