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Year Level Leader of Learning Corio Lonsdale Nepean Swan 
Junior 
7 & 8 

Kane Dougherty Bob Marmion Leasa Saffin Justin Crisostomo Kelly Clitheroe 

Middle 
9 & 10 

Andrew Grimshaw Mel Di Niro Patrick McIntosh Louise Campbell Barry Davies 

Senior 
11 & 12 

Vanessa Wedding Terri-Anne Finch Kristie Miles Sue Blacket James Rollinson 

College Council 

The recent Annual General Meeting 

of College Council farewelled those 

that have ended their term on 

Council and welcomed new Council 

members. 

I note the contribution of Dawn 

Scoltock (President), Gayle Bayliss 

(Vice-President) Ricky Mills, Denise 

Kadenbach and Rebecca Franken 

who each ended their term on 

Council as Parent Representatives 

and Chloe Thompson as the elected 

Student Representative. Each has 

made a fabulous contribution to our 

College and I thank them on behalf 

of our community for their commit-

ment to supporting us to provide 

for our students. Their efforts have 

been much appreciated and highly 

valued. 

The following were welcomed as 

new members of Council and I look 

forward to working alongside each 

to support our College to find fur-

ther improvement: 

Parent Representatives:  

Stephen Baker, Miquel Trujillo Coll, 

Tony Mackenzie, Sally Edgerton 

Student Representative:  

Odi Evans 

Marc Veenstra continues as Parent 

Representative and Anastasia Bick-

ley as Student Representative on 

Council. Gayle Bayliss and Rebecca 

Franken join Council now as co-

opted Community members. 

Sally Edgerton was elected as the 

new College Council President and 

Miquel Trujillo Coll elected as the 

Vice-President of College Council for 

the next twelve months. 

I thank Sally and Miquel for ac-

cepting these significant roles and 

am excited about what the College 

Council can achieve together. 

End of term 1 

As we approach the end of Term 

students have completed summa-

tive assessment that seeks to meas-

ure their learning over the course of 

the term. In most cases this assess-

ment has informed the End of Term 

Reports that Assessment is a critical 

component of teaching and learning 

as it provides feedback on the learn-

ing progress and achievement. 

Teachers reflect 

via short forma-

tive assessment 

tasks as they 

teach a unit of 

work and use 

these short tasks 

https://www.facebook.com/BellarineSecondaryCollege
http://www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au
intagram.com/bellarine_sc
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Upcoming Excursions 

Date Excursion Group Involved 

Consent/

Payment 

Due 

April 2021 

Various Dates 

during April/

May 

Future Bricks at 

Geelong Tech 

School 

Year 8 Students 31/03/21 

Tuesday 27th 
RONE at Geelong 

Gallery 

Unit 1&2 Visual 

Communication 
31/03/21 

Tuesday 27th 
Endangered Spe-

cies Conservation 

Unit 3&4 Environ-

mental Science 
19/04/21 

Thursday 29th Fan Girls Year 9 Drama 22/04/21 

Friday 30th 
Jekyll & Hyde 

Playlist Show 
VCE Drama Overdue 

Principals Report cont... 

to adjust their teaching or even re-teach where there is 

a need. 

3 Way Conferences 

Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences on Wednesday 

31st and Thursday 1st April will provide a very valuable 

opportunity for the partnership between parents, stu-

dents and teachers to be further strengthened as we 

look to support students to be successful at their point 

of need in order for them to achieve their full potential. 

Please note that the parking issues we are experiencing 

at the Drysdale Campus has caused us to reimagine 

these Conferences which will again largely be virtual. 

Parents/carers will have received notice via Compass of 

the steps to take to make a time to meet with your 

child’s teachers. 

Uniform 

The wearing of College uniform continues to be a con-

cern at some times, for some students, particularly at 

Years 9-12 on the Drysdale campus.  

I am particularly concerned by the low cut boots that 

some girls are wearing, as opposed to the school shoes 

that are the correct footwear. Such boots are not part of 

the College uniform and should not be worn. 

I ask parents and carers to ensure your student is in full 

school uniform. The term break provides a great oppor-

tunity to check your child’s uniform to ensure they have 

the items required. Please note that College has the 

capacity to support families that are not able to provide 

their student with particular uniform items and I en-

courage you to contact your child’s House Leader if we 

can be of support. 

