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Principals Report

T

he return to
being on campus for classes
has gone quite smoothly and I would like to
both acknowledge and
thank staff, parents, guardians and
students for the manner in which
this has been achieved.
It has been pleasing to see
how students have accepted the
responsibility of wearing face masks
and shown a sensibility to the wearing of masks at recess and
lunchtime where they need to exercise common sense, and that awareness to understand when to wear
the mask and when they can quite
appropriately take the brief mask
break to eat, drink and/or be active.
Importantly, classes have
quickly settled back into the business of teaching and learning.
Teachers are endeavouring to identify any gaps in essential learning
from remote and flexible learning
over the past six months and exploring ways in which to make up for
these gaps.
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Student attendance is as
important as ever. I ask parents/
guardians to ensure students are in
attendance every day. Research has
shown that every day counts.
As social restrictions continue to apply in our community,
and our schools, we have been required to make changes to our end
of year arrangements. We are very
conscious of the workload on staff
and students and have sought to

find the right balance with end of
year assessment, transition /
commencement programs and programs such as End of Year Activities.
We will communicate these changes
with parents/guardians and families
so that we have that common understanding.
Local excursions have returned and we are seeing some taking place which adds further engagement to student learning and,
of course, helps students to see very
clear links between their classroom
learning and our wider community.
Both of which help to deepen student learning.
With an easing of COVID-19
restrictions in regional Victoria, Interschool sport has also returned
and students have the opportunities
to participate in sport, albeit in a
limited somewhat reduced range. I
thank Ms Blacket, Ms Pollock and
College staff for supporting student
access to these sports.
The Later Years and Wellbeing Team have recently come
together to reflect on the disadvantage that has been experienced
by students studying VCE Units 3
and 4 in 2020. This consideration of
educational disadvantage will support teachers of these classes to
make the appropriate adjustments
to compensate for the disadvantage
brought about by the significant
disruptions as a result of COVID-19.
Class teachers are applying this consideration in arriving at what they
would expect students to have
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Principals Report cont...
achieved without such disruption. This will be communicated with VCAA and we trust the process thereafter will minimise the disadvantage experienced by
our students.
This week marks the final full week of Year 12 classes,
with the final day of classes for our Year 12 students
being Monday 2nd November. Thursday provides us
with the opportunity to celebrate Year 12 students
finishing with a Dress Up Day and lunchtime BBQ to
farewell them prior to the Farewell Assembly on Monday 2nd November and the Virtual Year 12 Valedictory
that evening.
It is a very different celebration of our Year
12 Class of 2020 and despite the necessary changes as
a result of COVID-19 restrictions it is important to recognise and acknowledge the class of 2020 and their
contribution to our College over the past six years.
Year 12 VET Music Performances and VCE
Indonesian students begin their assessments in the
coming days and I wish them the best in their practical
performances.
The end of year arrangements continue to
evolve in line with the Covid-19 restrictions. At present the College is planning to accommodate the normal Grade 6 Discovery Days in December, while also
making alternative arrangements if we are still unable
to bring the whole group of new students on site.
It is clearly still very challenging to manage
the restrictions placed on social gatherings or visitors
to the College but I thank our community for your
resilience, understanding and support.

Wayne Johannesen
College Principal

Click the Compass Icon
to log on to your portal.

Important Dates
Date

Event

October 2020
Wednesday 28th

College Council

Thursday 29th

Year 12 Dress Up Day and BBQ

November
College Wide Assembly—Held on Teams
Monday 2nd

Year 12 last day of classes
Valedictory Show at 7pm on Teams
(Year 12 Students Page)

Tuesday 10th

Year 12 English exam

Wednesday 11th

Year 12 exams begin

Friday 13th

Student Free Day—Professional Practice Day

Wednesday 25th
Friday 27th

Year 7 & 9 2021 Transition Evening
(more information to follow)

Final day Year 11 classes

Upcoming Excursions
Excursion

Group Involved

Consent/
Payment
Due

Friday 30th

Eco5 Modified
Program

Year 9 ECO5

Overdue

Friday 30th

Local Beaches

Year 9 LinC
Adopt a Beach

Overdue

Friday 6th, 20th &
27th

Eco5 Modified
Program

Year 9 ECO5

Overdue

Friday 6th & 20th

Local Beaches

Year 9 LinC
Adopt a Beach

Overdue

Wed 4th & Thurs
5th

Marine Science
Snorkel

Year 10 Marine
Science

Overdue

Monday 16th

Year 7 Sport
(Various)

Selected
Students

To be
advised

Wednesday 18th

Year 8 Sport
(Various)

Selected
Students

To be
advised

Friday 20th

Intermediate
Sport

Selected
Students

To be
advised

Date
October 2020

November 2020
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Drysdale Campus
Students return to onsite learning

Excursions

t has been fantastic to have all of our students resume
onsite learning and it has been fantastic to hear the positive feedback from staff, students and families around
this. For some it has been a big adjustment, transitioning
from remote learning back to onsite, where there is greater
routine, expectations around appropriate behaviours and
uniform!

