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Senior 
11 & 12 

Vanessa Wedding Terri-Anne Finch Kristie Miles Sue Blacket James Rollinson 

R 
emote and Flexible Learn-

ing 

As I write this we have 

returned to another period of re-

mote and flexible learning. I suspect, 

unfortunately, that it will not be our 

last as we wait for vaccination rates 

to increase in order for the commu-

nity to be safe and for us to return 

to relative normality. 

I appreciate that it is becoming 

harder to engage students online as 

the novelty of this way of interacting 

wears off. We are certainly seeing 

student attendance drop online and 

this worries us enormously as we try 

and sustain the continuity of stu-

dent learning. 

Clearly it is a balancing act as we try 

and maintain student learning but 

accept that students are finding it 

increasingly challenging to remain 

motivated and engaged online. 

In saying this, our priority must be 

on student wellbeing. Please do 

continue to monitor your child and 

support them if they are showing 

signs that are not common for them 

as these are likely to be indicative of 

them finding the current times chal-

lenging. 

As the weather warms and we see 

more of the sunshine we have en-

joyed over the 

past three days, I 

encourage you to 

support your child 

to be outside and 

active when they 

are not online in 

class across the 

day. Making the most of breaks be-

tween classes is important and will 

become only increasingly so. 

Please note that class teachers are 

conscious of limiting the time they 

ask students to remain online. The 

challenge, of course, is that inter-

acting online is one of the few ways 

that staff can actively support stu-

dent learning at this time. It is there-

fore a careful balancing act! 

Any questions/concerns regarding 

your student’s learning over the 

period of remote and flexible learn-

ing should be communicated via 

email with either the class teacher 

or the following Assistant Principal’s 

@ bellaine.sc@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

We are particularly conscious of the 

journey of our Year 12 students over 

the past 18 months and remind par-

Year 7&8  Mr Grzybek 

Year 9&10 Mr Skewes 

Year 11&12 Mr Marra 

https://www.facebook.com/BellarineSecondaryCollege
http://www.bellarinesc.edu.vic.au
intagram.com/bellarine_sc
mailto:bellarine.sc@education.vic.gov.au
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ents/carers of the workload that Year 12 students will 

experience over the next four weeks of this term and 

then the first two weeks of Term 4 before the end of 

their classes. No doubt this is a challenging time given 

the current lockdown and it is as important as ever that 

we are conscious of how these students are managing 

the demands of their studies. Please do reach out to Mr 

Marra, Mrs Wedding, Ms Van Zyl or your students 

House Leader if we can be of support. 

 

Later Years Centre 

The Later Years Centre continues to progress as time 

passes and construction continues. It is a credit to New-

pol Construction that the material shortage that is prob-

lematic in the building industry has largely been antici-

pated and materials ordered well in advance which has 

allowed the building to continue, largely as planned 

without supply disruptions. At this stage we are ex-

pecting to take possession of the Later Years Centre in 

time for the start of the new school year in 2022, which 

is very exciting! 

 

 

Important Dates 

Date Event 

August 2021 

Wednesday 25th College Council—6pm—Drysdale Campus 

September 2021  

Thursday 9th Mufti Day for RUOK? Day 

Friday 10th Student Free Day—Staff Professional Learning 

Wednesday 15th College Council—6pm—Drysdale Campus 

Thursday 16th 
Last Day Term 3—2.20pm finish—7-11 3-Way Conferences from  

3pm-6pm 

Friday 17th 7-11 3 Way Conferences from 8am—1pm—Student Free Day  

October 2021 

Monday 4th Term 4 Commences—(House Assemblies) 

Monday 18th Year 12 Final Day & Assembly 

Wednesday 20th Geelong Cup Public Holiday—Student Free Day 

Wednesday 27th Year 12 Exams Begin 

Click the Compass Icon 

to log on to your portal.  

Planning for 2022 

Subject selection for students in Years 9,10,11 & 12 in 2022 is almost 

completed and I thank Mr McDonald for leading this very important 

work. This means that our planning for 2022 is progressing well. I 

thank parents/carers for your support of this process and appreciate 

the conversations that have occurred exploring your child’s pathways. 

