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College Newsletter 

Principal’s Report 
 

As we enter the last week of Semester One, I would like to recognise the work 

of classroom teachers and Education Support staff in providing students of the 

College with such diverse and engaging learning experiences and 

opportunities over the first semester. I have been tracking these with much 

interest and am constantly amazed at the opportunities that are made 

available to our students. This, along with the diversity and breadth of subjects 

and pathways available in the Later Years, are features of our College and a 

credit to staff. 
 

As you read this the students and staff involved in the 2019 Indonesian Trip will 

have left for Indonesia accompanied by Ms Claridge and Ms Scarlett. We look 

forward to hearing of their fabulous time on their return on 6th July. 
 

Year 12 students will have started Unit 4 studies in the final weeks of term and 

I encourage them to both find some time to relax and regenerate over the 

holidays as well as find time to ensure that they have started on developing 

summaries of their Unit 3 learning in readiness for the end of year exams. These 

students will also have Unit 4 work to complete over the holidays and I trust will 

come back to school both up to date and ready for the challenge of revising 

Unit 3 as they continue their learning of Unit 4 content over Term Three in 

readiness for the end of the year exams in Term Four. 
 

The College Council recently reviewed and updated the College’s Child Safe 

practices and policy to align with current DET Protect protocols. Please see 

the attached link which articulates the College’s commitment to both 

providing a safe environment for students as well as meeting its duty of care 

and mandated responsibilities. http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au/4-4-child-

safety-and-reporting-policy/ 
 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all staff and members of our school 

community understand the various legal and other reporting obligations 

related to child safety that apply to Bellarine Secondary College and 

members of our College community.  
 

Parents and guardians would be aware that the Semester Reports have been 

postponed until Thursday 18th July and will appear on Compass. I thank 

parents and guardians for their understanding of the need to stall the release 

of Reports as we work our way through what is a new process for staff, and the 

College. Instructions on how to view reports will be shared via Compass in the 

first week of Term Three. 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

24 Hour/7 days a week  

Absence Line 
 

5251 9010 
 

All student absences 

must be reported to 

the College the day 

of absence. 
 

Absences can also 

be updated via 

Compass Parent 

Portal 
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                 College Newsletter 
Important College Dates  

Date Event 

June 

Thu 27 Year 10 Immunisations 

Friday 28 End of Term Two. 2:22 finish (end of period 5) Buses will run accordingly 

July  

Mon 15 Term Three commences 

Thu 18 YR 12 2020 Course Counselling – Student Free Day Year 11 Students only 

Fri 26 Staff Professional Learning Day  - Student Free Day 

Tue 30 YRS 9 – 12, 2020 Information Evening – Drysdale Campus 5:30pm – 8:30pm 

August  

Mon 5 YR 11 2020 Course Counselling – Student Free Day Year 10 Students only 

Thu 8 YR 12 Three-Way Conferences 

Mon 12 YR 10 2020 Course Counselling – Student Free Day Year 9 Students only 

Wed 14 YR 9 2020 Subject Selection – Current YR 8 students – during class 

Wed 21 College Council – Drysdale Campus 

Wed 21 – Fri 23 School Production – Witches GPAC 

Upcoming Student Excursions 
Date Excursion Group Involved Consent/Payment Due 

June 

Mon 24 YR 10 University Immersion Experience Day 1 YR 10 Students 17/06/19 

Tue 25 YR 10 University Immersion Experience Day 2 YR 10 Students 17/06/19 

Tue 25 – July 6 Indonesian Tour Selected Students  

Wed 26 YR 8 Medieval Incursion All YR 8 Students  

Wed 26 Werribee Open Range Zoo 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D. 7E 07/06/19 

Thu 27 Werribee Open Range Zoo 7F, 7G, 7H, 7I, 7J 07/06/19 

Fr 28  Geelong Tertiary Futures Program Year 9 Students  

July  

Tue 16 Senior Sports Teams TBA 26/06/19 

Wed 17 Intermediate Sports Teams TBA 26/06/19 

Thu 18 YR 12 Studio Arts Forum  Selected Students 26/06/19 

Fri 19 YR 9 LinC commencement YR 9 students 18/06/19 

Fri 19 Intermediate Sports Teams TBA 26/06/19 

Mon 22 Intermediate Sports Teams TBA 26/06/19 

Thu 25 Senior Sports Teams TBA 26/06/19 

Mon 29  VCAL OE Rock Climbing Selected Students  

 

Where are they now? 
 