Whole School Professional Learning 

College staff engaged in further learning alongside 

Janelle Wills (Marzano Institute) on Tuesday 16th March 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

March 2021 

Tuesday 30th Year 7 & 8 Immunisations 

Wednesday 31st 

Last Day Term 1—3.10pm finish 

3-Way Conferences from 4pm—7pm  (Online via 

Microsoft Teams) 

April 2021 

Thursday 1st 

Student Free Day 

3-Way Conferences from 9am—1pm (Online via Mi-

crosoft Teams) 

Monday 19th Term 2 commences 

Monday 19th Dental Van visit at Ocean Grove Campus  

Tuesday 20th Whole School Athletics Carnival—Landy Field 

Wednesday 21st Year 7 & 9 Practice NAPLAN Test—Period 1 

Click the Compass Icon 

to log on to your portal.  

https://bellarinesc-vic.compass.education/
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in order to continue to develop instructional practice at 

the College. The focus was on further enhancing the Bel-

larine Classroom Model by focusing on the high impact 

teaching strategies that can be consciously used by class-

room teachers, and classroom support staff, to enhance 

student engagement and learning. This learning focussed 

on the New Art and Science of Teaching (Marzano) which 

is the foundation of the College’s instructional practice. 

Importantly, the learning focussed on building teacher 

capacity to consciously employ learning activities that 

enhance metacognition and deep learning through col-

laborative learning activities and shared a host of very 

practical activities aimed to enhance student engage-

ment and achievement. 

Capital Works Project – Later Years Centre 

The Later Years Building project continues to progress 

with the concrete slab being laid in the final week of 

term. This will then result some very visible progress as 

construction continues over the remainder of the year. 

Thankfully much of the work has occurred with minimal 

disruption to the Drysdale Campus with this disruption 

largely limited to the access we have had to the back of 

the campus.  The project is expected to be completed 

and ready for our senior students in January, 2022 which 

will be a fabulous way to begin the new school year! 

Traffic congestion at the start, and end, of the day. 

Parents and carers will no doubt be aware of the conges-

tion on Peninsula Drive when dropping off students and 

collecting them at the end of the day. The congestion 

along Peninsula Drive is significant and poses a risk to 

road users as well as pedestrians. I encourage parents to 

be very conscious of the potential risk and ensure that 

driving speed reflects the conditions, and limited at most 

to the 40km school precinct speed limit. The College is in 

Capital Works Project—Later Years Centre—Artist Impressions 
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discussions with neighbouring schools and CoGG in order to explore 

ways in which the congestion and associated risk can be reduced. In 

the meantime, I ask parents to please avoid parking in non parking 

zones and please use the school drop off zone which is at the end of 

Peninsula Drive, beyond the entrance to the campus. I invite par-

ents to also consider dropping students off on Anderson Street 

which will help reduce traffic congestion and leave students with a 

short walk to school.  

Greener Government Schools Buildings Program 

 
The College has been selected to participate in the Greener Govern-

ment School Buildings (GGSB) program 2020-21 round of works. 

This equates to the installation of over $100,000 of solar panels on 

the Drysdale campus which will have a significant impact on our use 

of electricity, costs and carbon footprint. This is an exciting initiative 

which the school welcomes. 

Wayne Johannesen 

College Principal 

Photos above: Later Years Centre worksite 
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Attendance Information 

Punctuality to Class 

We would like to emphasise the importance of students arriving to all 
classes on time and ready to learn.  

The start of each class is very important. At the beginning of the lesson 
the class teacher is generally reminding students of past learning, mak-
ing important connections between past learning and new learning and/
or explaining the important elements of new learning.   It is important 
that your student is present for these explanations. 

When students are late, they miss this invaluable start-up activity. 

If, however, your student is late due to an appointment etc, please en-
sure you notify the school.  You can do this by calling the absence line 
on 5251 9010, or logging absence onto Compass, or providing a note 
with your student.  All students arriving late must sign-in at the Admin-
istration Office before going to class.  

Thank you for your support in this matter. 
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Acknowledging Positive Behaviours 

As a part of our work related to the School Wide Positive 

Behaviour initiative, students are being acknowledged by 

school staff for displaying positive behaviours related to our 

values of Respect, Resilience and Responsibility. 

