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Principal’s Report

A

t the Drysdale Campus
Assembly this week I
spoke to students of
the College Value of Respect and
the opportunities that the College
makes available to students to
learn. I spoke of how we come
together each day from all points
of the Bellarine Peninsula for the
purpose of learning and I encouraged all students to aim high and
not be satisfied with anything less
than their best!
The assembly reminded us all of
the issue of our impact on our
environment, with a particular
focus on the amount of rubbish
that accumulates across our College each day and I ask parents
and families to consider ways in
which we can each reduce what
we bring to school each day and
therefore the ways in which we
can each reduce our footprint.
The Year 9 LinC elective; War on
Waste is driving positive change
at our College as we explore ways
in which we can reduce our impact on our environment.
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and involves very clear components such as:

Inside this Issue
Principal’s Report

An orderly entry routine that
reflects that both teachers and
students are Ready to Learn
A clear and concise Learning
Goal that provides a very explicit
outline of the learning for that
lesson which provides a target for
students to achieve,
A Start Up Activity that either
revisits the prior learning in the
previous lesson or introduces the
new learning of the lesson,
Stimulating and Guaranteed
Learning Activities to introduce
new concepts and/or deepen understanding,

Important Dates & Excursions

A Reflection which provides students and teachers the explicit
opportunity to consider their progress and what has been learnt
and celebrate achievement.

Absences can also be updated via Compass Parent
Portal

A priority at the College in 2020 is
to embed the College’s instruction
model, the structures of our classes, across all classrooms to ensure we have research-based best
practice in every classroom. The Wayne Johannesen
Bellarine Classroom Model is Principal
based on the research of Marzano
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24 Hour
Absence Line

5251 9010
All student absences must
be reported to the College
the day of absence.

‘Like’ us on
Facebook

College Principal
Wayne Johannesen
Assistant Principals—Drysdale
Luke Swekes & Damian Marra
Assistant Principals—Ocean
Grove
Pierre Grzybek & Sarah Foley
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Principal’s Report cont...
Students will increasingly use Proficiency
Scales in their classes to both set individualised
Learning Goals, track and monitor their progress.

the expected announcement of the funding for
the development of this purpose built space
which will help us further build student aspiration and support further growth in student
learning outcomes in both VCE and VCAL.

Teachers are developing their lessons to the
structure of the Bellarine Classroom so that
students experience a predictable learning
environment in each classroom and there is
less variation between classes. Teachers are
also collaborating to ensure we provide students with a guaranteed curriculum in all classes regardless of the teacher.
This is important work which is informed by
educational research as being best practice.
We trust that this will continue to bring improved student learning outcomes as we look
to provide each and every student with the
strongest foundation of learning in order to be
learners for life.
On a different note, the proposed Later Years
Centre continues to be very actively supported
by Lisa Neville, MP and we are working closely
with both the Victorian Schools Building Authority and architectural firm Billard Leese as
we move closer to the 2020 State Budget and
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Image: Student Government Planning Session, February 2020
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Important Dates
Date

Event

March 2020
Thursday 12th

Year 7 2021 Information Evening from 5pm (Ocean Grove Campus)

Monday 16th

Year 7 2021 SEAL Information Evening from 6pm (Ocean Grove Campus)

Thursday 19th

Year 7 2021 Drysdale Campus Tours from 6pm

Thursday 19th

Lonsdale Mufti Day (Casual Dress) - Harmony Day

Tuesday 24th

Year 7 Immunisations

Thursday 26th

WMR Swimming Rounds

Friday 27th

Last Day Term 1—Students finish at 2.20pm

Upcoming Excursions
Date

Excursion

Group Involved

Consent/
Payment Due

Friday 13th

Intermediate Sport

Selected Students

Friday 13th

Arcare Nursing Home

YR9 LINC ‘Back in my
Day’ students

Overdue

Tuesday 17th

Marine Science Snorkel

YR10 Marine Science
Students

Overdue

Friday 27th

Year 12 Top Arts

YR 12 Studio Arts

13th March

March 2020
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Image: Year 9-12 School Assembly in the Gym
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Drysdale Campus Report
School Sport

NAPLAN

On Friday last week our senior volleyball and cricket teams competed against other schools in the
Geelong area. We look forward to hearing how
they went in the next edition of the newsletter.

