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Principals Report

E

very four years, schools
across Victoria engage in a
formal school review to
reflect on our performance, our
successes and opportunities for continuous improvement. The College
has recently been evaluating a variety of data sets to clearly identify
our achievements since the last College Review in 2016.
Parents and carers are invited to participate in a Parent Forum on Wednesday 25th November
in what will be the first of a number
of opportunities for you to have a
voice in recognising the highlights of
the past four years and of the ways
in which the College can continue to
grow. The Parent Forum will be conducted at the Ocean Grove campus
from 6pm and it would be fabulous
to see as many parents/carers as
possible come along and contribute
to this discussion.
The year is closing quickly
and students are presently engaging
in common summative assessment
tasks aimed at gauging the extent of
each student’s learning.
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These tasks are designed to
provide all students the opportunity
to be both successful and challenged. I encourage parents and
carers to discuss
the assessment
with their children and support them to
approach these
tasks with a pos-

Continued on next page...

itive commitment to performing at
their best.

Inside this Issue

Year 11 VCE students have completed a review of the essential learning
from Units 1&2 before beginning
their Year 12 Commencement Program. VCAL students have completed Structured Workplace Learning
and have no doubt enjoyed their
experience learning in our community. This is an exciting time for our
new senior students as they transition into their final year of learning
at the College and I encourage them
to begin as they intend to continue.

Important Dates

Student Leadership positions were recently elected and it
gives me great pleasure to announce the following leaders for
2021:

Principal’s Report

Drysdale Campus
Ocean Grove Campus
Attendance Information
Community News

24 Hour
Absence Line

5251 9010
All student absences must
be reported to the College
the day of absence.
Absences can also be
updated via Compass
Parent Portal

College Captains
Rebecca Smith, Olivia Gourlay,
Samantha Hayes, Aidan Meyer
Corio Captains
Emily Weston
Harry Mullen
Lonsdale Captains
Hannah Brooke,
Savannah Boothroyd

‘Like’ us on
Facebook
College Principal
Wayne Johannesen

Nepean Captains
Hannah Thompson
Maniah Onekawa

Assistant Principals—Drysdale
Luke Swekes & Damian Marra
Assistant Principals—Ocean
Grove
Pierre Grzybek & Sarah Foley

Swan Captains
Zoe Goonan
Ashleigh Hogan

Respect | Resilience | Responsibility

1

Bellarine Secondary College

ISSUE 18 | 23RD NOVEMBER 2020

Principals Report cont...

Important Dates
Date

Event

November 2020
Monday 23rd

Year 12 2021 VCE & VCAL Commencement

Wednesday 25th

Parent Forum—6pm at Ocean Grove Campus

December 2020
Wednesday 2nd

Year 11 2021 Course Sign Off—Year 10 Student
Free Day

I congratulate these students and look forward to
your leadership and our journey together in 2021 as
we continue to make our school even greater.

Wednesday 2nd

Year 12 Farewell Evening—Celebrate End of Exams From 6.00pm-7.00pm at Drysdale Campus

Thursday 3rd—
Friday 4th

Year 11 2021 Early Commencement (Current
Year 10’s)

I also want to recognise the other applicants
for these positions. It is always a risk to put your hand
up for leadership, particularly when others are passing
judgement on us – but can I say the very act of nominating for leadership and exposing yourself to the
process of selection is itself an act of leadership and I
congratulate those among us who did nominate. You
may not have the title but you too are leaders and I
equally look forward to your contribution in 2021.

Tuesday 8th

Year 10 2021 Course Sign Off—Year 9 Student
Free Day

Tuesday 8th

Remote Learning—Year 7 Only

Tuesday 8th

Grade 6 Discovery Day at Ocean Grove Campus

Tuesday 8th—
Thursday 10th

Year 8—9 2021 Transition Days at Drysdale Campus

Wednesday 9th

Final College Council Meeting—6.30pm

Wednesday 10th

Production Performance—7pm—details to follow

This years ‘end of year’ arrangements are
quite different to recent years as a result of the social
restrictions that are currently in place. Please note the
details pertaining to each year level on the Important
Dates to the right.