When this happens, staff add a ‘Positive Behaviour Recogni-

tion’ post to a student’s Compass page and, at the Ocean 

Grove campus a Positive Recognition Slip that that is passed 

on to the House Leader.  

Since the beginning of the year, over 2000 Positive Behav-

iour Recognitions have been recorded on Compass. This is 

truly a great reflection of the wonderful attitude and effort 

of students who attend the College! Well done to all of 

those students who have received this recognition in Term 

One. Your wonderful contribution to our school community 

has not gone unnoticed! 

Periodically, these recognitions are tallied up, and students 

with five or more in a given time period receive a House 

Leaders Award, which is a 5 dollar canteen voucher. 

Congratulations to the students who were recipients of the 

House Leader Awards through Term One. 

We look forward to acknowledging more students at our 

end-of-term celebrations.  

Harmony Day 

This year, HARMONY DAY was celebrated on Sunday 21st 

March 21 and HARMONY WEEK rans from Monday 15th 

March until Sunday 21st March.  

Harmony Day is a time to celebrate Australian multicultur-

alism, and the successful integration of migrants into our 

community. Australia is one of the most successful multi-

cultural countries in the world and we should celebrate this 

and work to maintain it. 

The message of Harmony Week is everyone belongs. 

Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and belong-

ing for all Australians, regardless of cultural or linguistics 

backgrounds. 

At Bellarine Secondary College, we have students from a range 

of different cultural backgrounds, including students that were 

born in Singapore, United Kingdom, New Zealand, Canada, USA, 

England, Greece, South Africa, China, Philippines, Thailand, Ken-

ya, Wales, Ireland, Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Croatia, Serbia, Spain 

and Turkey. 

To celebrate Harmony Day the Wellbeing Team joined forces 

with the student leaders to celebrate on Thursday 18th March. 

On this day, we had a Mufti Day across the college, with a sau-

sage sizzle on both campuses, live entertainment from our tal-

ented Music students, and additional lunchtime activities on 

both campuses. Year 7 – 10 students also enjoyed a presenta-

tion from a special guest speaker Saira Shah. Saira is a former 

student at the College and she spoke to the students about her 

experiences of being an Afghani refugee, after her family came 

to Australia when she was in late Primary School. Please see 

more about Saira on the next page. 

I would like to thank the following staff for their hard work and 

preparation in the lead up to the day: 

Nicole Wirth and Merryl Arnold from the Wellbeing Team for 

organising Saira to speak to the students, and providing class-

room teachers with additional resources about the importance 

of the day 

Dave Mitri, Ayesha French and Chani Hawksworth for sup-

porting the Corio House Student Leaders to organise the 

lunchtime activities and entertainment, and promote the cele-

bration in the lead-up 

Steve Mcewan and Sarah Carrol from the fabulous Music Team 

for organising the live entertainment at the Drysdale Campus 

I would also like to thank the Corio House Leaders for their hard 

work and efforts. 

Report by Sarah Foley 
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National Day of Action 

Against Bullying –  

Guest Speaker from 

headspace 

This year, the NATIONAL DAY 

OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING 

AND VIOLENCE held on Friday 

19th March. 

The National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence is 

Australia's key bullying prevention event for schools. 

The theme for 2021 is 'Take Action Together.' The aim is to 

elevate student voice and empower young Australians to join 

the national conversation.  Students are at the heart of the 

NDA and are a big part of the solution to prevent bullying. 

To promote this day and the importance message that it 

sends, the Wellbeing Team organised a guest speaker to work 

with the Year 7 – Year 9 cohort on Monday 22nd March, Tues-

day 23rd March and Wednesday 24th March. Simon McIntyre 

is a Mental Health Education Program Consultant from Head-

space.  Simon ran an interactive session that covered im-

portant topics such as understanding mental health and well-

being, finding spaces and activities to help you stand strong, 

and explore who you can talk to and seek support from. 

I’d like to thank Merryl Arnold from the Wellbeing Team for 

organising Simon to speak to the students, and all of the 

teaching staff who supported this initiative by their classes to 

the workshop.  

Report by Sarah Foley 

 

We were very fortunate to have a guest speaker Saira Shah who 

volunteered her time to speak to our Year 7 to 10 cohort on the 

18th March 2021 to support Harmony Week.  

