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College Newsletter 

Principal’s Report 
 

 

On behalf of the College I would like to acknowledge the wonderful 

occasion of the Awards Evening which was held last night. 

 

This was a wonderful celebration of student achievement and a 

fabulous showcase of the skills and abilities of the students of Bellarine 

Secondary College. 

 

The evening provided the opportunity to recognise the Class of 2019 

and the results achieved by both VCE and VCAL students. In so doing, we were able 

to acknowledge the achievement of the College Dux, Harvey Tonzing and the many 

other wonderful outcomes achieved by Year 12 students, regardless of their pathway, 

in 2019. 

 

It was a fitting celebration of student achievement across the College in a range of 

academic and extra-curricula programs in 2019. 

 

Overall, it was a wonderful evening. 

 

As occurs each year there are a number of staff who have left the College during the 

year or leaving the College at the end of the year to explore other opportunities, retire 

or take a period of leave. I would like to take this opportunity to recognise and thank 

the following staff for their contribution to the College and wish them every happiness 

in the future; Alison Murphy, Colin Sing, Murray Hall, Merran Jellie, Jenny Guy, Robbie 

McLaren, Ebony Jennings, Jonathan Gill, Monica Russell, Hani Maruta Saarah, Nathan 

Brock, Steve Carlson, Laura Carmichael, Jo Chamberlain, Nina Iannello, Daniel 

Marshall, Sam Seddon and Katie Walsh. 

 

I also welcome the following new and returning staff to the College for 2020 and look 

forward to working alongside them to support students to realise their full potential: 

Sarah Foley, Andrew Grimshaw, Yvonne Varley, Kyle Bumpstead, Heidi Milburn, Eliza 

Skinner, Anna Bury, Georgie Nicolson, Rushani Rajakaruna, Annette Kontogeorergis, 
Helen Mahoney, Yvette Potroz, Kate Daley, Elise Bryce, Bec Hale, Kuiama McAuliffe 

and Joanne McSwain. 

 

Of course, a significant change for 2020 will see the introduction of the state-wide 

ban of mobile phones in schools and I ask students, parents and carers to please see 

the attached policy. 

 

And so the year draws to a close. I thank staff, students and parents/carers for your 

support and commitment to our College and wish you a safe and Merry Christmas and 

New Year with family and friends. 

 

Please take care and I look forward to seeing you in 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Johannesen 
Principal 
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Barwon Heads Public Jetty and 

William Buckley Pedestrian 

Bridge –  

Message to 

Parents/Guardians/Students and 

all members of the Public –  
 

Summer is with us bringing 

holidays and warmer weather, 

bringing an important safety 

message to students and their 

families with regards to the 

dangerous practice of jumping or 

diving into the Barwon River at 

Barwon Heads from the Public 

Jetty and William Buckley 

Pedestrian Bridge. 
 

We are concerned that this 

dangerous activity occurs as the 

warmer weather arrives. There is 

constantly changing sand level 

build-up of the river bed around 

the jetty and the bridge that can 

result in critically shallow water 

depths. It could be devastating 

to many if a youthful member of 

any family were injured through 

this action of theirs. 
 

Signage is present on the jetty 

and bridge advising that jumping 

or diving is prohibited. Thank you!

mailto:bellarine.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
mailto:bellarine.sc.ocean.grove@edumail.vic.gov.au
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                 College Newsletter 
Important College Dates 
 

Date Event 

January 2020  

Thu 23 Ocean Grove and Drysdale Campus Administration Office re-opens 8:15am – 4:30pm 

Fri 24 Ocean Grove and Drysdale Campus Administration Office open 8:15am – 4:30pm 

Mon 27 Australia Day Public Holiday (Administration Offices closed) 

Tue 28 Whole school Professional Development Day – Administration hours 11:30am – 4:30pm 

Wed 29 Book Collection – Drysdale Campus C Block – 9:00am – 3:30pm 

Thu 30 YRS 7, 9 & 12 Students commence 

Fri 31 All other years levels commence 

February  

Tue 4 Whole School Photos 

Wed 5 YR 10 Laptop Collection 3:15pm – 6:30pm – Drysdale Campus 

Thu 6 Whole School Swimming Carnival – Kardinia Park, Geelong (All students must attend) 

