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College Newsletter 

Principal’s Report 
 

 

 

As you read this, Year 12 students are preparing for their end of year exams. This first 

week of written exams will see students sit their English, Psychology, Biology and Further 

Maths Written Examinations, which follow the practical Indonesian, VET Music and 

Drama examinations over the past few weeks. 

 

On behalf of the College community I wish our students well and encourage them to 

approach their exams with confidence and see them as the opportunity to 

demonstrate their learning.  

 

Prepare well for each and then tackle your exams in a deliberate and purposeful 

manner. Do as well as you can in each and I’m sure your results will suitably reward 

your efforts across the year.  

 

Students are reminded that your class teachers are available up until your scheduled 

exam, so please do come into school and capitalise on their expertise as you prepare! 

 

I would also like to congratulate the Class of 2019 for the manner in which they 

celebrated the end of their year. It was respectful and inclusive and a fabulous 

celebration of their time as students of our College! 

 

The start of the Year 12 Examination period also heralds the imminent exams at Year 11 

and Year 10 and I remind students at these year levels of the importance of preparing 

well for these as they are fabulous opportunities to develop great habits and 

examination techniques, for future examinations. They also represent the opportunity 

to demonstrate the depth of your learning across Semester 2. 

 

As we continue to look for ways in which to enhance student literacy and numeracy, 

we will be launching a program in the coming weeks which will specifically target Year 

8 students to further build these skills in readiness for their transition to the Drysdale 

Campus and the learning at Year 9. The students involved in this initiative will be notified 

in the coming week and parents will be advised via Compass. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for students to further develop the skills which are important in so many of 

their subjects in 2020. 

 

The coming weeks are a very exciting time as Year 9 students participate in the 

wonderful Eco5 hikes along the Great Ocean Walk, the presentation of their Digital 

Portfolios in LinC and the Commencement Programs at Year 11 (Year 12, 2020), and 

Year 10 (Year 11, 2020) before we see the ‘O Week’ for current Year 8 students to 

support their transition to the Drysdale Campus and the Grade 6 Discovery Days as our 

Year 7 class of 2020 begin their journey at our College! 

 

Year 11 VCAL students will enjoy a week of Structured Workplace Learning and Year 7 

and Year 8 students are engaged in programs at Deakin University to introduce them 

to our local university. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Johannesen 

Principal 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

All student absences 

must be reported to 

the College the day 

of absence. 
 

PH: 5251 9010 
24 Hour/7 days a week  

Absence Line 
 

Absences can also 

be updated via the 

Compass Parent 

Portal 
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                 College Newsletter 
Important College Dates  

Date Event 

October  

Wed 30 YR 12 VCE Exams commence 

November  

Fri 1 Final Day of YR 11 Course Delivery  

Mon 4 – Fri 8 YR 11 VCAL Redemption – YR 11 Exam revision (in class) 

Mon 11 – Fri 15 YR 11 exams 

Mon 11 – Fri 15 YR 11 VCAL Structured Workplace Learning 

Mon 18 – Thu 28 YR 12 2020 VCE Commencement Program 

Mon 18 – Thu 28 YR 12 2020 VCAL Commencement Program 

Mon 18 – Thu 28  YR 10 Exams 

Wed 20 College Council – 6pm Ocean Grove Campus 

Wed 27 “Transition for Success” Grade 6 and YR 8 Parent/Guardian Information Evening 

December  

Fri 29 Nov –  

Wed 4  

YR 11 2020 Commencement Program 

Fri 6 Dec YR 11 2020 Couse Sign-Off (Student Free Day current YR 10 Students) 

Tue 10 College Council End of Year Dinner 

Tue 10 – Wed 11 YR 7 2020 Orientation Days - Ocean Grove Campus (Current Grade 6) 

Tue 10 – Fri 13 YR 9 2020 “O Week” Orientation Days - Drysdale Campus (Current YR 8 Students) 

Wed 18 Awards Evening 

Thu 19 Administration Office closes 4pm 

 

Upcoming Student Excursions 
Date Excursion Group Involved Consent/Payment Due 

October  

Mon 28 YR 10 Marine Science YR 10 Marine Science 21/10/19 

Tue 29 – Thu 31 VET Music Polytechnic Camp VET Music Students 15/10/19 

Wed 30 YR 7 & YR 8 Sports Selected Students 23/10/19 

Thu 31 YR 8 Girls and Boys Basketball Selected Students 26/10/19 

Thu 31 Ready Set Work – Victoria Market Selected Students  

November  

Fri 1 YR 10 Elevate Education Incursion YR 10 Students  

FRI 1 – FRI 15 YR 9 Future Me Program Selected Students 25/10/19 

Mon 4 – Fri 8 YR 9 ECO5 Camp Group A  

Mon 11 – Fri 15 YR 9 ECO5 Camp Group B  

December  

Tue 10 YR 7 Excursion  All YR 7 Students  

Mon 16 – Wed 18 End Of Year Activities YRS 7, 8, 9  

       

Important Attendance Reminder 
It is fast approaching the end of another school year.   
 

