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Principals Report 

W 
elcome Back! 

 

As you read 

this edition of the College 

Newsletter students will 

have returned to face to face learning. 

We are very excited to welcome stu-

dents back on campus and look forward 

to returning to relative normality! 

 Further to my recent message 

to parents and guardians, I would like to 

emphasise the arrangements that are in 

place to support a safe and successful 

return to on-site learning. 

 The priorities for Term 4 at our 

College beyond doing our best to getting 

back to something that resemble nor-

mality, will be on mental health and 

wellbeing, learning and transition. 

Priority 1 – Mental health and wellbe-

ing 

Our highest priority is the mental 

health, safety and wellbeing of every 

student and member of staff. Students 

from disadvantaged backgrounds and 

many students with disabilities have 

been disproportionately impacted 

across all areas of their education.  

 It is important that we rein-

force and sustain the motivation for 

learning. We hope to quickly re-

establish the important routines that 

will help to re-engage students and 

families. It has been a very different 

academic year and a challenging experi-

ence for many! 

Priority 2 – Learning  

Some students have been able to more 

quickly progress in their learning in the 

remote and flexible learning environ-

ment, others have maintained their rate 

of progress, and some have, despite 

their best efforts and those of their 

families and teachers, fallen behind.  

 Our priority will be to ensure 

those who have fallen behind can catch 

up and those who have progressed sig-

nificantly can continue to be extended 

and stretched in their learning. 

 Literacy and numeracy across 

the curriculum will remain a focus as we 

look to ensure students have the learn-

ing that is essential to their success in 

the future.  

Priority 3 – Transitions 

As students transition back to face to 

face learning it is important that we 

work together to make this as smooth 

as possible. Term 4 is a critical period for 

all students returning to face to face 

learning, and is particularly important 

for the students joining the College from 

our Partnership Primary Schools, our 

Year 8 students preparing to move to 

the Senior Campus at Drysdale and our 

Year 12 students preparing for exams 

and final assessments before moving 

into employment or further education 

and training.  

 Students in other year levels 

will also be preparing for a change of 

teachers and new classmates in the new 

academic year in 2021.  

 A key focus of Term 4 will be 

to make every effort to ensure each of 

these end-of-year and beginning-of-year 

transitions occurs as successfully as 

possible.  

Returning to School – Ready to Learn! 

Please recall that Year 7, 9, 10, 11 & 12 

students return to on site learning next 

week on Monday 12th October. 

Year 8 classes will continue online on 

Monday 12th October.  Year 8 students 

will return to on site classes on Tues-

Continued on next page... 
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Principals Report cont... 

day 13th October. This will allow Year 7 students to have a 

day where they have the Ocean Grove campus to them-

selves, which we hope will help them to transition back to 

face to face learning. We believe this is important given the 

little time they have spent on campus so far this year! 

 Please note that all students are expected to 

attend on site once their year level has returned to on-site 

learning.  

Exceptions may exist for medically vulnerable students. It is 

recommended that parents/carers of students with complex 

medical needs seek advice from the student’s medical prac-

titioner to support decision-making about whether on-site 

education is suitable. Please contact your child’s House 

Leader if this is the case. 

 Classes will resume as timetabled next week as 

students return to school. Students should endeavour to 

maintain physical distancing wherever possible on arrival 

at school and when they are at their lockers before moving 

to period 1 at the start of the day. 

 Assemblies will be conducted on both Monday 

12th October and Tuesday 13th October to welcome students 

back! These assemblies will be conducted online during 

period 1 classes, as we will continue to avoid students gath-

ering in large numbers and encourage social distancing 

wherever practicable. 

 We are very conscious that many students have 

found remote and flexible learning challenging and that this 

brings its own anxiety. While we are committed to identify-

ing any gaps in student learning in relation to their literacy 

and numeracy, our priority will be on helping students re-

establish the routines and habits that will support their 

learning in the future. We thank you for your support in 

regard to this and in ensuring that your child returns ready 

to learn next week! 