The process has again been completed online and has involved a large 

proportion of College families. Thank you for your support of this pro-

cess. 

 

VET Music Performances 

I was recently fortunate to be present for a number of our VET Music 

students streaming their live performances online and was again 

amazed with the standard of performance and the capacity of stu-

dents to perform under the trying conditions we are experiencing. I 

thank the Music staff and the support staff; Sarah, Hollie, Brett and 

Oscar for leading this initiative and providing such a rich opportunity 

for our students! 

 

 

https://bellarinesc-vic.compass.education/
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Summit Camp 

As we pivot in and out of lockdowns we are trying to 

maintain some normality in our College program. A num-

ber of senior students were recently able to attend the 

Summit Leadership camp. This conveniently fell between 

lockdowns and provided a great opportunity for these 

students to explore and further develop their leadership 

skills. I thank Mr Mitri, Ms French and Mr McIntosh for 

supporting students to access this opportunity. 

 

Parent Forum 

I would like to thank parents and carers for your support 

of the recent Parent Forum which focussed on ways in 

which parents/carers can support the wellbeing of their 

young people. 

Principals Report cont... 

The Forum represented a great opportunity to deepen our un-

derstanding of ways in which to support young people and was 

very practical and informative. 

I thank Mr Grzybek, Mr Skewes, Ms Foley, the Wellbeing staff 

and, in particular, Jen Brown (Mental Health Practitioner) for 

their work in making this opportunity available for our College 

community. Jen’s presentation was particularly engaging and 

shared many great tips for parents/carers. The presentation 

was recorded and can be accessed on your Compass Newsfeed. 

 

The next Parent Forum will be in Term 4, the date is yet to be 

announced, and will focus on Adolescence and the use of Social 

Media. We will release details on Compass and Eventbrite in 

due course.  

We would love to see you there! 
 

 

 

 

Wayne Johannesen 

College Principal 

 

batforce.org.au/quick-help-guide
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

 
Attendance during Remote Learning 

We want to thank all students and families for another brilliant 

start to remote learning. The majority of students have been 

online, on-time for each class and ready to learn. 

Monitoring student absences is critical to ensure we are able to 

support those students who are not engaging in any online clas-

ses. 

Just a reminder, students are to follow their remote learning time-

tables which are on Compass and are expected to be on-time for 

every class so they can be marked present. 

If your child has been marked unexplained for one or more peri-

ods, but were in attendance, we ask that you or your child make 

contact directly with their class teacher, either via Teams or Com-

pass, to correct this. 

If your child is unwell, or unable to attend their classes for the day, 

we remind parents/guardians to contact the school Absence Line, 

which is available to leave a message 24 hours a day – Phone: 

5251 9010 

We will continue to send Absence Email alerts daily if students are 

unexplained for one or more periods throughout the day.  If you 

receive these alerts, we ask you to contact the school to approve 

the absence as soon as possible. 

Please remember to reach out if your child need’s support during 

remote learning. You can contact their class teacher or House 

Leader via Compass, or call the Administration Office on 5251 

9000. 

 
Thank you for your support 

“Everybody in 

school Everyday” 

Course Counselling 

On Tuesday 17th August, all Year 8's classes selected their 

elective subjects for 2022. This is their first opportunity to 

‘own’ some of their subject choices. Students were able to 

make a number of elective selections from Art, Technolo-

gy and LinC(Community) learning areas for Year 9 in 2022. 

 

All students must be congratulated on their positive ap-

proach to completing this during class time and to their 

teachers who supported the students during these selec-

tions. Students have copies of their selections which they 

have been able to share at home. We look forward to 

working with the Year 8’s as they transition across to the 

Drysdale campus in 2022. 

 

In addition, all of our other course counselling sessions 

have now been completed and well attended by students 

and their families online. All students completing Year 9-

12 in 2022 should have now made their course selections. 

