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Principal’s Report

W

elcome Back! On behalf of the College I
would like to welcome
new and returning students and
families to the 2020 school year.
The start to the year has been
very smooth and we have very
quickly settled to the business of
teaching and learning. This is of
course what brings us together
each day from all points of the
Bellarine Peninsula!
I particularly welcome our Year 7
students and the many new enrolments across years 8-12. Our College continues to grow and our
expected enrolment for 2020 is
approaching 1300, which sees us
as one of the largest Colleges in
the Geelong region.

bring for their fellow staff, students and families.
Sarah Foley—Assistant Principal
Kerri Parkinson—Learning Mentor
Cathy Daniels—Learning Mentor
Suzanne Mack—VCAL
Toby Rose—Learning Mentor
Andrew Grimshaw—Science &
Year 10 Community Leader
Jo Pepyat—Administration
Annette Kontogeorgis—
Administration
Helen Mahoney –Food Tech
Assistant
Yvette Potroz—Daily Organiser
Kate Daley—Wellbeing
Jan Bowes—Wellbeing
Elise Bryce—English
Bec Hale—HAPE
Kuiama McAuliffe— HAPE
Kyle Bumpstead—HAPE
Candice Canning—Art
Eliza Skinner - English
Anna Bury—VCAL
Georgie Nicolson—English/
Humanities
Rushani Rajakaruna— Maths
James Rollinson—Maths/Science

I would like to acknowledge how
fabulous students look in their
uniforms. The start to a new
school year often heralds new and
fresh uniforms and our students
look great when our uniform is
worn with such pride. I ask parents to please note that black
ankle high boots are not part of
our uniform and thank you for Continued over the page..
your support in this regard. Please
note that if support is required for
students to access the College’s
uniform we please ask that you
contact the College and we will
happily provide this support.
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I welcome also, a number of new
and returning staff to the College
and thank them for the contributions they have already made and
look forward to the support they
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Every year brings change, and while I have
acknowledged changes in staffing and welcome new students and families, our practices
at the College continue to change as we look
to support improved student learning outcomes. 2019 saw great outcomes for graduating students in excellent VCE results and positive destinations for further learning and/or
employment. In 2020 we seek to further improve the very pleasing outcomes achieved in
2019 in Literacy, in particular writing, and Numeracy in Year 9 NAPLAN. We will continue to
challenge and support students to further improve these positive outcomes with a strong
focus on literacy, numeracy and senior student
outcomes in 2020.

ming Sports and seeing students interacting
and socialising without the distraction of such
devices.
Finally, I would like to congratulate and thank
Ms Blackett and Ms Pollock and the HAPE staff
and staff more broadly for the successful
Swimming Carnival held yesterday. The House
spirit shown by students in dressing in their
House colours and cheering on other House
students was fabulous and made for a very
successful carnival. I thank parents for encouraging their child to attend. Your support of the
carnival was important as we look to strengthen student connectedness to the College and
look to build positive relationships.

To achieve these positive outcomes it is important that we all have high expectations and Wayne Johannesen
apply ourselves diligently and with a commitPrincipal
ment to providing the best possible opportunities for students.
I thank parents and carers for supporting the
introduction of the new mobile phone policy.
This is clearly a change, although in many ways
is formalising the expectation that mobile
phones do not interfere with student learning.
Recall that this is in response to a Ministerial
Order across Victoria. Please see attached the
College Policy regarding Mobile Phones.
Significantly, teachers have commented on the
increased engagement of students in classrooms which are free of the distraction of mobile phones. It was refreshing to have an absence of mobile phones at the recent Swim-
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Important Dates
Date

