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Principals Report 

T 
he transi-

tion to re-

mote learn-

ing has gone quite 

smoothly in general 

and I congratulate 

parents/carers, stu-

dents and staff for 

your commitment, resilience and collec-

tive support. 

It is clearly a very challenging time for all. 

 The College’s priority is to 

both maintain the continuity of student 

learning as best we can under these cir-

cumstances while also supporting the 

wellbeing of our students, families and 

staff.  

 This has meant we have 

sought to respond to the feedback that 

we received from staff, students and par-

ents/carers after our experience of re-

mote learning earlier in the year. 

 Class teachers are working 

hard to present online learning in an en-

gaging and stimulating format and I ap-

plaud the efforts they are making to ac-

tively involve students in their learning 

online. Some class teachers are suggesting 

practical activities and I remind parents/

carers of the requirement to provide 

written permission for students to partici-

pate in such practical activities at home, 

out of sight of class teachers. This is a 

legal requirement which supports the 

College in meeting our duty of care under 

remote learning conditions. Parents are 

asked to carefully consider the risks asso-

ciated with any learning activity at home 

and only approve the activity if they are 

confident it can be completed safely at 

home. 

 I also thank parents for check-

ing in regularly with their student to en-

sure they are online and attending the 

learning activities presented by class 

teachers. Recall that student timetables 

are visible on Compass and that students 

are expected to be present, online, where 

required.  

 Class teachers have expressed 

some concern with students at year 9 and 

10 who are reporting online for the class 

but then failing to actively engage in the 

learning that is presented. I encourage 

parents to discuss class attendance with 

their child as student attendance and 

engagement in their learning is even more 

important now than ever! 

 I would like to acknowledge 

the challenge that has faced Year 12 stu-

dents and recognise their resilience and 

commitment. Your year has been most 

challenging. Recent announcements by 

The Hon. James Merlino, Minister of Edu-

cation, highlighted the commitment to 

supporting Year 12 students to reduce the 

disadvantage resulting from the COVID-19 

pandemic, particularly in Victoria. There 

are a number of initiatives that both DET 

and the College are implementing to re-

duce the disadvantage. 

 The General Assessment Test 

(GAT) is more important than ever this 

year. It is expected that the GAT will play 

a greater role than in past years in moder-

ating school assessed coursework. 

This means that the GAT is as important at 

the end of year exams. 

 The College will be very actively 

supporting VCE students to prepare for this 

year’s GAT with a number of new initiatives 

being announced in the coming weeks to 

support students to best prepare for the 

extended written items in the GAT. I encour-

age parents to discuss the importance of 

the GAT with your VCE student studying a 

Unit 3&4 subject so that students approach 

the GAT in a manner which best advantages 

them. 

Continued on next page... 
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Principals Report cont... 

 The College is working hard to support student well-

being during remote learning. Students with disabilities contin-

ue to be supported by Learning Mentors online, Wellbeing Staff 

are making weekly contact with vulnerable students and Educa-

tion Support Staff are contacting parents/carers to check in and 

seek feedback so that we can support students and families as 

best we can. House Leaders and Community Leaders are also 

contacting the parents of students who require additional sup-

port over remote learning so that we can maintain the continui-

ty of learning for these students. 

 Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the Col-

lege if we can provide further support. The first point of contact, 

as usual, should be your child’s House Leader. This contact 

should be via email. 

 Please see the Remote Learning Handbook on Com-

pass and the College’s website for contact details and other 

particulars around the College’s Remote Learning program. 

 2021 Course Counselling and student subject selec-

tion has continued despite the challenge of Stage 3 Restrictions. 

Many current Year 10 students and their parents/carers en-

gaged in online conferences on Monday 10th August and have 

made subject selections for next year. There are still a number 

of students at Year 10 to submit these selections and I ask that 

you do so as soon as possible so that you can access the choice 

of subjects. The process for current Year 10 students continues 

on Monday 17th. Please see Compass to make an appointment.  

 The process is then further repeated on Thursday 

20th August when current Year 9 students have the opportunity 

to make subject selections for 2021. Again, please see Compass 

to make an appointment, if required. 