Reinforcing COVIDSafe Behaviours 

Parents and guardians are, of course, asked to keep stu-

dents at home if they are unwell. This remains as important 

as ever! 

 All staff, students and visitors to schools should 

undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to 

school, before and after eating, after blowing their nose, 

coughing, sneezing or using the toilet.  

Students should bring their own water bottle for use at 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

October 2020 

Monday 12th 
Onsite Learning commences Years 7, 9, 10, 11 & 12 

(Year 8 students continue with Remote Learning) 

Tuesday 13th Onsite Learning commences Year 8 

Tuesday 20th CORIO Mufti Day—Gold Coin Donation 

Wednesday 21st Student Free Day (Geelong Cup) 

Friday 23rd Student Free Day (Public Holiday) 

Wednesday 28th College Council 

Friday 30th Final Day Year 11 Classes 

November 

Monday 2nd College Wide Assembly—Held on Teams 

Monday 9th Year 11 exams begin 

Tuesday 10th Year 12 English exam 

Wednesday 11th Year 12 exams begin  

Friday 13th Student Free Day—Professional Practice Day 

Bellarine Secondary College 
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school, as students should not drink directly from drinking fountains at this 

time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles. 

 Students are discouraged from sharing food and should use non-

contact greetings (not shaking hands or hugging). 

 Hand sanitiser will be made available to students throughout the 

day and continuous cleaning will continue each day to maintain high levels 

of hygiene. 

 Students should practise physical distancing where possible. 

While I acknowledge that maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 meters will 

not always be practical in the school environment, it is certainly encour-

aged wherever possible.  

Temperature Checking 

Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, given the 

current levels of community transmission in Victoria, mandatory tempera-

ture testing of all students on arrival to schools will not be required in 

Term 4.   

 However, should community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-

19) increase, temperature checking may be reintroduced for some 

schools.   

ISSUE 15 | 12TH OCTOBER 2020 
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Face Masks 

All staff and all students must wear a face mask while at school 

and while travelling to and from the College. 

A face mask that covers the nose and mouth is now the only per-

mitted type of face covering. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do 

not meet these requirements. 

 Some students and staff are exempt from these require-

ments. This includes students who are over the age of 12 and are 

unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability. 

This also includes students or staff who have a medical condition, 

such as problems with their breathing, a serious skin condition on 

the face, a disability or a mental health condition. 

Face Mask Breaks 

Face mask breaks are allowed for staff and students during the 

day, but they should be kept brief, when seated outdoors having 

lunch and physically distanced. 

Visitors to the College 

Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or 

supporting essential school services and operations (such as stu-

dent health and wellbeing services, and safety, cleaning and 

maintenance workers). 

 To support contact tracing, the College must keep a 

record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on site for 

more than 15 minutes.  

 Additional staff, including parent volunteers, must not 

attend school at this time.  

Click the Compass Icon 

to log on to your portal.  

Bellarine Secondary College 

Student Absences 
All student absences must be reported to the College 

on the day of absence! 
24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010 
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week) 
Compass Parent Portal  
(log-in details required) 
Administration Office - 5251 9000 
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)           
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 Parent-teacher information sessions and interviews 

will continue to be replaced with an online alternative. 

The College will not be conducting on-site school tours for pro-

spective students and their families at this time.   

 Essential visitors to school grounds must comply with 

physical distancing and face mask advice set out in this Opera-

tions Guide, and practise good hand hygiene.  

Sport and Physical Education 

While outdoor contact and non-contact sport can resume in 

schools across regional Victoria. I am waiting on further advice 

regarding the teaching of Physical Education indoors. 

I will communicate this tomorrow in a further update so that 

parents, and students are aware of these arrangements. 

Outdoor interschool sport may resume during Term 4 with ap-

propriate health and safety measures in place. What this means 

for students of our College is yet to be confirmed but will be 

communicated as this becomes clearer.   

Drama and Dance 

The College is seeking further advice regarding Drama activities 

and dance groupwork. The current advice is that these activities 

should be undertaken outside where safe and viable.   