Event

February 2020
Thursday 13th

Year 7 Laptop Collection from 3.15pm at Ocean Grove Campus

Monday 17th

Year 7 BBQ from 6pm at Ocean Grove Campus

Wednesday 19th

College Council from 6.15pm at Drysdale Campus

Thursday 20th

Year 12 BBQ from 6pm at Drysdale Campus and Year 12 Elevate Session
from 7pm

Friday 28th

Geelong Swimming Rounds

March 2020
Monday 9th

Student Free Day | Public Holiday | Labour Day

Thursday 12th

Year 7 2021 Information Evening

Monday 16th

Year 7 2021 SEAL Information Evening

Tuesday 24th

Year 7 Immunisations

Upcoming Excursions
Date

Excursion

Group Involved

Consent/
Payment Due

Monday 10th –
Wednesday12th
Wednesday 12th –
Friday 14th

Year 7 Camp

All Year 7’s

Past Due

Year 12 Launch
Camp

All Year 12’s

Past Due

Friday 21st

White Card Training

Year 11 VCAL

14th February

Friday 28th

White Card Training

Year 10 RSW

14th February

Seasons Camp

Selected Students

February 2020

Drysdale Campus

March 2020

29 Peninsular Drive,

Tuesday 3rd —
Thursday 5th

Drysdale, 3222
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Drysdale Campus Report
Start to the year
The vast majority of our Drysdale Campus
students have had a fantastic start to the
year, demonstrating our College Values of
Respect Resilience and Responsibility. Students have done a fantastic job of settling
into their new timetables and routines,
meeting their teachers and challenging
themselves in the classroom. We look forward to seeing this continue throughout
the remainder of the year.
Compass
Compass is a great tool for a range of purposes and is great for contacting your student’s teachers in regards to subject specific questions and concerns. Teachers will
always endeavour to reply to your contact
in a timely manner but due to full teaching
days, extra-curricular activities and some
members of staff being part time, replies
may not always be the same day. If the
matter is urgent you should call the administration office. All parents/guardians are
encouraged to utilise the Compass app,
search ‘Compass School Manager’ in the
app store. For general academic, wellbeing and behaviour enquiries and concerns
your first point of contact should be your
student’s House Leader.
Year 12 Camp

ence for students to set them up right for
the remainder of the year.
Year 12 BBQ
All Year 12 students and families are invited
to the Year 12 BBQ on Thursday February
20th, from 6:00pm. Following the BBQ there
will be a presentation to parents about
how they can best support their student
while they complete Year 12. It is also a
good opportunity to meet with staff who
are working with VCE and VCAL students
this year.
Uniform
Most students have been doing a fantastic
job of wearing the correct uniform each
day. In 2020, if a student is out of uniform
they will be asked to get changed into
spare uniform items stored at the general
office.
If your student is out of uniform you will receive an email from Compass regarding
the matter. Your support in ensuring that
students are in the correct uniform is greatly appreciated.
If you’re having difficulty purchasing uniform items for your student please contact
the wellbeing team and/or your students
House Leader so that we can arrange the
appropriate uniform items.

On Wednesday this week our Year 12 students will depart on a 3 day camp to Melbourne. Thank you to Mrs Fawcett and Mr
Damian Marra & Luke Skewes
McDonald for your organisation of the
camp, I’m sure it will be a fantastic experi- Assistant Principals Drysdale Campus

Drysdale Campus
29 Peninsular Drive,
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Corio

Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Terri-Anne Finch

Kristie Miles

Vanessa Wedding

Jess Walsh

Yr 11&12
Maddie Chaplin

Yr 11&12
Laura Doran

Yr 11&12
Senem Shamsili

Yr 11&12
Mark Duncan

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10
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Ocean Grove Campus Report
2020 Commencement
We have had a fantastic start to the new
year, with students excited to return to the
College or commence their high school
journey. There has been a genuine sense of
positivity and enthusiasm around the campus from staff and students, which we hope
will continue throughout the year. Congratulations to the Year 7 cohort on their transition to Secondary College. The mobile
phone policy has also been well received
with only 3 students not following the new
processes.

