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As we begin the second last week of the term and school
year I am reminded of the magnitude of the work completed
by staff over the past Term. Term 4 is traditionally one of the
most hectic terms as staff juggle the demands of the current
work with the planning for the following school year. This term
has been no exception with the teaching and learning
continuing in earnest as staff move to assess student learning,
complete reports as well as support the Commencement
and Orientation Programs for Year 7, 9, 11 and 12 (2020).

December 9, 2019

I thank staff for their tireless efforts in leading and supporting this work and
providing these opportunities for students. The Discovery Day program at
Ocean Grove for current Year 6 students begins on Tuesday 10 th December
and continues on Wednesday 11 th December. It will be fabulous to again
meet the students who will be joining the College in 2020 and a wonderful
opportunity for these students to meet their teachers and fellow class mates.
It is a very exciting time for these students, their families and indeed our
College!
It is also very exciting for the current Year 8 students who commence their
orientation to Year 9 on Tuesday 10th December as they begin life on the
Drysdale campus. The Year 9 Orientation Week continues for the remainder of
the week and provides an opportunity for these students to immerse
themselves in life on that campus alongside the current Year 9 students who
they shared the Ocean Grove campus with in 2018. This will allow these
students to reacquaint themselves with each other in anticipation of sharing
the Drysdale campus in 2020.
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The Commencement and Orientation programs are very valuable elements
of the College’s programs and support the smooth transition of students into,
and across, the College. I would like to thank staff for their leadership of the
transition and commencement programs as they are very valuable
experiences for our students and congratulate students on the manner in
which they have approached these programs.
Please recall that the current Year 8 students will return to the Ocean Grove
campus On Monday 16th December for the End of Year Activities program.
Please also note that the College’s Awards Evening is next Wednesday 18th
December at Costa Hall starting at 7pm. This is a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate student achievement in 2020 as a College Community and to
farewell the class of 2019 a final time before they too embrace the next steps
in their lives.
Before I do close, I do remind our College community of the mobile phone
ban in 2020 and encourage all to visit the College website (after Wednesday
11th December) to ensure that you are familiar with the College’s policy
regarding this state-wide mandate which removes mobile phones from
student access from 8.50am to 3.10pm each day.
Cont’d…
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I would also like to remind students of the need to wear helmets when riding bikes or on skateboards or
scooters. We have been concerned with a number of accidents that have occurred in recent weeks involving
students on bikes or scooters. Fortunately, in each instance students were wearing helmets which protected
them from serious injury. Please stay safe.
As we do prepare for the coming Christmas break we see a number of staff changes for 2020. We farewell
both Mr Sing and Ms Jellie who have both been with the College for a number of years. As a past Principal,
Mr Sings contribution to the College has been significant over many years and despite his retirement Colin will
continue to support the College working closely with Maths staff as a consultant as we continue to look for
ways to further improve numeracy outcomes for students. Ms Jellie retires after many years as the PSD Leader
on the Ocean Grove campus and also as a teacher of Mathematics.
Other staff leaving the College include: Jonathan Gill, Ebony Jennings, Monica Russell, Hani Maruta Saarah,
Yasemin Shamsili, Steve Carlson, Joanne Chamberlain, Nina Iannello, Daniel Marshall, Samantha Seddon,
Katie Walsh, Cheryl Linford, Nathan Brock, Laura Carmichael, Jenny Guy, Robbie McLaren and Murray Hall.
I thank these staff for their fabulous contribution to our College and wish them the very best in their future.
Staff returning to the College in 2020 are Joanne McSwain, Elise Bryce, Rebecca Hale, Kuiama McAuliffe and
Andrew Grimshaw.
Joining the College in 2020 will be Sarah Foley, Kate Daly, Kyle Bumpstead, Georgie Nicolson, Rushani
Rajakaruna. I welcome these staff and look forward to working alongside them to support our students to
achieve their full potential.
Finally, I’d like to wish you a happy and safe Christmas and New Year, enjoy the time with
your families and friends and we look forward to seeing you in 2020!
Wayne Johannesen
Principal

Important College Dates
Date
December
Tue 10
Tue 10 – Wed 11
Tue 10 – Fri 13
Wed 18
Thu 19
January 2020
Thu 23
Fri 24
Mon 27
Tue 28
Wed 29
Thu 30
Fri 31