I will provide an update regarding Drama and Dance tomorrow.  

Food classes and student cooking  

Food preparation can continue in schools with frequent hand 

hygiene and no sharing of food. Foods classes will occur, with 

the necessary measures in place to ensure this occurs within 

DET guidelines. 

Camps and excursions  

While permission has been given for camps and excursions to 

resume in Regional Victorian schools, the College plans to be 

very discretionary in what excursions or camps are occur at this 

time. 

Again, further detail regarding this will be shared in the coming 

weeks as things become clearer and we are able to establish 

clear protocols and procedures which ensure such activities can 

occur safely. 

 I hope that the above provides parents and guardians 

with a clearer  understanding of the return to school next week 

and the precautions that are in place to both reduce the anxiety 

that some may feel returning to on site learning and to make 

https://bellarinesc-vic.compass.education/
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Bussing Updates the school environment as COVIDSafe as possible. 

 I will finish as I started by saying how excited we are to 

see students back on site for face to face learning. 

 Please take care and feel free to contact the College if 

you have any questions and/or concerns. 

General Achievement Test 

It was fabulous to welcome Year 12 VCE students back on campus 

on Wednesday 7th October for the General Achievement Test. I 

appreciate for many of our students it felt quite different to be 

back amongst their peers. The General Achievement Test (GAT) 

plays a very important role in moderating student achievement 

this year and I congratulate Year 12 students on the manner in 

which they completed this task. I thank the Later Years Leader, Ms 

Tracey Fawcett, and the Senior House Leaders Mrs Wedding, Ms 

Walsh, Mrs Finch and Ms Miles for their very active support of our 

students on Wednesday. I acknowledge Mrs Jan Lane and her team 

of invigilators for the delivery of this test and thank you for your 

continued support of our College. 

 Year 12 students, both VCE and VCAL, will complete a 

reflective task on Monday which will support the College and class 

teachers to understand the degree of disadvantage each student 

has experienced over the year as a result of COVID-19. This will 

help class teachers and VCAA as we look to minimise the degree of 

disadvantage experienced by each, as student achievement is mod-

erated at the end of the year.   

 

Wayne Johannesen 

College Principal 

Bellarine Secondary College 
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There have been a few changes made to the Christian’s Bus Routes  that 

will commence in Term 4. 

I have outlined the changes to each route below. I have also sent out an 

e-mail with further information to all the parents/carers that have stu-

dents on these routes. 

Barwon Heads—This service will now be leaving it’s first stop at 7.58am 

and will arrive to Ocean Grove Campus at 8.20am, then arriving at Drys-

dale Campus at 8.30am. (This is approx. 15 minutes later) 

Queenscliff—This service will now be leaving it’s first stop at 7.50am and 

will arrive to Ocean Grove Campus at 8.10am. (This is approx. 10 

minutes later) 

Marlin—This service will now be leaving Ocean Grove Campus at 

8.10am, then arriving at Drysdale Campus at 8.30am.  

Presidents—This service will commence 2 minutes later at 8.04am  
New Stop: Presidents Avenue  and Ashby Street  (No longer stopping at 
Presidents Ave and Draper Street Ocean Grove) 

Kingston—This service will now be leaving Kingston Downs Drive 

(Woolworths) at 8.10am which is 4 minutes earlier.  

There are no changes to Collendina, Loftys or the McHarry’s Wallington 

Service. 

The Buses will still be running to the Drysdale Campus as per their nor-

mal schedule form Monday 5th October  to accommodate for the stu-

dents engaging in Onsite Leaning and for the Year 12’s attending their 

GAT on Wednesday 7th October. 

*Please also note that ALL Buses to both Campuses will resume their 

timetabled routes form Monday 12th October 2020.  

