Bellarine Secondary College

Newsletter
ISSUE 10 | 20TH JULY 2020

Principals Report

I

t is indeed a strange time.
As I write this Metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire are
in lockdown and the Premier has
announced the requirement for
masks to be worn in the lockdown
area whenever leaving home. As
the Covid-19 numbers continue to
accrue at an alarming rate we
wait anxiously to see if we too will
resume lockdown.

Drysdale Campus
29 Peninsular Drive,
Drysdale, 3222

cal advice before returning to
school.

I also reassure parents/carers that
cleaners are present each day
cleaning high touch surfaces
across the school day before each
campus is cleaned thoroughly at
the end of each school day. Hand
sanitiser is available to students
across the day and we are avoiding bringing students together for
At present we avoid lockdown, but assemblies.
it clearly relies on each of us to be
While social distancing is somevery cognisant of the things we
times very difficult in a school setcan each do to reduce the risk of
ting, we are endeavouring to do
infection. The protocols around
this wherever possible.
social distancing and hygiene are
well known and it is important that In saying the above, we are howwe each practice these whenever ever seeing very high absence
possible. I reassure parents that rates and while we understand the
staff are encouraged to remain at anxiety that our community feels at
home if they are feeling unwell this very challenging time, I am
and/or showing any cold/flu-like very conscious of the learning that
symptoms and then seek medical is not occurring when students are
advice before returning to school. absent. Research does show that
every day counts in a child’s eduI ask that parents/carers are very
cation. If your child is well we
diligent in this regard so that we
would love to see them at school
can all play our part in staying safe
so that we can support their conand keeping our parents, grandtinued learning.
parents and medically vulnerable
safe. In short, please keep students
Continued on next page...
home if they are feeling unwell or
showing symptoms and seek medi- Wayne Johannesen
Principal
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Principals Report cont...
The coming week sees each Year 9 student participate
in the Morrisby virtual interviews. This initiative supports
students to explore their potential future pathways and
is fabulous support for students as they consider their
options in subject selection for Year 10 and beyond. Mr
McDonald is leading the development of student Career Action Plans and these are an excellent reference
as students and parents reflect on subjects for 2021.

DRYSDALE BYPASS

Stay safe.



The City of Greater Geelong has received a number of
complaints about traffic and parking issues in Peninsula
Drive. They are all aware of the limitations of the present public road infrastructure. This will not be fully resolved until Peninsula Drive is connected to Belchers
Road. In the meantime, there needs to be access to all
facilities on this road at all times, especially for emerParents/carers are also asked to note that the normal gency services and school bus access.
Later Years Information Evening will not take the form of
The advice received from COGG to parents/carers is
previous years when we have hosted parents and stuthey should utilise alternative drop-off/pick-up locations
dents on site. Given the Covid-19 restrictions we will into reduce the traffic and parking burden on Peninsula
stead be conducting this online. We are currently filmDrive, such as:
ing and recording staff and students to bring together
an online package that we trust will ensure that par-  Andersons Rd (now McKiernan St), with pedestrian/
ents, carers and students are suitably empowered to cyclist access under the Drysdale Bypass.
make an informed selection of subjects for 2021.
 Reserve Rd, with pedestrian/cyclist access via the
Please take care at this very challenging time.
walking track.
Drysdale Railway station, with pedestrian/cyclist ac-

cess via the walking track.



Gillies Rd, with pedestrian/cyclist access to the rear

of the schools.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation

Student Absences
All student absences must be reported to the College on the day of absence!