 I encourage all parents to visit the College website 

http://www.bellarinesc.vic.edu.au/courseselect/ to see a collec-

tion of short clips which present the subject choices in each of 

the key learning areas in Years 10, 11 and 12. These are great 

resources that alongside the Prospectus will greatly support 

your understanding of the subjects available to students in 

2021. 

Finally, I note that Thursday 20th August is a student–free day as 

staff complete correction, assessment and planning. Classes will, 

of course, resume as normal on Friday 21st August. 

Please take care during these challenging times and reach out to 

the College if we can be of support. 

Wayne Johannesen 

College Principal 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

August 2020  

Monday 17th 
Year 11 2021 Course Counselling—Appointments 

Available (Optional) 

Wednesday 19th College Council—Online 

Thursday 20th  

Student Free Day—Staff Professional Practice Day 

Year 10 2021 Course Counselling—Appointments 

Available (Optional) 

Year 12 VTAC Pathways Meetings  

Monday 24th 
Year 10 2021 Course Counselling—Appointments 

Available (Optional) 

Thursday 27th Year 12 VTAC Pathways Meetings  

September 2020 

Thursday 10th RU OK Day— a conversation could change a life 

Thursday 17th 

Last Day Term 3—3.10pm finish 

7—11 3-Way Conferences 4pm—7pm —Online 

(Teams) 

Friday 18th 
Student Free Day for 7—11 3-Way Conferences 

10am—2pm —Online (Teams) 

October 2020 

Monday 5th Term 4 Commences 
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ISSUE 12 | 17TH AUGUST 2020 

Congratulations 

Two of  our fantastic Drama teachers have been nominated for the Drama 

Victoria 2020 Awards! 

 These awards are designed to acknowledge the achievements of a 

teacher who has demonstrated excellence, innovation and a significant con-

tribution to their school and/or community. What an outstanding achieve-

ment for both of these teachers, and for Bellarine Secondary College's Drama 

Programs. Well Done! 

Rob Galbraith Award for Outstanding Contribution to Drama 

by a Beginning Teacher 

Mel Di Niro 

 

 

Charles Slucki Memorial Scholarship for Achievement of a 

Drama Teacher based in Regional Victoria 

Cassia Webster 

Respect | Resilience | Responsibility 
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Attendance Notice 

Attendance during Remote Learning 

We want to thank all students and families for another bril-

liant start to remote learning. The majority of students have 

been online, on-time for each class and ready to learn. 

 Monitoring student absences is critical to ensure we 

are able to support those students who are not engaging in 

any online classes. 

 Just a reminder, students are to follow their remote 

learning timetables, which are on Compass and are expected 

to be on-time for every class so they can be marked present. 

 If your child has been marked unexplained for one 

or more periods, but were in attendance, we ask that you or 

your child make contact directly with their class teacher, ei-

ther via Teams or Compass, to correct this. 

 However, If your child is unwell, or unable to attend 

their classes for the day, we remind parents/guardians to 

advise the school as soon as possible. You can do this by log-

ging the approval onto Compass, however if you require a 

response, please leave a message on the Absence Line (which 

is available 24 hours a day) Ph: 5251 9010. 

 

 We will continue to send absence amail alerts daily 

if students are unexplained for one or more periods through-

out the day.  If you receive these alerts, we ask you to con-

tact the school to approve the absence as soon as possible, 

via the absence line. 

 If your child is struggling with any form of remote 

learning please ensure you refer to the Remote Learning 

Handbook for contact details. 

Thank you and keep up the good work. 

Drysdale House Leaders 2020 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch 

Yr 11&12 

Kristie Miles 

Yr 11&12 

Vanessa Wedding 

Yr 11&12 

Jess Walsh 

Yr 11&12 

Maddie Chaplin 

Yr 9&10 

Laura Doran 

Yr 9&10 

Senem Shamsili 

Yr 9&10 

Mark Duncan 

Yr 9&10 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Mr Bob Marmion 
Yr 7 & 8 

Mr Partick Mcintosh 
Yr 7 & 8 

Mr Justin Chrisostomo 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ms Kelly Clitheroe 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020 
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Student Absences 
All student absences must be reported to the College 

on the day of absence! 
 