Fri 7 Staff Professional Learning Day – Student Free Day 

Mon 10 – Wed 12 YR 7 Camp 

Thu 13 YR 7 Laptop Collection, Ocean Grove Campus – 3:15pm – 6:30pm 

Wed 12 – Fri 14 YR 12 Camp 

Mon 17 YR 7 Parent/Guardian/Student BBQ – Ocean Grove Campus 6:00pm 

Fri 21 All Essential College Levies due – or Payment Plans finalised 

March  

Mon 9 Labour Day Public Holiday – Student Free Day 

Thu 12 YR 7 2021 Information Evening – Ocean Grove Campus 

Tue 24 YR 7 Immunisations – Human Papillomavirus/Diptheria, Tetanus and Pertussis 

Fri 27 End of Term One – Students finish end of Period 5 – 2:20pm 

 

2020 Assistant Principals 
 
 

 

Drysdale Campus:- 

Damian Marra and Luke Skewes 
 

 

 

Drysdale House Leaders 2020:- 

 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch  

YR 11&12 

Kristie Miles  

YR 11&12 

Vanessa Wedding  

YR 11&12 

Jess Walsh 

YR 11&12 

Maddie Chaplin  

YR 9&10 

Laura Doran  

YR 9&10 

Senem Shamsili 

YR 9&10 

Mark Duncan 

YR 9&10 
 

 

 

Ocean Grove Campus:- 

Pierre Grzybek and Sarah Foley  

   

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020:- 

 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Bob Marmion 

YR 7&8 

Patrick McIntosh 

YR 7&8 

Justin Cristosomo 

YR 7&8 

Kelly Clitheroe 

YR 7&8 
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Letter to Parents/Guardians  
Dear Parents/Guardians 

The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 provides that instruction in the standard curriculum program is delivered 

free to all students in Victorian Government schools; this is referred to as ‘free instruction'. The Act also grants school 

councils the power to charge fees for goods and services to support the delivery of free instruction and to raise funds.  
 

Free instruction includes learning and teaching, instructional supports, materials and resources, administration and 

facilities associated with the provision of the standard curriculum program. The standard curriculum program includes 

core learning and teaching activities related to the Victorian Essential Learning Standards and Senior Secondary 

Certificates.  
 

The Department of Education and Training Parent Payments in Victorian Government Schools policy provides advice on 

the different types of payments that schools can request from parents / guardians and outlines the procedures and 

protocols schools must adhere to.  
 

School councils are responsible for developing and approving a school-level parent payment policy that is compliant 

with the Department’s policy. The following items are charged to supplement Department of Education and Training 

funds. 
 

Essential Education Items These items are to support the instruction in the standard curriculum program and include 
but not limited to:  
- Materials for teaching and learning where the student consumes or takes possession of the finished articles (e.g. 

foods, media, woodwork) 
- Materials that the individual student takes possession of, such as text books, workbooks, stationery, diaries etc. 
- Activities associated with, but not part of instruction in the standard curriculum program, such as costs associated 

with camps and excursions which all students are expected to attend.  
 

Optional Extras These are items provided in addition to the standard curriculum program, which are offered on a user 
pays basis and parents / guardians can choose whether or not their child participates / purchases and includes but not 
limited to: 
- Extra – curricular activities or activities including sport, instrumental music, school productions 
- Materials and services offered in addition to the standard curriculum program – including school magazines 

 

In addition, School Council invites parents to make donations by means of: 
Voluntary Financial Contributions These are non-compulsory donations for specific projects e.g.: library resources, 
grounds projects, assistance for families experiencing financial hardship.  All voluntary contributions are gratefully 
appreciated. 

Parents / guardians are responsible for ensuring that their children are provided with essential education items. The 

school makes every effort to keep the cost of items that need to be purchased at a minimum. Alternative payment 

arrangements are also available – please turn over for further details.  
 

Bellarine Secondary College Council has made a considerable effort to ensure that this school policy is fair and 

provides a number of options to support parents / guardians to access the materials and services associated with their 

child's education.  
 

If you have any queries or wish to discuss your circumstances and the options available to you, please contact the 

school to make an appointment on 5251 9000 or email bellarine.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

The school-level parent payment policy will be provided in the first newsletter for 2020. 

 

Yours sincerely  

         

Wayne Johannesen       Dawn Scoltock 

Principal       College Council President 
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Bellarine Secondary College Mobile Phone Policy for Students  
 

PURPOSE  
To explain to our school community the Department’s and Bellarine Secondary College’s policy requirements and expectations relating to 
students using mobile phones and other personal mobile devices such as smart watches during school hours. For the purpose of this policy, 
“mobile phone” refers to mobile phones and any device that may connect to or have a similar functionality to a mobile phone such as smart 
watches  
 
SCOPE  
This policy applies to:  
1. All students at Bellarine Secondary College and, 

2. Student’s personal mobile phones and other personal mobile devices such as smart watches brought onto school premises during school 
hours, including recess and lunchtime. 
 