Important Dates
Date

24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days
a week)

Event

July 2020
Friday 24th

Beanies for Brain Cancer—Gold Coin Donation

Compass Parent Portal
(log-in details required)

August 2020
Wednesday 5th

Student Free Day—Professional Learning

Wednesday 19th

College Council—Online

Thursday 20th

Student Free Day—Staff Professional Practice Day

Administration Office - 5251 9000
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)
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Drysdale Campus Report
START TO THE NEW SEMESTER
We would like to congratulate students on the positive start to the Semester. It has been fantastic to see the vast
majority of students in the correct College uniform, arriving to classes ready to learn and applying themselves to
the best of their ability.
LEARNING IN COMMUNITY (LINC) ELECTIVES
On Friday our Year 9 students commenced their LinC electives for the Semester. Students will complete one LinC
elective across the Semester with a focus on engaging with the wider community.
BELLARINE SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Congratulations to the Year 12 students invited to participate in the Bellarine Scholars Program. Invitations were
based on students classroom results and performance in the VATE practice exam at the end of Term 2. The students will be working with Ross Huggard who is an experienced former English Teacher and VCE English assessor
who will work with students to support them in their preparation for the end of year English Exam.
PUNCTUALITY
The majority of students have been doing a fantastic job of getting to class on time and arriving with the correct
equipment, ready to learn. There are a small number of students who are consistently arriving to class a few
minutes late, which not only cuts away from their own learning time but interrupts the learning of others.
We will have a campus focus on all students arriving to class on time over the coming weeks and following up
with students who are struggling with punctuality.
REPORTS
Year 9-11 reports were made available to parents and students on Compass at the end of last term. Year 12 Semester One reports will be published on Tuesday 28 th July. If you have any questions about your child’s report
please contact their teacher directly through Compass or by calling the office on 5251 9000.
Damian Marra and Luke Skewes
Assistant Principals, Drysdale Campus

Drysdale House Leaders 2020
Corio

Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Terri-Anne Finch

Kristie Miles

Vanessa Wedding

Jess Walsh

Yr 11&12

Yr 11&12

Yr 11&12

Yr 11&12

Maddie Chaplin

Laura Doran

Senem Shamsili

Mark Duncan

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10

Yr 9&10
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Ocean Grove Campus Report
TERM 3 WELCOME BACK
The students who received these awards include:
Welcome back to all the Year 7 and Year 8 students to
Alannah Elers
Lillyanna Mahoney
the Ocean Grove Campus after the recent holiday
Alisa MacDonald
Lily Pankhurst
break. We trust that you enjoyed your break and have
Andre Mizzi
Louie Hunter
returned to school refreshed and ready to learn. We
Bella Brunt
Madeline Noble
would also like to extend a warm welcome to our three
Ben
Reid
Manu Levelt
new and returning students who joined us this week.
Caitlin Redmond
Max Marriner
END-OF-SEMESTER ASSEMBLY
Caleb Cox
Natalie Martin
On the last day of Term 2, our wonderful Ocean Grove
Caleb MacDonald
Nathanial Beard
Campus Captains Lucy Summerfield and Zayyan PeerCampbell Whittaker
Nathaniel Hamilton
buccus led our end-of-semester assembly. They did a
Celeste Gourley-Keldermans Pippa Rupapera
fantastic job of leading this celebration on Microsoft
Ciarne Atkinson
Riley Wagenknecht
Teams.
Clarice Steyn
Riley Warren
Lucy and Zayyan began by acknowledging the testing
term that had been experienced by all students and
staff at the college due to the impact of COVDI-19,
and the move to remote learning. Teachers at the college had been asked to reflect on students who displayed academic excellence and the college values
during this period, so that they could be acknowledged with a Remote Learning Award.

Cooper Brown

Robert Sladoja

Ella Brown

Ryley Warren

Ethan Lanyon

Seisa White

Harley Walker

Sienna Grundle

Hudson Kowalik
Indira Connolly

Talulla Bird
Tarv Latimer

Isobel Challis

Tisha Guo

Jack Dunstone

Tyler Jackson

James Taylor

Tyler Parker

Jethro Adams

Xavier Pearson
I also wanted to thank Kya Anderson and James Taylor
Koby Samuelson
(Nepean), Riley Wagenknecht and Niamh Partridge
(Corio), Bella Brew Boyle and Tisha Guo (Lonsdale),
Talulla Bird and Allanah Elers (Swan) who contributed to Congratulations to all of these students on a brilliant
the assembly in their role as House Captains at the effort while learning from home.
campus.
Finally, I’d like to acknowledge Gabi Smales for her
work in leading the organisation of the assembly. A
huge thank-you to you Gabi! It was a wonderful way
to end the term.
Sarah Foley and Pierre Grzybek
Assistant Principals, Ocean Grove Campus

Continued on next page...
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Ocean Grove Campus Report cont...
Black Lives Matter - Alyssa McDonald
An absolute highlight from our end-of-semester assembly was
Alyssa McDonald reading her piece in response to the Black Lives
Matter movement. Her speech was certainly thought provoking,
passionate and well written. Thank-you Alyssa. We all appreciated
your speech and your willingness to share with us all as a part of
our assembly. A transcript of Alyssa’s speech is below.