24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010 
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week) 
Compass Parent Portal  
(log-in details required) 
Administration Office - 5251 9000 
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)           

Respect | Resilience | Responsibility 
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Year 11 Psychology 

The two Year 11 Psychology classes are currently completing Out-

come 2 – How are people influenced to behave in particular ways? 

One of the 3.0 learning goals the classes have been working towards 

is: I can explain the role of person perception, attributions, attitudes 

and stereotypes in interpreting, analysing, remembering and using 

information about the social world.  

We have viewed episodes of the ABC show (ABC iView) ‘You Can’t Ask 

That’ shedding light on Public Housing, Indigenous people and People 

with facial deformities. Below students share their opinions on the 

episode: Public Housing. 

 

 People should watch ‘You Can’t Ask That’ because it can 

change people’s attitudes towards people that would otherwise be 

seen as different. Many people want to know the answers to  ques-

tions but don’t want to ask. So when they watch the show, they are 

exposed to questions and answers that may be seen as taboo or sen-

sitive to ask. Some people also use attribution to draw conclusions 

about people that they don’t know, but they are unaware of the real 

factors that play a part in why someone is the way that they are. This 

overall can improve people’s person perception, and can make people 

learn that the assumptions that they make about people are not al-

ways true.  

Brooke, Year 11 

 People tend to view people in public housing in a negative 

light. Those with their own houses personally attribute this to their 

hard work and discount situational attributes such as the wealth of 

your family. However when looking at those in public housing they 

attribute their situation to the person’s choices rather than consider-

ing that they may have had a difficult life leading up to this point and 

factors that are out of their control are what resulted in them being in 

public housing. ‘You Can’t Ask That’ confronts our own prejudice and 

allows us to be more aware when making a perception about others 

and consider different factors before attributing their situation to 

personal factors or situational factors.  

Skylah, Year 11 

 Watching the episode of “You Can’t Ask That’ on Public 

Housing is so beneficial as all episodes of the show are.  The episode 

shows the inside population. These people don’t look at their lives in 

a negative way like the media shows them as. The situational attribu-

tions of someone living in housing stem from a terrible upbring-

ing but these people are just normal people now, they need a place to 

live, and they mostly function as normal people in our society. People 

with higher living standards’ person perception towards these com-

munities is obviously still wrong, These people deserve just as much 

as you and everyone else around you.  I think that this episode is 

great as it may express to someone in a clearer way how biased their 

attitudes really are.  

Aston, Year 11 

 The Participants in the video use attribution when ex-

plaining why they’re in public housing. One of the females in the vid-

eo talks about how she was living with her parents and how 

this wasn’t an appropriate environment to raise her children in 

(situational attribution).  

Renee, Year 11 

 We watch as the questions associate personal attribu-

tion and personal factors on why they are in public housing, and ig-

noring the situational factors and attribution that actually have 

caused the residents to be in public housing. The ‘You Can’t Ask That’ 

episode changes our attitude towards public housing and the people 

living in there.  

Eloise, Year 11 

 People should watch ‘You Can't Ask That’ regardless of the 

topic so they can see the bigger picture of the topic and get answers 

straight from who the topic concerns. This is because attitude is an 

evaluation an individual makes on an object, person, group, event or 

issue. An evaluation can be misunderstood or misdirected as they 

individual may have misinformed or not knowing the whole issue. An 

incomplete evaluation can be a result of attribution, that being the 

process by which people explain the causes of their own and other 

people's behaviour. In a public housing case people will make a bias 

situational attribution possibly with a just world belief (there is a 

reason why they are in public housing) without knowing the gravity of 

the situation. Where as if they watched the video they may lose that 

just world belief.  

Jude, Year 11 

 

You Can’t Ask That can be streamed for free on ABCiView. Please 
note episode ratings range from G to MA15+ 

Bellarine Secondary College 
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HeadStart Apprenticeship Stories 

While Year 10 student Ryder 
found having these photos 
taken quite embarrassing, he 
is thoroughly enjoying his 
work experience placement 
with Tony at Drysdale 
Tyrepower. 

 Ryder has started 
learning about the different 
tyre brands, treads, and sizes, 
while also learning how to fit, 
balance and align. These skills sound mundane, but they are actually 
invaluable to gaining employment as a tyre fitter, or as a first step in a 
career as a Light Auto Mechanic. 