We would like to remind parents/guardians, if your student still has unexplained absences during the year, we ask that 

you approve these absences as soon as possible. 
 

The College has a legal responsibility for explaining all student absences and remind families that in the instance your 

student is unfortunately absent, Parent/Guardians must contact the College on the day of the absence.   
 

There are a number of options available to update your student’s attendance:- 

24 hour Absence Line -   5251 9010  

Administration Office -    5251 9000 

Login to your Compass Parent Portal 

Please don’t hesitate in contacting your student’s House Leader or Community Engagement Officer, Leanne Nicholson 

on 5251 9000 if you have any concerns regarding attendance. 

Thank you for your support. 
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                 College Newsletter 
Drysdale Campus Report 
 

End of Year 12 classes  

Last Monday our Year 12 students finished their formal classes for their secondary schooling. This was followed by a celebration 

assembly attended by the whole college. It was fantastic to see so many parents/carers at the assembly, which was a great tribute to 

the Year 12’s, their journey through the College and the road ahead. I would like to congratulate everyone involved in the assembly, 

particularly the College Captains Willow Cowin, Hudson Everett, Gabby Peacock and AJ Shaw who all spoke brilliantly and the 

students who performed music acts, always a highlight of our assemblies.  
 

On Tuesday the celebrations continued with the students dressing up for a breakfast before Valedictory in the evening. Again, the 

Valedictory Dinner was a fantastic evening at The Pier and was a great opportunity for students, parents and staff to celebrate the 

achievements of the class of 2019. Good luck to all of our Year 12 students. The examination period for our VCE students has already 

commenced and we wish all students completing these the very best.  

 

Year 10 and 11 Exams  

Our Year 10 and 11 students will soon commence their preparations for their end of Semester exams. Year 11 exams will run in the week 

of November 11-15 and the Year 10 exams will run in the week of November 25-28. Students will not be required at school during exam 

weeks other than when exams are taking place. There will be private study rooms available for students who choose to remain at 

school. 
 

Mufti day  

On Wednesday October 15 we celebrated the Nepean Mufti Day. Students enjoyed casual dress for the day, a BBQ lunch and music 

in the courtyard. Thank you to all staff and students involved in organising the day.  
 

Compass  

A friendly reminder that Compass is a key communication tool between families and the College. We distribute key information 

through Compass and it offers a variety of functions including an ability to monitor and approve student absences, viewing student 

reports and corresponding with your student’s teachers. If you have not done so already it is highly recommended that you download 

the Compass app, simply search for ‘Compass School Manager’. If you’re not sure of your login details please contact the general 

office.  
 

School Wide Positive Behaviours and Supports (SWPBS)  

SWPBS is continuing to be implemented and students may have noticed posters of the Behaviour Matrix being displayed in their 

classrooms and around the campus. The Behaviour Matrix has been developed by students, staff and parents/guardians and will be 

reinforced to students in Home Group and their daily interactions in the College.  
 

Students will be recognised by staff for demonstrating the College values of Respect, Responsibility and Resilience through a positive 

recognition on Compass. These positive recognitions will be visible to you on the Compass portal and students will receive a point for 

each positive recognition. Students will receive a prize from the lucky dip box, canteen vouchers and movie tickets when they 

accumulate enough points. 
   

Damian Marra and Luke Skewes 

Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus 
 

 

 

Drysdale House Leaders 2019 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch  

YR 11&12 

Kristie Miles  

YR 11&12 

Vanessa Wedding  

YR 11&12 

Jess Walsh 

YR 11&12 

Maddie Chaplin  

YR 9&10 

Laura Doran  

YR 9&10 

Senem Shamsili 

YR 9&10 

Mark Duncan 

YR 9&10 
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Ocean Grove Campus Report 
 
 

Mobile Phones at Bellarine SC in 2020 
 

Earlier this year, the Minister of Education issued an order that student mobile phones would be banned from 

government schools during school hours in 2020. In response to this directive, Bellarine Secondary College is 

beginning to develop new policies around our management of student devices for next year. We already 

have a clear ‘no phones in class’ policy in place, however we are now looking at how this extends across the 

entire school day. 
 

Once we have a draft policy in place, measures will be undertaken to gather feedback from our students 

and parent community. We will keep everyone updated over the coming weeks as we make progress. 
 

Picking Students up from School 
 

We have noticed in recent weeks that there are times when a student needs to be picked up during the 

day to go to an activity or appointment, and they seem unprepared for this. As a school, we understand 

that there are times when students have to attend external appointment or activities during school hours. 

When this is the case, we would ask that parents please follow these steps: 

1. Please send your child to school with a note, preferably in their diary, explaining the time and reason 

for being picked up early. 