Staff Development Day
Thursday 07th February was a student free
day, with staff gathering together to work
on the continual development of stimulating and engaging learning. This will allow
teachers to directly provide different strategies so that all students are catered for their
different academic abilities.

Upcoming Events
The coming weeks see a number of important dates. We have our Year 7 students
collecting their laptops for the first time on
Thursday the 13th February, which is exciting
Swimming Sports
for everyone. The Year 7 BBQ for Parents/
Congratulations go to our Corio students for Guardians to come and meet staff on Monwinning our swimming sports on Thursday 6th day 17th February. These are big events for
February. Despite some initially threatening our Year 7s as they become a key part of
weather, the day turned out to be a great
our community. We would love to see as
experience for the students who attended. many parents of Year 7 students attend this
The only dampener on proceedings was
evening.
the low attendance, with only 67% of our
campus taking part in the day. With athlet- House Leaders
ics coming later in the term, we hope to see Parents and Guardians are reminded to
a better turn out for what is sure to be ancontact the following House Leaders as the
other great day.
first point of contact for enquiries about student progress, wellbeing and or other matYear 7 Camp
ters. We have had some changes to our
Our new Year 7 students have their first high House leader structure for 2020. Patrick
school camp this week, with over 180 stuMcIntosh is now our Londsdale House Leaddents heading up to Campaspe Downs for er and Justin Crisostomo is our Nepean
three days of fun and friendship building.
Leader.
The bonds being formed on camp will set
up the whole cohort to have fantastic year
together and also allow them to create
some positive relationships with their teach- Mr Pierre Grzybek & Ms Sarah Foley
ers.
Assistant Principals Ocean Grove Campus

Drysdale Campus
29 Peninsular Drive,
Drysdale, 3222

Ocean Grove Campus

House Leaders 2020

70 Shell Road
Ocean Grove

Corio

Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Mr Bob Marmion
Yr 7 & 8

Mr Partick McintoshYr
7&8

Mr Justin Chrisostomo
Yr 7 & 8

Ms Kelly Clitheroe
Yr 7 & 8
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Community Notices
Privacy issues and student photographs
At Bellarine we celebrate the efforts of
students by mentioning their participation
and achievement in school events and
class activities in our school newsletter, on
our website and on our Facebook page.
Photographs are sometimes included.
We also use photographs of students in
our College magazine along with samples
of their work. We sometimes invite the
local press to school events. In keeping
with College policy, we will seek parent/
guardian consent before passing photos or
information to the press. If you have any
concerns regarding the publication of photos or student work in College newsletters,
publications or the magazine, please do
not hesitate to contact the College.

Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund & State
School Relief
Do you hold a valid Healthcare card? If
so there is some Government Funded
assistance you may be able to access to
help with Camps, Excursions (CSEF) and
Uniforms (SSR).
Ask the Administration Staff for more
information and to access a form to submit.
Closing Date for applications are:
CSEF: Friday 26th June 2020
SSR: Friday 27th March 2020

Insurance
Parents / Guardians are reminded that the
Department does not provide personal
accident insurance or ambulance cover for
students. Parents / guardians of students,
who do not have student accident insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for
paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as
any other transport costs.
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Bussing Notices
Overcrowding of Busses

Obligation to hold valid ticket for myki
school bus travel
Please be advised that students are
required to present one of the following every time they travel:

McHarry’s Student Travel Pass,
OR
Touch on a myki which has sufficien myki money or a student
pass loaded
Travelling without one of the above
tickets is fare evasion and is against
the law. Authorised Officers regularly
travel on McHarry’s buses and can issue on the spot fines for a child without
a valid ticket.
Student ID cards or Student Travel
Concession cards cannot be accepted for travel.
MYKI cards can be topped up on the
bus up to a maximum of $20.
For further information, please contact
myki on 1800 800007, McHarry’s
Buslines on 5223 2111 or speak to Tahnee Kemp your School Bus Coordinator.