Shelise Roberson was a student at Bellarine Secondary College from 2003-2008 (dux in 2008). 

She has studied for a Master of Philosophy at Cambridge University and also worked and 

volunteered in collections, education, events, and visitor services across various museums 

and galleries in Cambridge including: The Fitzwilliam Museum, The Museum of Archaeology 

and Anthropology, and The Museum of Classical Archaeology. Shelise is currently doing her 

Doctorate at Deakin University in Literature and History.  
 

 

 

Compass Portal  
Students can use their normal school credentials to login at home, student code and password same as on the school 

network.  Parents/Guardians can also login and view the following information with their own username and password:- 

 

> View and print school Reports      > Book 3-way Conferences 

> See Daily Attendance     > Approve Absences  

> Contact Teachers     > View the Newsletter  

> View latest news and print excursion forms  > View student timetable 

 

If you need any help navigating or logging in please contact the Administration office for assistance. The Portal link can 

be found on the School Web Site: http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au 

http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au/
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Drysdale Campus Report 
Year 10 and 11 exams  

Congratulations to students in Year 10 and 11 for successfully completing their mid-year exams. As discussed previously 

the exams are an important opportunity to develop students’ capacity in preparing and completing exams. Thank you 

to Mrs Downing and Mrs Fawcett for your leadership through this process. 
 

The Importance of Home Group  

Each day begins with Home Group so that students have a consistent, familiar routine before their active learning in 

classes. Home Group provides students with the opportunity to log into Compass and confirm their timetable and classes 

for the day, be aware of any changes to their normal routine such as room changes or staff absences as well as read the 

daily student bulletin so they are fully informed and can assume full responsibility for their day ahead.  

Some students are, however, arriving late which means they are not as organised for the day and miss the opportunity to 

be fully involved in the diversity of things which occur in the College each day. Late arrival is also very disruptive to the 

smooth running of the campus. Please support your child to be on time.  
 

Attendance  

Student attendance remains a very strong focus of the College. Student absence interrupts the continuity and sequence 

of learning and is a major barrier to student learning. Every Day Counts! Please encourage and support your child to be 

at school each and every day. Contact Student Engagement Officer, Leanne Nicholson, or your child’s House Leader if 

you require support to ensure that your child is at school every day.  
 

General Achievement Test (GAT)  

Students studying Unit 3&4 VCE subjects and scored VET units completed the GAT last week. We would like to congratulate 

students on the manner in which they approached this task. As mentioned in a previous newsletter the GAT is an essential 

part of the VCE assessment process. While the test does not count directly towards a student’s VCE, GAT results are used 

to check that VCE external assessments and School-based Assessments have been accurately and fairly assessed. The 

GAT is used in these checks because its results are a good predictor of final assessment for VCE studies. If a student has 

done well in the GAT, they are likely to do well in their School-based Assessments and external assessments. It is also a very 

valuable experience as it helps to build students familiarity with exam type conditions as they approach end-of-year 

exams.  
 

Year 10 Meningococcal Immunisations  

Please recall that Year 10 students will be receiving meningococcal immunisations on Thursday 27th June. This is a valuable 

service provided by Barwon Health and supports the health and wellbeing of students. 
 

Planning for 2020 

As we approach Term Three, it is important to consider some important dates that will help students make informed 

decisions about their learning program in 2020. Please consider the following dates and note them in your calendar.  