DEFINITIONS  
A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a physical connection to a network. For 
the purposes of this policy, a “mobile phone” refers to mobile phones and all devices that could access the internet, through either cellular, 
wired or wireless connection.  
 
POLICY  
While Bellarine Secondary College understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school, particularly if they are travelling 
independently to and from school, it is the advice of the school that students should not bring a mobile phone to school unless there is a 
compelling reason to do so.  
If required parents/carers can make contact with their student by calling the general office. Students can also use school landlines to contact 
parents/carers if needed.  
 
At Bellarine Secondary College:  

o Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored during school hours (see 
secure storage details below) 

o Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further information) 
o When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the general office. 

 
Personal mobile phone use  
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phone Policy issued by the Minister for Education, personal mobile phones must not be used at 
Bellarine Secondary College during school hours, including lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has been granted.  
 
For the purpose of this policy school hours at Bellarine Secondary College are defined as 8.55am until 3.10pm.  
 
Where a student has been granted an exception, the student must use their mobile phone for the purpose for which the exception was 
granted, and in a safe, ethical and responsible manner.  
 
Secure storage  
Mobile phones owned by students at Bellarine Secondary College are considered valuable items and are brought to school at the owner’s 
(student or parent/carer) risk. Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile phone to school unless there is a compelling reason to do so. 
Please note that Bellarine Secondary College does not have accident insurance for accidental property damage or theft. Students and their 
parents/carers are encouraged to obtain appropriate insurance for valuable items.  

 
Where students bring a mobile phone to school, Bellarine Secondary College will provide secure storage in the form of lockers. Secure storage 
is storage that cannot be readily accessed by those without permission to do so. At Bellarine Secondary College students are required to store 
their phones in the locker that is allocated to them. Students are responsible for placing a suitable lock on their locker.  
 
Enforcement  
Students who use their personal mobile phones during school hours at Bellarine Secondary College will be required to hand their phone in at 
the general office. Students will place their phone in a sealable container and sign a phone storage slip. Containers containing the phones will 
be appropriately marked and stored in a lockable cupboard/draw. Parents/Carers will be required to pick mobile phones up from the office. 
Phones will NOT be handed back to students. A text message and email will automatically be sent parents/carers when their student has had 
a ‘mobile phone infringement’.  

 
Students who refuse to follow staff instructions to securely store their phone at the office will not be permitted to return to class until a parent 
meeting has been held with a member of staff.  
 
Repeated phone infringements will prompt a meeting with the involved student, parents/carers and staff. Disciplinary action will follow.  
 

Cont’d… 
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Exceptions  
Exceptions to the policy:  

 may be applied during school hours if certain conditions are met, specifically, 
o Health and wellbeing-related exceptions; and 
o Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite. 

 can be granted by the principal and the teacher for that class, in accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy. 
 
The three categories of exceptions allowed under the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy are:  
 

1. Learning-related exceptions 

Specific exception Documentation 

For specific learning activities (class-based 
exception) 

Unit of work, learning sequence and 

approval from the Student Learning Team (SLT) 

and College Council 

For students for whom a reasonable adjustment to a learning 

program is needed because of a disability or learning difficulty 

Individual Learning Plan, supported by written 

advice from a relevant medical professional 

 

2. Health and wellbeing-related exceptions 

Specific exception Documentation 

Students with a health condition Student Health Support Plan, supported by 

written advice from a relevant medical 

professional 

Students who are Young Carers Student record in the office, supported by 

appropriate documentation 

 
 

3. Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite 

Specific exception Documentation 

Travelling to and from excursions Risk assessment planning documentation 

Students on excursions and camps Risk assessment planning documentation 

When students are offsite (not on school grounds) and 

unsupervised with parental permission 

Risk assessment planning documentation 

Students with a dual enrolment or who need to undertake 

intercampus travel as well as students travelling to VET 

subjects offered off campus. 

Risk assessment planning documentation 

 
Where an exception is granted, the student can only use the mobile phone for the purpose for which it was granted. 

 

Camps, excursions and extracurricular activities 
Not all camps and excursions will require the use of personal mobile phones to minimise risk. If the organising teacher/s has documented the 
use of personal mobile phones in their risk assessment, it will be clearly stated on the permission form and students will be permitted to take 
their phones on the excursion/camp. 

Exclusions 
 

This policy does not apply to 

 Out-of-school-hours events 

 Travelling to and from school 

 Student laptops 

 Students undertaking workplace learning activities, e.g. work experience 
 
REVIEW PERIOD 
This policy was last updated December 2019 and is scheduled for review in December 2022. 