It is a cultural habit, and, like all habits, it will not be easy to
change. It will take time, patience and determination.
However, I believe we are all determined. I believe everyone is
determined to live in a world where we all live as one unit. Where
your skin colour is considered the same way your hair colour is.
So turn your sadness for George Floyd, and everyone before him
into something powerful. Turn your rage, against police brutality
into change. Change your own behaviours, and then help your
friends and family to change theirs. This is the only way to get rid
of racism. Through kindness!
If we all help each other out, if we all call each other out when we
unintentionally do something racist, then we will be able to
change.

What is being racist? If you ask anyone, their answer is simple.
Being racist is treating black people differently to white. Being
racist is police brutality towards unarmed black people. Being racist, is shooting someone simply because of their skin. People hide
behind these facts so they don’t have to worry about their own
faults. But the truth of the matter is that although these are terrible examples of racism, they are driven by something else entirely, If we cannot do this, if we cannot find it in ourselves to realise our
and they are not the only forms.
faults, and to change them, then there is no hope. Because even if
these protests change the laws, if police brutality and the number
Being racist, is only drawing people with white skin. Being racist, is of black deaths decreases, but white people still think of blacks as
only writing stories with characters who have white skin. Being something separate to themselves, then all of this would have
racist, is saying “I’m not racist, but…” Being racist, is calling the been for nothing.
apricot coloured pencil, skin colour.
These are all forms of racism that almost everyone is guilty of.
More often than not, being racist is not intentional. It is just something that is so deeply engraved into our lives and society, that we
don’t even realise that we are apart of it.
So before you start protesting against police brutality, before you
start trying to change the rest of the world, you need to take the
time to change yourself. I would like everyone to take a moment
now, close your eyes, and think of a time when you have been unintentionally racist.
I would say that everyone in this room is guilty of some form of
racism, whether or not it was intentional. I know that I am. And
while I agree that police murder is disgusting, appalling, we cannot expect things that big to change, when we live in a society
where everyone, is a little bit racist.

We will still be living in a racist society, but there will no longer be
anyone else to blame for it.
Please everyone, I beg you to open your eyes. I beg you to stop
thinking that just posting black squares on Instagram makes you
not racist, and therefore part of the solution. I beg you to understand that no one is truly evil, and there are reasons behind police
brutality towards black people. They do not do these things simply
out of hatred, but out of fear.
I beg you to stop being scared, and instead be brave enough to
change.
First, we must change our hearts, then we must help change the
hearts of those around us. Then, and only then, can the world
change.