Kind Regards, 

Tahnee Kemp 

Bussing Coordinator 
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Drysdale House Leaders 2020 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Terri-Anne Finch 
Yr 11 & 12 

Kristie Miles 
Yr 11 & 12 

Vanessa Wedding 
Yr 11 & 12 

Jess Walsh 
Yr 11 & 12 

Maddie Chaplin 
Yr 9 & 10 

Laura Doran 
Yr 9 & 10 

Senem Shamsili 
Yr 9 & 10 

Mark Duncan 
Yr 9 & 10 

Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 

Bob Marmion 
Yr 7 & 8 

Partick Mcintosh 
Yr 7 & 8 

Justin Chrisostomo 
Yr 7 & 8 

Kelly Clitheroe 
Yr 7 & 8 

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020 
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2020 Parents Victoria Online Conference 

Parents /carers, school leadership / staff and school councillors are 
invited to attend the 2020 Parents Victoria Online Conference. 

The theme of the forum is a Brave New World: Changes, challeng-
es and opportunities for families and schools.  
 
This year’s conference program includes presentations from ex-
pert speakers and groups on mental health support for students 
and parents, connecting school communities and engaging fami-
lies. 
 
Deputy Premier and Minister for Education James Merlino will 
open the conference and answer questions submitted by schools 
and families. 

To submit a question email office@parentsvictoria.asn.au by Sun-
day 11 October. 

 

 

Details on the conference and how to register are provided below. 

Date: Monday 19 October 2020 

Time: 10am to 1.15pm 

Cost: The conference is free but registration is essential. 

Registration: The conference will take place on Zoom. Partici-
pants will be emailed a Zoom link on 18 October. 

For more information visit the Parents Victoria website. 

A Headstart For Bellarine Students On Drysdale Bypass 

A young apprentice is gaining valuable career experience on the Drysdale 

Bypass Project as part of the State Government’s Head Start program.  

Member for Bellarine Lisa Neville, along with Minister for Roads infra-

structure, Jacinta Allan, today met Bellarine Secondary College Year 12 

student Shauna Bowen, who splits her time between the classroom and 

the construction site.   

 Shauna at the age of 17 is the youngest employees of con-

struction firm Decmil and has worked on the Drysdale Bypass project. She 

will be moving onto other projects once it is completed, as part of a Cer-

tificate III in Civil Construction.  

 The qualification has helped her build specialist skills in road 

and bridge construction and maintenance, pipe laying and traffic manage-

ment, which she has put into practice on site. 

The program enables students to learn while they earn – she has begun 

her apprenticeship with three days at school and two days on site each 

week, but will eventually attend school once a week and work for four 

days. 

 The State Government’s Head Start program began in 2019, 

with an investment of almost $50 million over four years. 

The flexible model allows students to spend more time doing paid, on-the

-job training while completing their VCE or VCAL at school – and will deliv-

er about 1700 apprenticeships and traineeships in more than 100 second-

ary schools in 10 locations across Victoria. 

 Shauna’s classmates are also contributing to the Drysdale 

Bypass, with Bellarine Secondary College students helping to choose 

words to be etched into the walls of the pedestrian underpass. 

The underpass will link the township of Drysdale with the education, arts 

and sporting precinct on Peninsula Drive – providing a welcome boost to 

safety for students entering the busy area. 

The Drysdale Bypass stretches 6km from Jetty Road to the north of Whit-

combes Road, and is the biggest road infrastructure project on the Bellar-

ine Peninsula. 

The $117 million Drysdale Bypass project was opened today. 

 

Quote attributable to Member for Bellarine Lisa Neville 

“Shauna is a great example of how the State Government is not 

only building major projects like the Drysdale Bypass, but in doing 

so also working closely with local students and their schools in 

giving them a great start to a future career.” 

 

“The Drysdale Bypass gives local roads back to local drivers, boosts 

safety and gets people where they need to go safer and sooner.” 

 

Quote attributable to Head Start apprentice Shauna Bowen 

“It’s been a great way to begin my career in civil construction and 

earn a wage as I finish secondary school, and I’m really excited 

about the years ahead.” 

Article on the right can be found on website for: 
Hon. Lisa Neville MP  

State Member for Bellarine 
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https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/
https://www.lisanevillemp.com.au/