Event
College Council End of Year Dinner
YR 7 2020 Orientation Days - Ocean Grove Campus (Current Grade 6)
YR 9 2020 “O Week” Orientation Days - Drysdale Campus (Current YR 8 Students)
Awards Evening
Administration Offices closes 4:00pm
Ocean Grove and Drysdale Campus Administration Office re-opens 8:15am – 4:30pm
Ocean Grove and Drysdale Campus Administration Office open 8:15am – 4:30pm
Australia Day Public Holiday (Administration Offices closed)
Whole school Professional Development Day – Administration hours 11:30am – 4:30pm
Book Collection – Drysdale Campus C Block – 9:00am – 3:30pm
YRS 7, 9 & 12 Students commence
All other years levels commence

Upcoming Student Excursions
Date
December
Tue 10
Tue 10 – Fri 13
Mon 16
Tue 17
Wed 18

Excursion

Group Involved

YR 7 Queenscliff Excursion
YR 8 (YR 9 2020) Orientation Week at Drysdale
End of Year Activities – Adventure Park
End of Year Activities – Victoria Market
School-based Activities

All YR 7 Students
Current YR 8
YRS 7, 8 & 9
YRS 7, 8 & 9
YRS 7, 8 & 9
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DRYSDALE - Traffic changes week commencing 9 December
Traffic will be switched on Portarlington Rd on Monday 9 and Tuesday 10 and Grubb
Road on Wednesday 11 December.
Portarlington Road traffic will return to normal configuration, ie traffic will flow as it did
before roadworks commenced and Grubb Road traffic turning on to Portarlington Rd
(Geelong bound) will start using the new section of road between the Peninsula Drive
roundabout and the High Street Roundabout.
Monday 9/12
Geelong bound traffic will use the right hand lane while line marking will commence on
the left hand Geelong bound lane. Traffic will flow as usual and any stopping of traffic will only be required
for a few minutes and will be conducted after 9:30am. We anticipate this will only last for a few minutes to
change traffic from one lane to another. Minor traffic delays expected after 9:30am.
Tuesday 10/12
Line marking removal will take place, blacking out all of the yellow line markings on Geelong bound lanes.
Portarlington Rd bound traffic will be reduced to one for line markings but will reopen to two lanes. Minor
traffic delays expected after 9:30am
Wednesday 11/12
Line marking will take place under traffic, however we will need to stop traffic to move vehicles to new
alignment and move some barriers. This will be a more complicated switch and we expect some delays
after 9:30am but should be resolved by lunchtime.
There will be additional traffic controllers on site for these three days to keep traffic moving.
Farewell Bu Hani

BSC Language Assistant Bu Hani and Bu Brown with some year ten Indonesian
students on Bu Hani’s last day helping the class.

Morrisby Career Tool
Through the month of November over 200 of the Year 9 cohort have undertaken a 2-step process for their
own career self-development. This involved a 90-minute online assessment with many aspects including:
Numeracy, Abstract, Spatial and Mechanical tasks. These were combined with Attribute and Personal
strength questions. As a result, students were presented with both online and hard copy results. Hopefully all
parents have seen their child’s results. They make excellent conservation pieces!
Students were then given a 30-minute interview with a career consultant in the second last week of November
to reflect upon these results and outcomes. The feedback from the process was overwhelming positive (95%)
from all involved.
If there are any further inquiries with the Morrisby, contact me at the Drysdale campus.
Scott McDonald - Pathways and Transition Leader

Cont’d…
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Year 9 Linc Program
Friday 22nd November the students from “Linc Back in my day” put on an art exhibition at
the potato shed to celebrate the community connections and friendships made with
people from a different generation. The artworks displayed were inspired by the
connections made with our friends at Arcare Pt Lonsdale. Some of the residents from
Arcare also displayed artworks that they made.
We welcomed the residents from Arcare to the exhibition
opening where we shared afternoon tea, were
entertained by the talented Carly Robertson and
enjoyed the amazing artworks. We even had the
Bellarine times come down to take some
photographs of the event which was in the
newspaper! It was a wonderful afternoon had by
all. Alisha Lyon Year 9 Teacher
Snake Sightings on Peninsula Drive Drysdale - Please be aware!
With the recent warm weather as well as the road works happening on Peninsula drive
there have been a few sightings of snakes along the pathways. Please be extra vigilant
when walking/riding to and from school and remain calm if you see a snake. Try to move
yourself and anyone else away from the snake as it is in it natural habitat.