A particularly important date to note is the Course Information Evening on Tuesday July 30th where information will be 

provided for parents/guardians and students that will assist them in their subject selections for 2020. There will be a number 

of presentations as well as displays from each area of learning across Years 9-12 and the opportunity for parents and 

students to speak with teachers to ensure subject selections for 2020 are fully informed.  

A prospectus providing detail of the subjects available at each year level will be circulated via Compass as we approach 

Course Counselling. Further communication regarding student subject selection for 2020 will be distributed closer to each 

of the below dates;  
 

2020 Year 11 subject selection – Monday 5th August 

2020 Year 10 subject selection – Monday 12th August 
 

Please note that students will not be required to attend timetabled classes on the Course Counselling day for their year 

level. Students will be required to attend for an appointment to discuss and enter their subject selection for 2020. 
 

Year 9 Learning in Community (LinC) 

Year 9 students have participated in two fantastic programs this semester, Geelong Tertiary Futures Program (GTFP) and 

Personal Investigation. GTFP was conducted at the Gordon and provided students with the opportunity to complete VET 

taster courses across a range of subject areas. Personal Investigation allowed students to work in groups to investigate an 

issue that interested them and deliver a presentation. Both of these programs have been fantastic for students and 

provide them an opportunity to engage in their learning in a different manner then the traditional classroom. 

Next semester students will complete 2 of 7 LinC electives which they have selected. Students will explore areas of interest 

to them and engage with the local community.  
 

Drysdale Canteen News 

Drysdale Canteen now has EFTPOS available.  Minimal charge is $5.  
Available to all staff and students. 
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Drysdale Campus Report Cont’d: 
Reports 
 

The release of reports has been pushed back until July 18, in the first week of term 3, to allow all reports to be completed 

as we adapt to our new reporting system. There will be a communications sent to all families once these reports are 

available on Compass.  Once these reports are released we will be putting out a surveys to students and parents so that 

we can continue to improve our reporting. Your feedback will be greatly appreciated.  
 

VET (Vocational Education and Training) Information - 
 

With Course Counselling and subject selection about to commence in Term 3 it is a great time to explore one of the 

Pathway options available at BSC – VET or Vocational Education and Training.  Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

programs are taught by TAFE institutes and other Registered Training Organisations (RTOs). Bellarine Secondary College 

works closely with a number of providers to offer VET programs in areas such as agriculture, business, engineering and 

hospitality, music, equine, beauty, early child care and building and construction.  Students can access these courses 

from year 11 onwards as a part of their Pathway and Career development for the future. In some cases we can offer 

limited places to Year 10 students in VET Courses. 
 

All nationally recognised VET training counts towards a VET qualification as well as the VCE or VCAL. It allows students to 

mix general and vocational education and to make a start on training for a career before they leave school. The training 

teaches skills and knowledge needed in particular occupations and workplaces, and normally includes some workplace 

experience that puts these into practice. 
 

As well as preparing students for the workforce, VET programs can lead to further study, either in the VET sector (where 

students can gain credit for their VET certificate) or university, since results from some VET programs can be included in 

the calculation of an ATAR score.  It is also possible for students to leave school after year 12 and complete VET 

qualifications either full time or in combination with employment. 
 

Students undertaking VCAL studies at Bellarine Secondary College are required to complete two VET subjects per year 

to successfully meet the requirements of the VCAL Course. 
 

VET and Course Counselling: 

If you wish to enrol your child in a VET course for 2020 there will be a change of process for all students who wish to 

complete their VET studies at the Gordon.  You will need to bring your child’s USI and ensure that you have an up-to date, 

working email. All Gordon enrolments must be fully completed on course counselling night for your child to be enrolled in 

VET for 2020. Please allow extra time for this process as you will need to complete the online enrolment at the time of your 

course counselling meeting. If you do not have a personal email please organise one or this enrolment process cannot 

take place.   If you have any questions please contact the VET Co Coordinator Lisa Brown  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Damian Marra and Luke Skewes 

Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus 

House Leaders 2019 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch  

YR 11&12 

Kristie Miles  

YR 11&12 

Vanessa Wedding  

YR 11&12 

Jess Walsh 

YR 11&12 

Maddie Chaplin  

YR 9&10 

Laura Doran  

YR 9&10 

Senem Shamsili 

YR 9&10 

Barry Davies 

YR 9&10 

Girls Big Day Out – Promoting girls in non-traditional jobs and trades. 
 