Monday 14th—
Wednesday 16th

End of Year Activities—Years 7, 8 & 9
(more information to follow)
Last Day of Term 4—2.20pm Finish

Wednesday 16th

Awards Night—Virtual on Teams—
(more information to follow)

Upcoming Excursions

Wayne Johannesen
College Principal

Date

Student Absences
All student absences must be reported to the College on the
day of absence!
24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days a week)
Compass Parent Portal
(log-in details required)
Administration Office - 5251 9000
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)

Click the Compass Icon
to log on to your portal.

Excursion

Group Involved

Consent/
Payment
Due

Eco5 Modified
Program

Year 9 ECO5

Overdue

Year 12 VCAL
Commencement
Excursions

Year 11 VCAL
(11V & 11X)

23/11/2020

November 2020
Friday 27th
Tuesday 24th
Thursday 26th
December 2020
Thursday 3rd
Friday 4th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th

The Gordon
Experience Tours
Grease
Production
Rehearsal
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9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9F
9G, 9H, 9I, 9J, 9K
Selected
Students

26/11/2020

N/A
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Drysdale Campus
Year 9 students to the Drysdale Campus for a 3 day orientation
program from Tuesday December 8th to Thursday 10th December.

Exams
At the time of writing this report the Year 12’s are
still in the midst of completing their exams. Pleasingly, students have generally reported that they have found the exams challenging but have felt that they have been well prepared for them. We now wait for their results to come later
in the school year and trust that each student is rewarded for
their efforts across what has been a difficult year.
Year 11 students have also completed their English
exam on Thursday 12th November. This was an important
rehearsal, as it is a valuable opportunity to practise at sharing
their understanding of key knowledge in exam type conditions.
Year 10 students will also complete exams this
week, beginning with their Math exam today and English exam tomorrow. These exams will also be structured in a way
that students will receive very explicit instructions to help
them develop good exam techniques, while also building
their confidence in this context. Other subject areas will complete key assessments during regular class time across the
week.

Commencement Programs
The Year 12 Commencement Program has begun today and
will continue until Friday 27th November. This is a valuable
opportunity for students in VCE and VCAL, who will leave for
the holidays with specific learning tasks to be completed over
the summer break, and will ensure that learning begins at a
canter at the beginning of the 2021 school year.
The Year 11 Commencement Program will be held
on Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th December for 2021 Year 11
VCE and VCAL Students. This will provide each student with
exposure to their subjects for 2021 and also allow them to
leave for the summer break with learning activities to be
completed before the resumption of the school year in 2021.
This will also allow classes to quickly gather momentum at
the beginning of Term 1, which is vitally important given the
interruptions that often occur at the beginning of the school
year with sports carnivals, other excursions and public holidays.
We also look forward to welcoming next year’s

The Gordon Experience Tours
Due to The Gordon being unable to deliver the regular Geelong
Tertiary Futures Program, an alternative has been arranged in the
form of a one day tour of The Gordon’s East Geelong and City
Campuses. Students will have an opportunity to preview the
courses and facilities through a guided tour. 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D and 9F
will be attending on Thursday 3rd December and 9G, 9H, 9I, 9J, and
9K will be attending on Friday 4th December. Please return the
permission forms to the General office before Thursday 26th November.

Immunisation Cards
We have been handing out Immunisation
Cards to our current Year 9 students in readiness for the Year 10 Meningococcal ACWY
Vaccinations occurring early in 2021. We ask
that you fill these in and return them to the
General Office before classes finish for 2020.
*Please be aware that we do require all cards to be returned, whether your child is receiving the vaccination at school or
not. There is a section on the card to indicate whether you do or
do not give consent.