End of the Year
As we draw to the end of the year we would like to thank staff and students on the Drysdale Campus for
what has been a very busy, but successful year. It has been fantastic to see the growth of students this year
and we look forward to seeing students build on this when they return in 2020. We hope that you have an
enjoyable and safe break
Commencement Programs
Students going into Year 11 & 12 have finished their commencement programs and received feedback on
how they performed in their recent exams. It is important that students reflect on the strategies that have
been provided by their classroom teachers and complete any set holiday homework over the break. This
will set them up for a positive start to 2020.
Year 8 into 9 Orientation Week
The Year 8 into 9 Orientation Program, O Week, begins tomorrow. This is clearly an important time for these
students as they look to transition into the Drysdale Campus. Mrs Campbell has been working closely with
DBA Leader’s and classroom teachers to ensure students are engaged and enjoy the next four days. The
week culminates with the Transition Cup which aims to further build House spirit and finish the week in a fun
and exciting way! Parents/guardians are encouraged to note the details of House Leaders below as they
are the first point of contact at the Drysdale campus should you have any questions relating to your child.
Damian Marra and Luke Skewes
Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus
Drysdale House Leaders 2019
Corio
Lonsdale
Terri-Anne Finch
Kristie Miles
YR 11&12
YR 11&12
Maddie Chaplin
Laura Doran
YR 9&10
YR 9&10

Nepean
Vanessa Wedding
YR 11&12
Senem Shamsili
YR 9&10
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Swan
Jess Walsh
YR 11&12
Mark Duncan
YR 9&10
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Interschool Sport
Our final round of interschool sports came to a close on Tuesday, with our Year 8 Girls Softball
competing in the State Titles. They represented themselves and the school exceptionally well,
winning one match and pushing their opponents in every game to finish in the top 6 in the
state.
A special mention to Gabi Smales and Heidi Milburn for coaching the girls over the past term.
We are incredibly proud of their, and every teams, efforts over the course of this year. It has
been a hugely successful year for our sports program, which has been brilliantly organised by
Steve Carlson throughout the year, and we wish to thank every teacher who has supported
our students.
We look forward to another year of fierce competition in 2020.

Student Celebration
Monday the 9th of December will see the campus gather together in the gym for the final time for our
Student Celebration. Starting at 2pm, we will be presenting awards to students based on academic
excellence, growth, school values and attendance, as well as giving our student leaders an opportunity to
farewell the campus. If families would like to attend, they are welcome to do so once they have signed in
at the front office.
Transition
Tuesday the 10th of December marks the beginning of our 2020 Transition program for the majority of our
students, with Year 8 heading to Drysdale to begin four days of orientation classes and our 2020 Year 6
being welcomed to the Ocean Grove Campus for the first time. During Tuesday, our current Year 7 will be
taking part in an historical excursion to Queenscliff, spending time in the fort and maritime museum there
before re-joining the campus on Wednesday the 11th. A huge thank you must go to Nick Ansell for coordinating the transition program across the entire college, as well as to Bob Marmion for his leadership of
the Queenscliff experience.
End of Year Activities
Our final week of term sees students taking part in a range of activities. Monday the 16 th sees students
heading to Adventure Park for a day of fun, and then Tuesday the 17th gives them the opportunity to shop
up a storm at the Victoria Market in Melbourne. Wednesday the 18 th is our awards evening, which is the
crowning spectacle of our academic year and our farewell to students until 2020. We know all our students
will enjoy these activities and finish the year on a positive note.
Thank you / Holidays
On behalf of the entire staff, we would like to wish every family a safe and happy summer holidays. It has
been a busy year, but one that we have enjoyed immensely. We look forward to seeing our Year 7 back
again in 2020 as the leaders of our campus, and wish our Year 8s all the best in their time at Drysdale.