We are looking to put together a team of motivated and enthusiastic 

girls who would like the opportunity to participate in the Girls Big Day 

Out. Girls Big Day Out is an annual event that introduces girls to non-

traditional career options in trades. The girls will spend the day 

gaining hands on experience from specialist Gordon educators in a 

range of trade activities which may include: Automotive, Bricklaying, 

Cabinet Making, Electro technology, Engineering, Information 

Technology, Painting and Horticulture. 
 

Girls Big Day Out is an invaluable tool for emphasising the importance 

of women in trades as well raising awareness of the skills required and 

the many opportunities available for a successful future career. 
 

Tuesday 27 August 2019 

Time: 9am – 3pm (arrival 9.00am for a 9.15am start) 

Venue: The Gordon, East Geelong Campus,  

Boundary Road 
 

Students are asked to see Miss Brown in the Pathways Office for an 

expression of interest form. 

 

Big Design Day 
 

Geelong is being promoted as the Clever & 

Creative City. Big Day of Design will showcase the 

creative futures possible by studying at The Gordon.  
 

Students will choose two activities from Fashion, 

Interior Design, Building Design, Floristry, Graphic 

Design, Visual Arts, Specialist make-up, and 

Interactive Media to participate in on the day. 
 

This event is geared towards Year 9 students who 

may consider taking up a VET in Schools course or 

who may be interested in studying a creative 

course after completing year 12. 
 

Date: Tuesday 13 August 2019 

Time: 9am – 3pm (arrival 9.00am for a 9.15am start) 

Venue: The Gordon, City Campus, Fenwick Street 
 

Students are asked to see Miss Brown in the 

Pathways Office for further information. 
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VCAL Students at Work 
All VCAL students attend work placements every Friday in our community but to ensure our students gain an understanding of the 

working world over a full week, block placements have also been incorporated 

into the school calendar. Year 12 students have two BLOCK placements. Years 10 & 11 have one.  
 

The 2019 dates are: 

Year 12 VCAL students: Monday 20th May – Friday 24th May 

Year 10 RSW students: Monday 24th – Friday 28th June 

Year 12 VCAL students: Monday 9th – Friday 13th September 

Year 11 VCAL students: Monday 11th – Friday 15th November 
 

Great feedback has been received about the recent BLOCK placement attended by our Year 12 students with some having secured 

ongoing casual employment and some already set up for full-time employment when they finish their studies. 

If you are a local employer who would be willing to help one of our students to build up their employability skills please contact Mrs 

Cheryl Linford: linford.cheryl.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 0428 615 461 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Blair Minton –                     Lachie Styles –                     Cameron Anderson –     Liam King 

Camp Wilkin                      Oxygen Music                      My Ride Geelong                                         Chris Naylor T-Shirts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jonny Charlies – Deakin University                  Owen Fleming   

              Bellarine Paint and Panel 
                  Piers McKee       Shannon Elliot 

             Diamond Valley Bricklaying      Oakdene Estate 

Portarlington Knowledge Project & Pop-up School 
Bellarine Secondary College has been invited to participate in a partnership project with Victoria University, Deakin University and the 

City of Greater Geelong. Basically, the project involves asking people who live and work in a particular suburb, what they think is the 

important knowledge that is held in that area. From this information a Pop up school is run that showcases the local community and a 

booklet is produced based on the information that is gathered from community interviews. 

 

This type of project has been run in the past in Footscray, Werribee and Point Cook. This year the focus is to be on Portarlington. 

Students have been recruited to volunteer as ‘citizen researchers’. They will be required to interview members of the Portarlington 

community and take photographs of significant places. 