 

It is important to acknowledge the contribution that staff 

made during this process, particularly Leading Teacher 

Scott McDonald who has been leading this work. 
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Summit Leadership Camp 

On Wednesday, August 18, 19 Year 11 students 

went on a three-day camp to ‘The Summit’ in Tra-

falgar. Students participated in a range of activi-

ties including leap of faith, abseiling, giant swing, 

monster obstacle course, Sky bridge, Lazer Skir-

mish, Nail Walk, navigating a pitch-black cave on 

their own, team work exercises and problem solv-

ing activities. 

 The camp pushed students out of their comfort zone, while helping students develop teamwork and 

leadership skills. Well done to all students who were involved on an outstanding camp. 

 We would like to acknowledge Leading Teacher David Mitri for his organisation of the camp, Ayesha 

French (POR Holder Student Leadership) for attending and Pat McIntosh for driving students down to the 

camp. Very fortunate to get the camp in, considering the current circumstances. 
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Wheelers eBooks and eAudio books have landed at BSC 
The library team are excited to announce the arrival of ebooks and eAudio books into our library collection. Items can be searched 
and borrowed through the library catalogue. For those who want their loans to be portable, you can download the Wheelers App on 
both Android and Apple devices. Please contact library staff for more information or assistance. 

Login details for all students are BSC email and computer 

password. For example: 

Login: TOD0067@bsc.vic.edu.au 

Password: Computer password 

These titles and many more are available through the 

Wheelers ePlatform now. 

Students can search available titles 

through the Library Catalogue, which is 

located in the Star Menu on the BSC Com-

pass page. 
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Positive Body Image 

Body image is a feeling state created by numerous factors 

Our body image is formed by the thoughts, feelings, attitudes and 
beliefs we have about our bodies and how we look. This includes 
our shape, size, weight, gender identity, and the way our body 
functions for us 

We may feel many different things about our body and appear-
ance: sometimes satisfied/positive, sometimes dissatisfied/
negative, sometimes a bit of both, or even neutral. Either way, 
our body image can influence how we engage with the world. 

Body Kind Families is a Butterfly Foundation initiative for parents 
of teenagers. It provides FREE resources and important tips on 
supporting positive body image. It also encourages everyone in a 
family to be kind to their own body and to others. 

 it includes resources for parents on: 

 Building resilience to social media pressures 

 Healthy eating and exercise behaviours 

 Talking about appearance and weight 

 Boys’ body image 

 Body acceptance & compassion 

Warning signs and what to do if concerned 

For more information and to receive free resources (videos, tips 
sheets, family activities & more) visit www.butterfly.org.au/
bodykindfamilies 

 

Merryl Arnold 

Adolescent Health Nurse 

BSC 

 Company supports real-world 

learning 

Year 7 and 8 students using a stock trading game in Hu-

manities to learn about key economic ideas. This game, 

called McBuckle, uses actual share prices from the US 

share markets. This information is updated daily thanks to 

the generous support of a company called Alpha Vantage. 

Alpha Vantage is a cloud-based statistical database of glob-

al financial market data.  

All students are able to play McBuckle, using their college 

email address. 

http://42penguins.com/mcbuckle  

 

Geelong Tech School Supports 

Year 9 Robotics 

Students in Year 9 Robotics are learning electronical engi-

neering and robotics using small microprocessors called 

Arduinos. As part of their contributions to learning in the 

region, the Geelong Tech School has provided our schools 

with 13 Arduino boards and literally dozens of switches, 

motors, and sensors. These greatly increase the learning 

that our students can do and we thank them for their gen-

erous support. 

Thursday 18th November 2021  

The Pier, Geelong Waterfront from 7pm 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.butterfly.org.au%2Fbodykindfamilies&data=04%7C01%7CMerryl.Arnold%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7b2f50f9962b40b0313c08d96697fd10%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637653625245050513%7CU
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.butterfly.org.au%2Fbodykindfamilies&data=04%7C01%7CMerryl.Arnold%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7b2f50f9962b40b0313c08d96697fd10%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637653625245050513%7CU
http://42penguins.com/mcbuckle
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Community Noticeboard 