Saira shared hers and her families story of coming to Australia 

as a refugee when she was 8 years of age from Afghanistan. Her 

remarkable story of her struggles coming to a new country, non 

English speaking and amalgamating into an unknown environ-

ment, overcoming these struggles/barriers was truly inspira-

tional.  

Saira  graduated from Bellarine Secondary College in 2012 so 

we were extremely grateful she was able to return and share 

her story and a clear message to our school community about 

her experiences of racism whilst promoting the very important 

message of not being a bystander, to be inclusive, understand-

ing of cultural differences and embrace and support all mem-

bers of the community.  

Saira is now studying primary school teaching, is an English Tu-

tor and working two other jobs.  Her story was very inspiration-

al to the students and staff and I would encourage you to ask 

your child about the presentation.  

Thank you Saira  

Report by Nicole Wirth 
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Miss Brown’s Yr 11 VCAL class 
would like to welcome 4 very spe-
cial members of the team for 
2021: Dicko, Dandy, Imogen and 
Bree. 

All four ponies are an integral part 
of the program running in this 
class and enable students to prac-
tice their personal, work related 
and mindfulness training in a 
hands on environment. It has 
been a joy to see the students 
quickly bond with our new team 
members and their eagerness to 

participate in practical lessons. The theme of the project is animal 
welfare and many of the students own pets have made guest ap-
pearances in the recent remote learning days. There has also been 
much research into the health and mental health benefits of work-
ing with horses in this way and our four team members are as-
sisting class members to develop new skills, confidence and resili-
ence. 

We would like to thank the many kind and generous people that 
have supported the development of this program in so many 
different ways. The community have been very generous in lend-
ing or donating a range of items to us.  

All four ponies came to us after being surrendered to the Mel-
bourne Equine Rescue Centre. After hearing of this program they 
were delighted to assist us with the sourcing of our four legged 
team members. Thanks to John Randall, Sharlene Bell and Brittany 
Bell for all that you have done and assisted with including lending 
the ponies to the VCAL students and clocking up some miles col-
lecting them for us. 

Our thanks also to Murray Long and Vala Kerrigan for their assis-
tance in setting up the fencing needed and to Corrina George for 
lending us the fencing equipment. Thankyou 
also to Leanne Hearn and Lynsey Roos for the 
headcollars, brushes and other equipment. 

 

 

VCAL Excursions 

Photos Above: Year 12 VCAL Excursion to Victoria Market in 

Melbourne working out their budget and looking for 

OH&S examples for their work related skills and numer-

acy units. 
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Student Absences 
All student absences must be reported to the College on 

the day of absence! 
24 Hour Absence Line - 5251 9010 
(available to leave a message 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week) 
Compass Parent Portal  
(log-in details required) 
Administration Office - 5251 9000 
(8:30 am – 4:00 pm Mon – Fri)           

International Women’s Day Breakfast  

On March 8th, people around 

the world come together to 

celebrate International 

Women’s Day, a day to com-

memorate the achievements 

of women.  

 

Ms Van Zyl, Ms Bury and Ms 

French accompanied the 

Student Government representatives and female VCAL stu-

dents to the International Women’s Day Breakfast in Geelong. 

There were multiple speakers on the day, including Brisbane 

author Michaela Daphne. The breakfast was a wonderful oc-

casion to network with other students, and discuss the cur-

rent issues surrounding gender inequality.  

 
Report by Olivia Gourlay 

NEW ROUTE & TIMETABLE FROM 22 MARCH: for D2 
Bus Travellers 

Portarlington & St Leonards to Bellarine SC - D2 

Departs Opposite Dylene Caravan Park 7.49am 

The Esplanade & Grassy Point Rd 7.57am 

Opposite St Leonards Hotel 8.09am 

Leviens Rd facing Bluff Rd 8.12am 

Spinnaker Dr & Mainsail Dr 8.14am 

Murradoc and Leviens Rds 8.19am 

Drysdale Shops Inbound 8.33am 

Arrives Bellarine Secondary College Drysdale 8.40am  

https://www.vinniesnils.org.au/
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Bellarine in the Spotlight 
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Community Noticeboard 

to Year 11 Student 

Carly Robertson for getting into the next 

heat of Class Clowns and for being awarded 

the Melbourne Theatre Company student am-

bassador for 2021. 