 

Through their involvement in this program our students will develop many transferrable skills that will enhance their personal 

development, literacy and understanding of their local community. Members of the student team have already attended two training 

sessions to brainstorm ideas, share their own knowledge of their home town, study maps to locate significant places and practice 

interview skills. They will conduct their first day of research on Friday 14th June. 

 

Citizen Research Team members are: Darcy Wark, Eden Vince, Jaiden Thomas, Savannah Boothroyd, Olivia Gourlay, Zaryah Scott, 

Tanika Brown and Jasmin Monks 
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Ocean Grove Campus Report 
 

South Western Metro Region Cross Country and Netball 
 

Following the recent Geelong Divisional Round of sports, we have a number of students who 

have advanced to the South Western Metro Regional rounds.  

Students representing the college from Year 7, 8 and 9 in Cross Country competed in the cold 

and damp on Thursday 20th June. All students represented the college admirably, giving their 

best in achieving some fantastic results. Of particular note: 

- Jackson Unthank came 3rd overall in the event. 

- Evander Scott finished in 3rd in his age group. 

- Zoe Evans finished 7th in her age group. 

- Joshua Unthank and Riley Wagenknecht both finished in the top 10 for their group. 

- All of these students will go on to represent the college at state level next term. 

- Lara Truong and Niamh Partridge both finished in the top 20, and Chantal Mason and 

Elisabeth Varley finished in the top 30. 

 

The Year 8 Girl’s Netball team will also be representing the college at regional level on the 26th of 

June, having been successful in the Geelong Divisional Round. The whole college would like to 

wish the girls good luck for day. 

 

Positive Behaviours 

As a part of our ongoing commitment to embedding Positive Behaviours within our school 

community, we would like to take this opportunity to celebrate the positive contributions of our 

students. Throughout this term, our Year 7s have received 283 positive recognition notes and the 

Year 8s have received 333.  

Of particular note;  

- Alisa MacDonald, Caleb MacDonald and James Taylor of Year 7 have all received 8 notes this term, which is 

almost one a week! 

- Levi Norman, Kirah Atkinson and Aidan Burns of Year 8 have all hit double figures this term, which is a 

tremendous effort. 

 

Medieval Day 

On Wednesday the 26th of June, Ocean Grove will be travelling back in time to The Middle Ages for our annual 

Medieval Day. Linking into the Year 8 students’ studies in Humanities, a range of activities and experiences will take 

place over the course of the day to bring history to life. Students will take part in medieval games, learn about chivalry 

and fashion, and then engage in some medieval warfare. 

Lead by the Humanities team at Ocean Grove, this event is always popular with students and gives a real chance for 

students to embed and engage in their classroom learning from throughout the term. 

 

Werribee Zoo Excursion 

All Year 7 students will be going on safari when they visit Werribee Zoo in the final week of term as a part of their 

Classification topic in Science. Over the course of two days, all students will be heading up to the zoo and spend their 

time undertaking a range of learning activities designed to have them consider the ways in which species are classified 

and the distinct characteristics that define them. 

The Ocean Grove Science team have done a tremendous job in preparing this exciting adventure and we are sure that 

all of our students will have a stimulating and enjoyable experience.  

 

End of Term Celebration 

With the end of term rapidly approaching, we are inviting our parent community once again to attend of end of term 

student celebration. Taking place on June 28th beginning at 1:45 in the Bellarine Aquatic and Sports Centre, the 

celebration is a great opportunity to recognise all the students who make our campus a wonderful place. 

Any parents who wish to attend are welcome and just need to sign in at the office prior to the assembly. 

 

 

 

Pierre Grzybek and Adam Powell 

Assistant Principals, Ocean Grove Campus 

House Leaders 2019 
 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Bob Marmion 

YR 7&8 

Margot Romanin 

YR 7&8 

Katie Walsh 

YR 7&8 

Kelly Clitheroe 

YR 7&8 
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Community Page   
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Community Page Cont’d: 

 
      
   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