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020
Corio

Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Mr Bob Marmion
Yr 7 & 8

Mr Partick Mcintosh
Yr 7 & 8

Mr Justin Chrisostomo
Yr 7 & 8

Ms Kelly Clitheroe
Yr 7 & 8
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Attendance Notice
ATTENDANCE PERCENTAGE EMAILS
Bellarine Secondary College is committed to achieving 100% school attendance for all students. Students
need to attend school regularly to make the most of the educational opportunities we offer and to reach their
full potential.
To improve on our attendance processes, we will once again commence notifying families of their children’s
attendance rate. Families may receive emails highlighting their student’s current levels of attendance.
This is intended to make families and students aware of their attendance levels compared against State and
School Targets. These emails will also encourage families to contact the school to clarify absences and implement strategies to bring about an improvement in attendance.
If your family requires support in getting your child to school, please contact their House Leader, Community
Leader or our Community Engagement Officer (Leanne Nicholson) for support.
PUNCTUALITY TO CLASS
We’re also continuing our focus on students arriving to all classes on time and ready to learn. When students
are late, Parents/Carers will receive an email via Compass at the end of the day to notify them that they’re
student has been late to class. Follow up discussions with students at home about why they have been late to
class and the importance of being punctual will assist in ensuring that students do not miss out on valuable
class time.
Students who are late to 3 classes in a week will receive a lunchtime detention, which will be issued by their
House Leader.
LATE ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
Please note, all students arriving late to school, must sign-in at the Administration Office, before proceeding to
class, with a note explaining why they are late. Parents/Carers can also phone the school or log-into Compass
to approval late arrivals. Approved late arrivals are not counted as an unexplained absence.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
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Community Notices
Help our wildlife
A group of Mrs Browns VCAL students have put together a team to help
out with the injured wildlife that have suffered through the Bush fires that
have previously occurred in the year. It would mean a lot to us if Parents, Teachers and students could help us out in donating supplies to
the school office which the group can then collect to take to Jirrahlinga.

We are asking for things such as







Cotton swabs
Betadine
Bandages
Old towels or pillow cases
Syringes
Sorbelene cream



Wound dressings





Over 800million animals were
affected by the fires previously in NSW
It has been estimated that
approximately 1.25 billion
native animals perished in
the Australian bush fires including koalas, kangaroos,
wallabies, wombats, echidnas, and more

IMPORTANT MESSAGE:
Potato Shed car park
Please ensure when accessing
the Car Park at the Potato
Shed, you are bring mindful to
ONLY use the approved
marked pedestrian walkways.
It has been reported that
many are crossing the road at
random spots and walking between the many buses
parked. The concern is if a bus
was to roll back due to either
human error or due to mechanical failure, there is the
possibility of those walking between becoming trapped or
even worse, crushed.
Thank you, Tahnee Kemp (Bus
Coordinator)
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Community Notices
the text, email or posted message.
On June 24 BSC celebrated IDAHOBIT day. IDAHOBIT
day (International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia Look towards how it might affect their own privacy,
and Transphobia). IDAHOBIT is celebrated in more than reputation and safety.
130 countries around the world.
Young people need to know that the personal information they share remains online and can be acIDAHOBIT is a day to draw attention to the discriminacessed by anyone: friends, family, teachers, future emtion experienced by LGBTIQ+ people.
ployers, online sex offenders….. Anyone.
This day is usually celebrated worldwide in May, however due to Covid 19 and remote learning this was not What can young people do to protect themselves?
possible. The wonderful student’s in our Standout group  Don’t post any images or videos you wouldn’t be
were still very keen to organise a school celebration.
happy for your parents or grandparents’ to see. Once
They organised some really great lunchtime activities
for the whole school including, fairy bread for everyone, a fabulous scavenger hunt with rainbow paddle
pops for all who completed it, chalk affirmations and
drawings in the outdoor area…all done while the
beats from the beatbox were pumping!!
Such a great time was had. Some students danced,
some sung, some ate ice-cream and fairy bread and
some just watched.

something is online you cannot control who sees it.



Think before you post a comment, send a text or

email. If you wouldn’t say it to someone’s face don’t
say it online or via text.
Protect your personal information. You wouldn’t give
your phone number or addresses to a stranger on the
street so don’t do it online.

Many students reported what a great lunchtime it was. Merryl Arnold
Many thanks to the awesome students in the Standout
group. (Lily, Dane, Rhinna, Alica, Elsie and Indi)

Adolescent Health Nurse
Bellarine Secondary College

(Standout group promotes diversity and inclusion in all
areas and encourages students to be allies of the
LGTBIQ+ community. We meet every Wednesday
lunchtime in the library and welcome everyone).

CYBER-SAFETY
Parents and carers need to maintain the lines of communication with the children in their care, especially
when it comes to cyber-safety. We spend much time
teaching children personal and road safety and we
ought to spend time teaching them cyber safety.
Young people learn to look both ways before crossing
the road and so too should they look both ways before
posting something online.
Look towards how it might affect the person receiving
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Community Flyers
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