This year our Year 9 students will again be completing NAPLAN online. Students will be required to
complete 4 tests which will be completed on separate days. The tests will be spread out across 2
weeks, May 12-26. Students will complete some
short activities during English and Maths classes to
familiarise themselves with the online format.

This week our intermediate softball, volleyball and
tennis teams will be competing, best of luck to all
students involved.

Continuous Reporting on Compass

Swimming

In 2020, we will still be providing continuous reWell done to all of our students who participated in
porting to parents. This means that you will receive
the Geelong Division Swimming carnival on Friday
smaller chunks throughout the semester as stuFebruary 28. More information will follow in the
dents complete learning tasks. At the end of Term
next edition of the newsletter.
One you will receive a summary of completed
Learning Tasks. Then at the end of semester one
you will receive a report with your students’ proWhite card training
gress and a summary of the comments throughout
On Friday February 28 a number of our students in the semester. This timely feedback will allow you
years 10 and 11 completed their white card, a
to keep up to date on your students’ progress
OH&S training course, which allows them to access throughout the semester.
worksites. Well done on all students who completLocks on Lockers
ed this.
A reminder to all students and their families that
students are required to have a lock on their locker
Last Wednesday we had our first Campus assembly to ensure that their books and valuables are sefor the year. It was great to hear from our College
curely stored during class time.
Captains, have a visual representation of garbage
currently being collected on our campus presented
by Ms Cassar-Smith and her War on Waste class.
Jahla Wittenburg performed a fantastic rendition of
Mr Damian Marra & Mr Luke Skewes
‘Aint No Sunshine’ by Bill Withers.
Campus Assembly

Drysdale Assistant Principals

Drysdale Campus
29 Peninsular Drive,
Drysdale, 3222

House Leaders 2020
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Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Terri-Anne Finch

Kristie Miles

Vanessa Wedding

Jess Walsh
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Yr 11&12
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Maddie Chaplin

Laura Doran

Senem Shamsili

Mark Duncan
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Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Ocean Grove
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Ocean Grove Campus Report
Year 7 BBQ

Information Evening

After a busy beginning to the semester, the Year 7
BBQ was a fantastic opportunity for parents, students and teachers to meet and discuss the transition into high school. Glorious sunshine and a faint
breeze made for ideal weather and staff churned
out the sausages to the families that made it in for
the evening. Our Principal Class took the opportunity to speak to families about their role, expectations
and hopes for the year. We would also like to thank
the teaching staff for preparing and cooking the
BBQ; Finally, we would like to thank all the families
who did attend and we look forward to having them
as an active part of our college community.

To all parents if you could please note that the Information Evening for the 2021 Year 7 student intake
will be taking place on the 12th March. Tours will run
from 5pm – 6.30 pm and there will be two information sessions run at 6pm & 7pm in the Nepean
Learning Pod. Please pass this information on to any
parent who has a current grade 6 student. It is a
great opportunity to see our Campus and the wonderful programs we offer from Years 7-12.

Continuous Reporting
As our school year progresses, parents/guardians
will soon begin to receive updates from teachers
about their child’s learning in each subject. This
forms a part of our continuous reporting approach,
which aims to provide feedback to students and
parents on a regular basis. This will be published
through Compass, so we would highly recommend
all parents to download the app through either the
Apple App store or the Google Play Store. If you are
unaware of your login details, please contact the
school and we will provide them for you.
House Leaders
Drysdale Campus

Parents and Guardians are reminded to contact the
following House Leaders as the first point of contact
for enquiries about student progress, wellbeing and
or other matters. Parents/Guardians are, of course,
both welcome and invited to contact class teachers
and/or Assistant Principals; Mr Pierre Grzybek or Ms
Sarah Foley

29 Peninsular Drive,
Drysdale, 3222

Ocean Grove Campus
70 Shell Road
Ocean Grove

SEAL Information Night
Following on from our College Information Night,
the Select Entry Accelerated Learning (SEAL) Program information night will be running on Monday
16th March from 6pm to 7pm . This is an opportunity for parents/guardians who are seeking to have
their child be part of the Year 7 SEAL class in 2021 to
find out the structure, expectations and process
around the SEAL program. This marks the beginning
of the SEAL application process for the 2021 program, which involves students undertaking a rigorous selection process involving testing, references
and an interview. We encourage all interested parents to attend on the 16th and look forward to
meeting you there.
Respectful Relationships Session
On March the 5th the Campus conducted a one hour
session on respectful relationships. This is one of the
college’s core values and a focus for 2020. Students
had an opportunity to provide student voice regarding respectful behaviour and this work will continue
during the course of the year.