Out students and staff have been very excited to have excursions
back in place for the term, especially those subjects where the
curriculum has been designed around practical activities. The Daily
Organisation Team have been approving as many excursions as
possible, most of which were postponed from pre-remote learning. Many of these excursions occur only within class time and do
not interrupt other classes.

I

Some students have returned with greater academic and wellbeing needs and we’re working hard to address these as effectively as possible.
All students and staff should be congratulated on
doing an excellent job of returning to onsite learning and
hitting the ground running.
Year 12’s
Our Year 12 students and teachers really have experienced a
year like no other. While everyone has faced challenges this
year, they have had their resilience tested time and time
again. It has been fabulous to see the students return onsite
with enthusiasm to engage in their final weeks of classes and
to see the extra effort that all of their teachers have gone to.

Year 10 & 11 Exams
With Year 12 Exams extended until the last week of November,
SLT has made the decision to not run a formal practice exam period for students in Year 10 & 11. This means that students will remain at school and it will be a class by class decision on whether or
not they run a practice exam during regular class time or use the
time to ensure the essential learning content of their class has
been covered.

Assistant Principals
Damian Marra & Luke Skewes

As a result of the current climate Tracey Fawcett
and the Later Years team have had to work extremely hard to
ensure that we can appropriately celebrate the year 12’s formal finish to their secondary schooling. On Thursday October
29, we will hold a dress up day for the Year 12 students,
where there will be a bbq and House photos. On Monday
November 2 we will hold a whole school assembly, virtually,
followed by the valedictory evening, which will also be held
online.
Commencement programs
As a result of the ever changing landscape we have pushed
our commencement programs back in the calendar. This
means that our 2021 Year 12 commencement program will
run for 5 days (previously 9) but will still allow all students to
have significant contact with their 2021 teachers before going on the summer break. Year 11’s will have a 2 day commencement program (previously 5).

Drysdale House Leaders 2020
Corio
Terri-Anne Finch
Yr 11 & 12

Lonsdale
Kristie Miles
Yr 11 & 12

Nepean
Vanessa Wedding
Yr 11 & 12

Swan
Jess Walsh
Yr 11 & 12

Maddie Chaplin
Yr 9 & 10

Laura Doran
Yr 9 & 10

Senem Shamsili
Yr 9 & 10

Mark Duncan
Yr 9 & 10
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Ocean Grove Campus

I

t has been fantastic to welcome Year 7 and Year 8
students back to the Ocean Grove campus after the
second period of remote learning. On Friday 16th October, the campus hosted a “Welcome back” event for students which consisted of a sausage sizzle and some live
music. We wanted to thank Wayne Johannesen for organising the event for the students, and to our student leaders
who helped out by cooking the sausage sizzle on the day.
Lunchtime Activities Program Term 4
House Leaders and Community Leaders are planning a
lunchtime activities program for students throughout Term
4. Activities will include a photography competition, House
netball, basketball, board games/ games in the library and
more. Students should check the student bulletin each day
for more details.
On Site Learning
We are now in week three of onsite learning for our junior
students. Teachers are progressing with delivering the essential learnings whilst also re-teaching some concepts that
were taught during remote learning in some classes. The
school term has only seven weeks remaining in order to
finalise assessments and provide students with feedback
on their learning.
Grade 6 into Year 7 2021
We are currently expecting 230 students to join us for Year
7 in 2021. Our Transition Leader, James Rollinson and Community Leaders are visiting our four largest partner schools
and are linking in virtually for the other smaller partner
schools. We are currently working on receiving data from
all of our partner schools for 2021. The extended transition

program for students requiring extra support will begin on
2nd November. We have 24 students coming to participate
in activities during and after school. Our second session is
the drumbeat session which students have enjoyed in the
past. Our discovery day will be on 8th December.