Drysdale House Leaders 2020
Corio
Terri-Anne Finch
Yr 11 & 12

Lonsdale
Kristie Miles
Yr 11 & 12

Nepean
Vanessa Wedding
Yr 11 & 12

Swan
Jess Walsh
Yr 11 & 12

Maddie Chaplin
Yr 9 & 10

Laura Doran
Yr 9 & 10

Senem Shamsili
Yr 9 & 10

Mark Duncan
Yr 9 & 10
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Ocean Grove Campus
Term Four Mufti Day
The Ocean Grove Student Government recently submitted a
request to hold a Mufti Day across the College during Term 4.
In their proposal, the team outlined the difficult year that
students have endured, and their want to celebrate everyone’s resilience by having a day where students can attend
school in casual clothes and have a sausage sizzle.
In a normal year, each House would hold one Mufti
Day and the money raised would be donated to a nominated
charity. This term, the Student Government plans to split the
money raised between the three charities that have missed
out on donations thus far, due to remote learning.
This year has been particularly difficult, and we
wanted to acknowledge and commend the student leaders
for their initiative in organising this event for the college.

Uniform reminder
All students should be attending school each day being
“ready to learn”, which includes being in full
school uniform. A reminder that blue leggings are not part of the College uniform,
and that branded tracksuit pants are also
not permitted. Students are required to
wear navy blue tracksuits pants, that are
either plain, or have the college logo.

Grade 6—Year 7 Transition
On December the 8th the College will be
welcoming 230 new students to our campus and school community. Students will
undertake a Discovery Day with a sample
of classes which will aid their transition to
our college.

Lunchtime Activities
I would like to thank the staff who have delivered lunchtime activities. A focus of the college for Term 4 has been to include more
activities for students during lunchtimes. These have included table tennis, netball, basketball dodgeball and card games in the
library. These have been a huge success and we will continue to
grow this for 2021. Below are a few pictures
of our Lego Challenge
which was run in the
library.

Ocean Grove House Leaders 2020
Corio

Lonsdale

Nepean

Swan

Bob Marmion
Yr 7 & 8

Partick Mcintosh
Yr 7 & 8

Justin Chrisostomo
Yr 7 & 8

Kelly Clitheroe
Yr 7 & 8
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Attendance Information

Every Day Counts
Secondary School Attendance
Going to school every day is the single most
Important part of your teenager’s education.
Students learn new things at school every day – missing school
puts them behind.

School is better when your teenager is there

Why it’s important...
We all want our students to get a great education and the
building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to school each and every day.
Students develop good habits by going to school every day –
habits that are necessary to succeed after school, whether in
the workplace or in further study.
Missing school can have a big impact on students academically
and socially. It can affect their test results, including VCE &
VCAL and, just as importantly, it can affect their relationships
with other students and lead to social isolation.
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a
student misses puts them behind and can affect their educational outcomes.
Each missed day is associated with falling behind in subject topics and assessment tasks, and lead to few subject choices and
may impact on achievement in years 11 and 12 and post-school
pathways.

Getting in early...
It’s never too late to improve attendance. Even in the middle
years, when school can seem the most challenging for students
and when attendance rates can be at their lowest, going to
school more often can make a big difference. Every day counts.
We are there to help – if you’re having attendance issues with
your child, speak to their House Leader about ways to address
those issues.

In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people aged 6 – 17 years

Student Absences...
The main reasons for absence are:
Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss
school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away
on the days they are genuinely sick - setting good sleep
patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big
difference.
Family Holidays – It’s vital that holidays are planned during
school holidays where possible and not during the Term. If you
are planning to go on holiday during Term time, make sure that
you talk to the school in advance and work together to develop
an Absence Learning Plan.
“Day-off” – Think twice before letting your teenager have a
“day-off” as they could fall behind their classmates – every day
counts.
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school
without their Parent/Guardian’s permission, or skip out of
school during the day. There can be many reasons for truancy;
the best way to address this if for school and families to work
together.
School refusal – School refusing students experience significant
emotional distress not only when going to school but also at the
thought of going to school; they may be absent from school for
weeks or even months at a time. School refusal differs from
truancy as students generally stay home with the knowledge of
the Parents/Guardians and despite their best efforts to encourage their student to go to school.
If your child is refusing to come to school, please ensure you
speak to their House Leader to ensure the right supports are
put in place as soon as possible.
Being away from school for 1 day a fortnight equals missing
1.5 years over 13 years of school.
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Community News
With the weather warming up it’s a good time to remember
the SunSmart recommendations:
1.Seek Shade
2.Slip on sun protective clothing
3.Slap on a BSC School hat
4.Slop on sunscreen
5.Slide on sunglasses [if practical]