Mr Pierre Grzybek & Ms Sarah Foley

House Leaders 2020
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Corio
Mr Bob Marmion
Yr 7 & 8

Lonsdale
Mr Partick Mcintosh
Yr 7 & 8

Assistant Principals Ocean Grove Campus
Nepean
Mr Justin Chrisostomo
Yr 7 & 8

Swan
Ms Kelly Clitheroe
Yr 7 & 8
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Attendance News
ATTENDANCE PERCENTAGE EMAILS:

PUNCTUALITY TO CLASS:

Bellarine Secondary College is committed to
achieving 100% school attendance for all
students. Students need to attend school
regularly to make the most of the educational opportunities we offer and to reach their
full potential.

We’re also continuing our focus on students
arriving to all classes on time and ready to
learn. When students are late, Parents/
Carers will receive an email via Compass at
the end of the day to notify them that there
student has been late to class. Follow up discussions with students at home about why
they have been late to class and importance
of being punctual will assist in ensuring that
students do not miss out on valuable class
time.

To improve on our attendance processes, we
will once again commence notifying families
of their children’s attendance rate. Families
may receive emails highlighting their student’s current levels of attendance.
This is intended to make families and students aware of their attendance levels compared against State and School Targets.
These emails will also encourage families to
contact the school to clarify absences and
implement strategies to bring about an improvement in attendance.
If your family requires support in getting your
student to school, please contact their House
Leader, Community Leader or our Community Engagement Officer (Leanne Nicholson) for
support.

Students who are late to 3 classes in a week
will receive a lunchtime detention, which will
be issued by their House Leader.
If your student arrives late to school in the
morning, please provide them with a permission note explaining why they are late and
ensure they sign-in at the Administration
Office before proceeding to class.
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Community Notices
Drysdale Bypass Update
The next phase of works involves turning on the
new traffic lights and moving traffic at the new intersections at Portarlington Road, Grubb Road and
the future Bypass, and also at the new Jetty Road
where it intersects with High Street and Reserve
Road.
What we’ll do and when

When the traffic lights are turned on, the intersection will operate in a temporary arrangement. From
11 March, the Portarlington Road, Grubb Road and
High Street intersection will be operating at a lower
capacity due to the limited number of lanes we can
initially open. Once the existing roundabout is
closed, we can start building the two dedicated left
turn lanes from Portarlington Road onto High
Street.

The work will be undertaken in two stages;
• On Tuesday, 10 March 2020, we will turn on the
new traffic lights at the intersection of High Street
and Reserve Road. Traffic will be directed along the
realigned Jetty Road which connects into the new
High Street and Reserve Road traffic lights.
• On Wednesday, 11 March 2020, we will turn on
the traffic lights at the Portarlington, Grubb Road
and High Street intersection. The Portarlington,
Grubb and Jetty Road roundabout will be closed
and removed between the Caltex service station
entrance and the roundabout.

Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund & State
School Relief
Do you hold a valid Healthcare card? If
so there is some Government Funded
assistance you may be able to access to
help with Camps, Excursions (CSEF) and
Uniforms (SSR).
Ask the Administration Staff for more
information and to access a form to submit.
Closing Date for applications are:
SSR: Friday 27th March 2020
CSEF: Friday 26th June 2020

The installation of traffic signals at these intersections provides the safest and most efficient solution
to traffic flow at the Portarlington, Grubb and Jetty
Road intersection. When the traffic lights are turned
on, it’s important to keep in mind this arrangement
is temporary - the full benefits of the signalised
intersections will be felt when the bypass opens
later this year.

Drysdale Campus
29 Peninsular Drive,
Drysdale, 3222

What you can expect
During the two-day traffic switch, there will be travel time delays of up to 20 minutes as we prepare to
open the two new intersections. This involves moving barriers, completing line marking, standing light
poles, completing kerbs and shifting traffic across
lanes.
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Traffic management will be directing traffic and
monitoring traffic flows during this time.

Respect | Resilience | Responsibility | Learning for Life
7

Bellarine Secondary College

Newsletter
ISSUE 3 | 10th March 2020

Community Notices cont...
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