Cont’d...
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Wellbeing Report

Throughout the year Student Wellbeing were able to run some amazing programs with the support of City of
Greater Geelong – Youth Team. A big thank you for all the support which was provide in supporting our
students.
The programs we ran were Girls Go Extreme, Bike Group and Drum Beat with additional support to assist us
in promotion of our days such as R U OK, IDAHOBIT as well as Mental Health week. I would also like to thank
Hendry Cycles in Ocean Grove for their support in providing their expertise and time in showing our bike
group students the ins and outs of running a bike shop. The support Student Wellbeing receive from the
community is very much appreciated.
In addition to the support we have received to run our amazing programs, we also receive financial
assistance to support our families. This support is through CWA – Country Woman’s Association, DOVE
Opportunity shop, BSM – Bellarine Schools Ministry who fund our amazing free Friday breakfast program via
the Wave Op shop and other fundraisers through the year.
We are also incredibly grateful for our volunteers who support the breakfast program and our mentors who
support by mentoring our students weekly. Our mentors are community members as well as Lions club
members, CWA and Bellarine Schools Ministry mentors. Our Student Wellbeing Program would not be what
it is today without the support from all of these incredibly amazing people.
The students have shone in all the wellbeing programs and speciality days throughout the year. We wish you
all a safe and Merry Christmas.
Text books to support families
Student Wellbeing also provide support to families each year. Some of this support is providing assistance
with text books. If you would like to donate any of your student’s books, please have your student take
these books to the library with a signed note authorising the donation before the end of year.
Thankyou.
Nicole Wirth – Student Wellbeing – Ocean Grove

Pierre Grzybek and Adam Powell
Assistant Principals, Ocean Grove Campus

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2019
Corio
Bob Marmion
YR 7&8

Lonsdale
Margot Romanin
YR 7&8

Nepean
Katie Walsh
YR 7&8
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Swan
Kelly Clitheroe
YR 7&8
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Barwon Heads Public Jetty and William Buckley Pedestrian Bridge – Message to
Parents/Guardians/Students and all members of the Public –
Summer is with us bringing holidays and warmer weather,
bringing an important safety message to students and their
families with regards to the dangerous practice of jumping or
diving into the Barwon River at Barwon Heads from the Public
Jetty and William Buckley Pedestrian Bridge.
We are concerned that this dangerous activity occurs as the
warmer weather arrives. There is constantly changing sand
level build-up of the river bed around the jetty and the bridge
that can result in critically shallow water depths. It could be
devastating to many if a youthful member of any family were
injured through this action of theirs.
Signage is present on the jetty and bridge advising that
jumping or diving is prohibited. Thank you!

Bellarine Landcare Group Newsletter Summary:What's coming up at Bellarine Landcare Group?

BLG End of Year Break-up Party
Wednesday 11 Dec, 6:30 pm at the BSC & BLG Nursery, Belchers Rd, Drysdale.
BBQ, salads and desserts are provided. BYO Drinks. All welcome.
Bellarine Rail Trail Weed and Walk Returns!
Wed 4 Dec, Tues 10 Dec, Wed 18 Dec, 5 pm - 6 pm on the Rail Trail at Swan Bay Rd.
Learn identification of native and pasture grasses and spot some late wildflowers! BYO gloves. Wear
long pants, covered shoes, hats. BYO water bottles. For more information contact Sophie 0457 333727
Mannerim Memorial Indigenous Garden Working Bee, Sun 15 December, 10 - 11:30 am
BYO gloves & enjoy some gardening and a cuppa. All welcome.
BLG February 2020 Monthly Meeting, Wed 12 February, 7:30 pm
Mal Gardiner: 'Proposal for an Otway Ranges Subterranean National Park'
Marcus Hill Hall, cnr Banks Rd and Bellarine Highway. All welcome.
Mannerim Memorial Indigenous Garden Working Bee, Sun 16 February 2020, 10 - 11 am
BYO gloves & enjoy some gardening and a cuppa. All welcome.
Bellarine Secondary College & Bellarine Landcare Group - Sunday Sale - Sun 23 February 2020, 10 am - 1 pm
The Nursery is open Mon & Tues & now Thursdays, 9 - 3 pm & the last Sunday of the month, 10 - 1 pm.
Nursery Report
As the year draws to a close, we are busier than ever at the nursery. With thousands of seedlings to transfer into
tubes & ongoing maintenance, we are finding plenty to keep us all occupied.
Thank you to everyone who has ordered their stock for next year-it makes our job a little easier to have the targets to
work towards already. If you haven’t contacted us yet, there is still time to do so before Christmas.
We will close on Thursday 19th December and return on Monday 13th January. Where extreme weather conditions
occur (excessive heat and gale force winds), the nursery will not be open. If you are in doubt, please call 0439 392
369 or check our Facebook page for updates.
What an amazing year at the Nursery! I am always inspired by the many volunteers
that donate their time to such an important cause. Thank you for making my
workplace such an enjoyable one. I value all your contributions & look forward to a
fantastic 2020.
A safe & happy Festive Season to you all!
Fiona Love - BSC & BLG Nursery Coordinator.
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