Make sure students are bringing their own drink bottle
and fill these up at the Bubble taps.

Garden & Grounds Report

established on Ocean Grove campus. Another call of gratitude goes to the Bellarine Nursery for their generous donation of an assortment of native plants, which will soon make
our school abundantly greener. A special thank you to Fiona
Love for working with the Ecolads to create a mud-map for
planting. We greatly appreciate your wise advice and your
ongoing commitment to this project. We look forward to
working with you for many years to come. This dream, of
giving back to the planet, would not be possible without your
support. Thanks again!
Ecolads :)

There has been a lot happening in our Gardens at both Campuses this year.
At Drysdale we’ve planted a lot
of new low maintenance, water-wise native seedlings, grass trees, banksia’s as
well as purple fan flowers that are native
to the Bellarine. These will help to brighten up some of the bare areas of the
grounds. Students have been making
beautiful signs for around the gardens to
encourage people to take care of our gardens by not traipsing
through them.
Over at Ocean Grove the Year 8 EcoLads have been very busy upgrading their gardens. Read the article below to find out more
about what they’ve been up to...
On behalf of the Bellarine Secondary
College community we would like to say a
huge thank you to Wallington Rural and Garden - WRG, for their generous donation of 30
cubic metres of mulch (that’s a lot!) that will
be used for the new Year 8 garden bed being
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Community News
CBCA Book Week 2020 – Curious Creatures, Wild Minds

Peninsula Road Traffic Update

The theme of Book Week for 2020 was Curious Creatures, Wild
Minds. To celebrate we decided to run a competition from Year 7-12
for students to design their own Curious Creature. We were thrilled
with the amazing calibre of entries that we received, and are proud
to announce the winners and honourable mentions below.

You may have noticed recently the City of Greater Geelong have updated some of the line markings and road
signs along Peninsula Drive to help traffic flow more
freely, especially during peak times.

Winners
Lily Pankhurst

Some of these changes include: Solid yellow edge lines,
Yellow ‘No Stopping’ symbols pained on the road, marking of individual parallel parking bays.

Hamish Rainnie

To help ease this congestion further, see some options
below to consider:

Miranda Dai



Never block a traffic lane. If you can’t enter a school
car park you must keep driving. Either:
 Find a designated parking bay along Peninsula Dr.

Honourable Mentions Zoe Hildebrandt
Nina Pascoe
Mia Forti
Michaela Whitehouse
Alisa Macdonald
Piper Kelas
Lochie Benfield

Alice Willmont

 Go to the end of Peninsula Dr, turn
around, go back to the Grubb Rd roundabout and re-enter Peninsula Dr. This only
takes a few minutes.

Caitlen Wolfenden
Anthony Maillia



Consider alternative drop-off/pick-up arrangements,
even if it is only one day each week. Children may walk/
ride to and from these locations:

Katie Sykes
Sarah Porter

 McKiernan St (previously Andersons Rd).

Katrina Pizzey

Lachlan Angel

 Reserve Rd.
 Drysdale Railway Station.
COGG will also be moving the flagged Children Crossing
from McKiernan St to Reserve Rd, now that there is a zebra crossing on McKiernan St. Hopefully this will make it
easier for the students who walk and ride to school.

Hamish Rainnie

Miranda Dai

Lily Pankhurst
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