2. If possible, try to pick up your child during recess or lunchtime, to avoid interrupting their classes. 

3. If they need to be picked up during class time, have your child bring the note to class to inform their 

teacher. They can then be dismissed at the appropriate time. 

4. The parent or guardian picking up the student needs to come into the front office to sign the student 

out for the day. Students cannot leave the campus unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

If you have any feedback you would like to provide on this, then please feel free to contact us with your 

suggestions. 
 

Being SunSmart  
 

As the weather warms up, we would like to remind everyone that being SunSmart is critical to good health. 

For the remainder of term, we would ask that students: 

 Apply sunscreen before coming to school and reapply during the day. 

 Wear the college cap if they intend on spending time on the oval or basketball courts. 

 Bring a reusable water bottle to school, which can be refilled from the drink taps or at the canteen. 

We have sunscreen available at the front office if required throughout the day, but students should 

demonstrate responsibility in being prepared for high UV days. The college baseball cap is available for 

purchase from the front office for $15. 
 

Lost Property 
 

We currently have several uniform items in lost property, including many spray jackets.  Unfortunately, none 

of these items have names on them.  If parents/guardians could please remember to label ALL of their 

student’s items of clothing, so if lost, these items can be returned promptly. If your student has lost uniform, 

please ask them to report to the Administration Office during recess or lunch time. 
 

 

 

 

 

Pierre Grzybek and Adam Powell 

Assistant Principals, Ocean Grove Campus 

 

 

 
Ocean Grove House Leaders 2019 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Bob Marmion 

YR 7&8 

Margot Romanin 

YR 7&8 

Katie Walsh 

YR 7&8 

Kelly Clitheroe 

YR 7&8 
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“Transition for Success” Information Evening 

 

 

 

“Transition for Success” 
Grade 6 into Year 7 
Year 8 into Year 9 

Parent/Guardian Information Evening 
 

 

Bellarine Secondary College would like to invite Grade 6 Parents/Guardians together with 

Year 8 Parents/Guardians to a special information evening. 

 
The transition to Secondary School and then to the Senior Campus can be an anxious time 

for some students and families. The aim of this evening is to gain awareness and support 

strategies to ensure transition is a positive experience.  The evening will focus on potential 

anxiety and fears, the risk of disengagement and school refusal. Strategies will be provided 

to help your student over the holiday period to best prepare them for the start of the school 

year. 

 

The evening will be a great opportunity to meet staff who may be working with your student 

in 2020.  We look forward to your attendance. 

 

 

When: Wednesday 27th November 

Where: Bellarine Secondary College 

Ocean Grove Campus 

70 Shell Road Ocean Grove 

Time:  6:00pm – 7:30pm 

RSVP: Friday 22/11/19 to 
Leanne Nicholson 
Community Engagement Liaison 
Phone: 5251 9012 
nicholson.leanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

 
Please note: The information provided at this event is targeted towards Parents/Guardians.  

A separate space will be provided for students/siblings if required. 
 

 

 

mailto:nicholson.leanne.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Community Pages 
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Australian Air League youth group coming to Geelong 

 

We would like to advise that the Australian Air League youth group is 

opening a new Squadron in Geelong, and will be holding a meeting at the 

Geelong Umpire Association Club Rooms at Kardinia Park on Thursday 7th 

November starting from 6pm. Young boys and girls who wish to learn more 

are welcome to come along with their parents to discover what the Air 

League has to offer. 
 

 

 

The Australian Air League is a national organisation for young people aged from 8 to 18 years who have an interest in 

aviation either as a career or as a hobby. It teaches leadership skills and provides a wide range of interesting and 

exciting activities such as camping and hiking, sport and physical recreation, building and flying model aircraft and 

ceremonial drill. Through classes and practical demonstration members learn the theory of aviation and a wide range 

of associated topics such as Meteorology, Navigation, Aero Engines and Aircraft Construction, as well as general 

interest subjects such as photography, field craft and community service. 

 

With Squadrons in most states of Australia, the Air League has been serving the community in Australia since 1934. It is 

entirely self-funding and is staffed by volunteers who give their time to achieve its goals. To learn more about the 

Australian Air League visit our website at https://www.airleague.com.au  

 

For more information please contact: 

 

Malcolm Angus (Geelong Sqn) 

oc.geelong@airleague.com.au  

m. 0448 229 900 

or 

Greg O’Brien (Victoria State Office) 

operations.vic@airleague.com.au  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.airleague.com.au&data=02%7C01%7Cbellarine.sc%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C610216deda6148eb5a4e08d754ef824c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C637071260238259380&sdata=e3nbTnID2GUfhYHRBslutwHu5YOpY7y4T9pxjGXx5GU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:oc.geelong@airleague.com.au
mailto:operations.vic@airleague.com.au