 Tony, Manager of Drysdale Tyrepower said “Ryder has a 
good work ethic, he tries his best and has a red hot go. It’s great hav-
ing him come in on Fridays and the rest of the boys in the workshop 
like teaching him.” 

 COVID restrictions have not stopped Ryder going on place-
ment. Bellarine Secondary’s HeadStart Co-ordinator Glenn Robertson 
said “While COVID is making finding work placement harder, it is not 
impossible to find an employer to host a student one or two days a 
week. A lot of trades are busier than ever, and are finding that putting 
on a HeadStart school based apprentice is an excellent way to recruit 
the right young person into their business.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 student Harry is on 
work placement on a house 
build in Portarlington with local 
builder Craig, owner of McNeil 
Builders. Harry is pictured on 
site marking where the noggins 
will go in the stud walls, then a 
string line will be used between 
each of the marks. 

 Harry is studying 
the VET Carpentry Pre-apprenticeship course at The Gordon TAFE 
every Wednesday afternoon. By doing placement with a builder, Har-
ry better understands what he is learning in the carpentry course by 
experiencing building in a practical way. 

 Placements can also lead to employment opportunities. 
Hopefully Harry will get offered a HeadStart structured school based 
apprenticeship by Craig where he would go to work two days a week 
(and all of his school holidays), and would attend school for three 
days a week. If Craig cannot put Harry on as a HeadStart apprentice, 
then at a minimum, I would expect that Harry would have Craig as a 
willing referee on his resume for the next apprenticeship opportunity. 

 Stage 3 COVID restrictions in regional areas and the hun-
dreds of people testing positive across the state have put Harry’s 
placement on pause for now, but he is the only student trialling for 
any opportunity that may be available with McNeil Builders. 

 “At this time, probably more than ever, a student should 
double down on their efforts to find an employer for placement” says 
Bellarine Secondary’s HeadStart Co-ordinator Glenn Robertson. 
“There will come a time when businesses must hire apprentices to 
grow their business, and you will want to be the student that they 
remember the most!”. 

If you’re a student looking for a pathway into employment, a 
parent looking for a secure future for your child, or an employer 
looking for your next apprentice, contact the Careers & Path-
ways Team about the HeadStart Program at Bellarine Secondary 
College! 

Bellarine Secondary College 
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Bellarine Babydolls 

Bellarine Secondary College and Bellarine Babydolls have 

formed a partnership, which allows the students at Bellarine 

Secondary College to learn about and handle sheep. Bellarine 

Babydolls provides sheep to the School each year to allow this 

learning to take place. Students from 2019 Aghort will remem-

ber the three girls - Smudge, Frankie and Poppy. These 3 girls 

are now pregnant and are due in August.  

 If you are interested in seeing these lovely girls once 

they give birth you will have the opportunity to head down to 

Bellarine Babydolls residence in Drysdale to visit them. There 

will be an open day arranged to meet the ewes and lambs over 

the fence, with Covid restrictions in place. The aim of this open 

day is to improve the knowledge of the general public around 

the Babydoll breed.  

 To follow the sheep progress through their pregnan-
cy and birth, please like Bellarine Babydolls Instagram page. To 
find out more information about the Babydoll breed head to 
their website www.babydollsouthdownsheep.com.au or Face-
book page (Babydoll Sheep Breeders Network). 
 

More about the Breed 

Babydolls have just been accepted as a registered breed sepa-

rate to Southdowns by the Australian Stud Sheep Breeders 

Association Australia. Bellarine Babydolls breed Full Blood 

Babydolls, which can be purchased for use in Vineyards and 

Orchards due to their short stature. Full blood Babydolls are 

quite rare and Bellarine Babydolls are engaged in promoting 

this breed through a breeding program.    

 

If you are interested in purchasing some Babydoll sheep please 

contact Bronwyn at Bellarine Babydolls via email 

(bronwyn@bowenhealy.com.au) or phone (0409656728). 

Bellarine Secondary College 
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Community Flyers 

Bellarine Secondary College 
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https://get.elevatecoaching.info/au/webinar-signup-time-management-18-august/?school=BellarineSecondaryCollege&mc_cid=88d1dd471c&mc_eid=5002062b3a