Drysdale Campus
29 Peninsular Drive,
Drysdale, 3222

Due to the growing student numbers in
locations around the Bellarine Peninsula we have had overcrowding on
some of our bus services, especially
our D5 bus which travels along Jetty
Road. We would like to accommodate our students and alleviate these
issues and have been instructed that
concerns should be communicated to
Public Transport Victoria on 1800 800
007.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.
D7 change effective Wed 12 Feb:
To alleviate loadings pressure on the
D5 from Clifton Springs to Bellarine SC,
the D7 morning service will be rerouted
from Wed 12 Feb to assist with a pickup from Curlewis Estate.
The D7 change includes:


No longer picking up in Beacon
Point Rd or Coolangatta
Drive. Our existing D6 bus will
pick up those students instead.



D7 will still service the Dandarringa loop, Bayshore Ave and Central Rd



The new section of route will be
a stop in Centennial Blvd at the
park at approx. 8.35am. It can

Ocean Grove Campus

The new route and timetable is:

70 Shell Road
Ocean Grove
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Student Attendance Information
It is a Department of Education and Training (DET) requirement that Parents/Guardians contact the school with an explanation for all student absences, prior to, or on the day of absence.
If Parent/Guardian Approval has not been received, Bellarine Secondary College will use Compass Absence Email Alerts to communicate this information to families. Parents/Guardians are
then required to contact the College to approve the absence as soon as possible.
Please notify the school if you do not have a current email address.
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Student Attendance Information cont...

Every Day Counts

In Victoria school is compulsory for children and
young people aged 6 – 17 years
Student Absences

Secondary School Attendance
Going to school every day is the single most
Important part of your teenager’s education.
Students learn new things at school every day – missing
school puts them behind.

School is better when your teenager is
there
Why it’s important

The main reasons for absence are:
Sickness – There are always times when students need to
miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re
only away on the days they are genuinely sick - setting
good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly
can make a big difference.
Family Holidays – It’s vital that holidays are planned
during school holidays where possible and not during the
Term. If you are planning to go on holiday during Term
time, make sure that you talk to the school in advance
and work together to develop an Absence Learning Plan.

We all want our students to get a great education and the “Day-off” – Think twice before letting your teenager have
building blocks for a great education begin with students a “day-off” as they could fall behind their classmates –
coming to school each and every day.
every day counts.
Students develop good habits by going to school every
day – habits that are necessary to succeed after school,
whether in the workplace or in further study.
Missing school can have a big impact on students academically and socially. It can affect their test results,
including VCE & VCAL and, just as importantly, it can
affect their relationships with other students and lead to
social isolation.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each
day a student misses puts them behind and can affect
their educational outcomes.

Drysdale Campus

Each missed day is associated with falling behind in subject topics and assessment tasks, and lead to few subject
choices and may impact on achievement in years 11 and
12 and post-school pathways.

29 Peninsular Drive,

Getting in early

Drysdale, 3222

It’s never too late to improve attendance. Even in the
middle years, when school can seem the most challenging
for students and when attendance rates can be at their
lowest, going to school more often can make a big difference. Every day counts.

Ocean Grove Campus
70 Shell Road

Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to
school without their Parent/Guardian’s permission, or
skip out of school during the day. There can be many
reasons for truancy; the best way to address this if for
school and families to work together.
While all absences can effect academic performance,
Department of Education statistics show that unexcused
absences are a much stronger indicator of lower reading
and maths achievement.
School refusal – School refusing students experience
significant emotional distress not only when going to
school but also at the thought of going to school; they
may be absent from school for weeks or even months at a
time. School refusal differs from truancy as students
generally stay home with the knowledge of the Parents/
Guardians and despite their best efforts to encourage
their student to go to school.

Being away from school for 1 day a fortnight
equals missing 1.5 years over 13 years of

school.

We are there to help – if you’re having attendance issues
with your student, speak to your student’s House Leader
about ways to address those issues.

Ocean Grove
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