Year 8 into 9 Transition
Preparations are under way in the planning for ‘O Week’
which provides Year 8 students with an experience on the
Drysdale Campus that is designed to both familiarise themselves with the campus and prepare them for their studies
in 2021. The program, which is compulsory for all current
Year 8 students, is a 3 day program involving students participating in a range of their classes and beginning their
learning in these subjects. It is a great opportunity to develop new friendships and prepare for next year. There are also
a range of lunchtime activities over the course of the week
to ensure that this is an enjoyable, positive experience of
the Drysdale Campus.
The transition of Year 8 into 9 students will also be
supported in a number of other ways with the Drysdale
House Leaders visiting Year 8 students on the Ocean Grove
Campus to meet with them, explain the expectations and
processes on the Drysdale Campus as well as begin the process of building a relationship with students in their House.
The Drysdale House Leaders will be meeting with the Ocean
Grove House Leaders where they will learn about the students in their House so that they can be fully informed and
able to support these students.

Assistant Principals
Pierre Grzybek & sarah Foley

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020
Corio

Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Bob Marmion
Yr 7 & 8

Partick Mcintosh
Yr 7 & 8

Justin Chrisostomo
Yr 7 & 8

Kelly Clitheroe
Yr 7 & 8
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Corio Mufti Day Tuesday 20th October

T

hankyou to everyone across the school for their participation, involvement and organisation of the final Mufti
Day of the year.

It was nice to be able to celebrate something positive
after the challenging year we have had! It was great to again hear
some music in the court yard and a big thanks to Erica Crawford,
Mila Amey, Ginger-Lily Amey and Lilly Copperwaite (and music
crew) for their performance, and also Josh Harrison for entertaining everyone while they chowed down on BBQ sausages and vegie burgers.
Big thanks to all of the College Captains, House Captains and other students for setting up and cooking the BBQ, and
also to Mrs Chaplin for coordinating this and the clean up effort
afterwards. The BBQ is always a popular part of our Mufti days.
We have decided the money raised from this will be
donated to our fantastic Wellbeing Team within the school as we
know they have been a fantastic support to everyone throughout
the year and hope the funds can be put to good use. The Mindfulness Canvas’s with student hand prints and positive messages
was also a great success, particularly the Year 12 creation, and a
massive thankyou to Jesse Marles, Laura Knight, Jackson Wright,
Jethro Arkle, Sophie Arkle, Tori Petersen and Jasmin Redmond for
setting up and coordinating this activity, and cleaning up afterwards. We look forward to seeing these displayed around the
school in the future.
And finally – these days don’t come together as well as
they do without the amazing work and organisation of Ms
Shamsili who ensures everything runs like clockwork – so a BIG
BIG thankyou to Shams for her support and help in the lead up to
the day. We hope that everyone enjoys the remainder of the
school year, and particularly want to give a big shout out to all of
the Year 12 students and wish them the very best in their final
weeks of school!!!

Mrs Finch
Corio House Leader
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Parent Opinion Survey 2020
Your family is invited to participate in the 2020 Parent Opinion Survey.
Each year the school conducts an opinion survey amongst a sample of the school community. This year, all parents are invited to
participate. Results will be used to inform and direct our future school planning and improvement.
Please take the time to complete the survey as your opinions are important to us and will contribute to the future management
and organisation of our school. If you have a student on both campuses you will be asked to complete a survey for each campus
with a different pin. As this gives valuable data we would appreciate you completing both.
The survey will be conducted online and should take up to 20 minutes to complete.


The survey can be completed on any internet enabled device (iPad, Desktop or Laptop, Smartphone) and is compatible with
most browsers.



The survey is now open and closes on Friday 13 November 2020.



The survey is available in English and 10 other languages.

Please be assured that your responses are completely confidential. The survey is conducted anonymously, and it is important to us
that you complete the survey as honestly as possible.
Please follow the instructions below to complete the survey. NOTE: Only one parent from your family is invited to complete the
survey.
To complete the survey, simply:
Click on the link below, or copy and paste the text into your browser. This link will take you directly to the survey.
https://www.orima.com.au/parent
Select the School and Campus name below and enter pin.
School Name: Bellarine Secondary College
Campus Name: ……………………..
Pin: ……………………
When complete, please click on the tick button at the end of the survey to submit your answers. Please note that the survey will
time out after 60 minutes of inactivity.
Thank you for taking the time to participate, your assistance is greatly appreciated.
Questions?
For specific technical or participation-related queries, you may contact the Department or the supplier administering the survey,
ORIMA Research.
* Should you have any technical queries regarding the Parent Opinion Survey, please do not hesitate to contact ORIMA Research
on 1800 654 585 (toll free), or by email: pos@orima.com
Should you have any participation or survey-related queries, please contact the School 5251 9000 or the Department by
email: parentopinion.survey@education.vic.gov.au.

Thank you
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Community Flyers

Student Absences
All student absences must be reported to the College
on the day of absence!
24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days a
week)
Compass Parent Portal
(log-in details required)
Administration Office - 5251 9000
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)
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